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WORLD EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP 


Formed in W oudschoten, Netherlands, August, 1951 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MODERN HISTORY 


Evangelicals across the world have a means of common 
expression and action in the completion of their task. 


ITS FOUNDATION: AN UNCOMPROMISING, BIBLICAL STATEMENT OF FAITH. 


ITS POLICY: © @ e e THE COMPLETE AUTONOMY OF EACH MEMBER BODY OF BELIEVERS. 


iTS PURPOSE: TO PROVIDE COUNSEL, ENCOURAGEMENT AND ASSISTANCE TO ALL EVANGELICAL 
@ © © © CHURCHES, MISSIONS AND INSTITUTIONS AS ITS RESOURCES PERMIT. 


ITS PROGRAM: AN ALL-OUT CAMPAIGN OF WORLD-WIDE EVANGELISM AS THE ONLY ANSWER TO 
See COMMUNISM AND OTHER SUBVERSIVE IDEOLOGIES. ALSO, UNITED ACTION IN 
DEFENSE OF THE FAITH AND THE PROTECTION OF CHRISTIAN FREEDOMS. 





WORLD EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP 
IS UNITING THE MOST OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP OF MANY NATIONS 
IT NEEDS AND DESERVES YOUR INTEREST, PRAYERS AND FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT, AS IT LAUNCHES ITS WORLD WIDE MINISTRY 











Send Contributions to: 
COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF N.A.E. 


120 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON 8, MASS. 





The Commission on International Relations of N.A.E. is the American Office of W.E.F. 


Members of the Commission 


*Harold John Ockenga, Chairman *Paul S. James, Atlanta, Ga. 

John Bolten, Treasurer Bob Jones, Jr., Greenville, S. C. 

*J. Elwin Wright, Executive Secretary *Leslie R. Marston, Greenville, Ill. 
. + Henrietta Mears, Hollywood, Calif. 

A. Heenan Aumenting, Howesk. 3. 5. *J. Palmer Muntz, Buffalo, N. Y. 

*Donald Grey Barnhouse, Philadelphia, Pa. J. Edwin Orr, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Frank Birch, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Ernest Blombach, Marlboro, N. H. 
Vincent Brushwyler, Chicago, Ill. i 
J. S. Bryson, Washington, D. C. Robert S. Pierce, Portland, Ore. 


Earl L. Paulk, Charlotte, N. C. 
Noel Perkin, Springfield, Mo. 


Robert A. Cook, Chicago, Ill. *Paul S. Rees, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Rutherford L. Decker, Kansas City, Mo. Mervin Rosell, Rochester, Minn. 

John C. DeKorne, Grand Rapids, Mich. *Wm. O. Rottschafer, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
David J. du Plessis, Stamford, Conn. Henry H. Savage, Pontiac, Mich. 
Theodore Elsner, Philadelphia, Pa. Clifford F. Smith, San Fernando, Calif. 
Elizabeth M. Evans, Boston, Mass. Oswald J. Smith, Toronto, Canada 

E. Joseph Evans, Newton Centre, Mass. Louis Talbot, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Howard W. Ferrin, Providence, R. I. *Clyde W. Taylor, Washington, D. C. 
Billy Graham, Ridgecrest, N. C. a J. Taylor, Chicago, Il. 

Carl Gundersen, Oak Park, Ill. . H. Turner, Franklin Springs, Ga. 
*Harry Hager, Chicago, Ill. My F. J. Van Halsema, Hudsonville, Mich. 
B. J. Heetderks, Bozeman, Mont. *John S. Wimbish, New York, N. Y. 
*Paul A. Hopkins, Philadelphia, Pa. C. Stacey Woods, Chicago, Ill. 


(*All of these are members of the Committee For Financial Aid to Evangelicals Abroad, of which Dr. Donald Grey 
Barnhouse is the chairman.) 


COOPERATE WITH AND ATTEND THE GREAT MISSIONARY RALLIES NOW IN 

PROGRESS ACROSS AMERICA WITH LT. GEN. SIR ARTHUR SMITH OF GREAT 

BRITAIN, PRESIDENT OF W.E.F., and DR. OSWALD J. SMITH OF PEOPLES CHURCH 
IN TORONTO AS CO-SPEAKERS. 
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It’s Sure To Be Wanted 
And Welcomed As An Ideal } “4 if 
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ation of an ETERNITY Gift Subscription. In 
these days, when deeper knowledge of Christian 


truth is so vital to spiritual discernment, your Ideal Gift for : 
gifts of ETERNITY will perform a service in 


the cause of Christ and be a great blessing to V All Pastors 
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Just think of your many Christian friends who 
would welcome the year-round help and inspir- 


And, for practical economy, we know you'll V All Missionaries 
agree that few gift choices can offer so much 
and cost so little. In addition, you save shopping V All Sunday School Teachers 
time and worry by simply mailing your gift- 
rder to us. 
7 ss V All Christians 


Give ETERNITY this Christmas and experi- 

ence the joy of giving to another the soul- V All Unsaved 
satisfying blessings of greater kriowledge of 
God’s great truths in their revelation through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord — in whose birth we The 12-time Gift for 

rejoice at Christmastide. Life-time Spiritual Help 


SEE NEXT PAGE FOR SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT RATES 











For the first nine months of 1952, readers of ETERNITY 
will be treated to continuing and consecutive articles by 
Robinson and Winward on “The Art of Living.” These 
compelling and useful writings hold practical value for the 
Christian searching for the meaning of success in various 
phases of life—interpreted in Scriptural light. 


The Editor will be publishing articles based on his Keswick 
addresses on the general subject of “Baptized into Christ” 
—an important study of the meaning of our position in 
the body of Christ. And, of course, the Editor’s monthly 
feature, TOMORROW, and his monthly editorial, 
A WINDOW ON THE WORLD, will continue to inter- 
pret past and current events in the light of Scripture. 


A Christmas card will be sent announcing your gift if your 
order is received before December 14. 





One 1-year gift subscription. . . . $3.00 
Two l-year gift subscriptions . .. $5.60 * 
ADD $2.50 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL 1-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 


You may include your own subscription or renewal and count it as a gift 
subscription at this time. 


Remember, a Christmas card will be sent announcing your gift if your order 
is received before December 14. 











FILL OUT HANDY SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM FACING INSIDE BACK COVER 
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A TIME 
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Never has there been such unrest, chaos, and feeling of 
utter hopelessness. The world seethes and boils with hatred 
and bloodshed. There is no “PEACE ON EARTH, GOODWILL 
TOWARD MEN.” 





FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS..... 


@ THERE IS ONLY ONE SAVIOUR:—Jesus Christ. He alone 
* can be the Prince of Peace, as He is permitted to enter 


hearts, lives and nations. 


@ THERE IS ONLY ONE MESSAGE:—the pure, simple 
message of the Gospel of the Grace of God. Pratings 
about peace; efforts at social service; appeals to the 
minds of men—all are futile. The Gospel alone can bring 
about a change of heart and life. 


@ THERE IS ONLY ONE BOOK:—the Bible. Much has been 
written and much more has been said, of the ways back 
to normalcy and peace. Only one Book has the solution. 





The Word of God for pagan Africa 


The BIBLE is the Book that gives the MESSAGE of the 
SAVIOUR for such a time as this. 


@ The SUDAN. INTERIOR MISSION stands firmly upon the 
above three-fold remedy for the need of AFRICA. The dark 
continent is comparatively untouched. NOW is the crucial 
time for the land to which God has called us. 


Will you help us give them the BIBLE with its MESSAGE 
of the CHRIST, Who can save from the uttermost to the utter- 
most? We NEED INTERCESSORS! STEWARDS! CO-LABOURERS! 


Write us today and receive a FREE subscription 
to the bi-monthly Sudan Witness Supplement. 


SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 


405 HURON ST., TORONTO 5, ONTARIO 164 WEST 74th ST., NEW YORK 23, N. Y. 
(Please mention “Eternity Magazine” when writing us.) 














DecemBer 1951 











Just What You Have Been Looking For! 


EXPOSITION OF. 


by ARTHUR W. PINK 


Separate Volumes $2.75. Set, $10.50 

4 volumes. Approximately 300 pages each. 
A COMPLETE and verse-by-verse expositi 
which gives REAL help on the difficult pas- 
sages. Indispensable to S. S. and 
preachers will find in it an abundance of 
homiletical material and original expositions. 
“We are confident of a great and useful career 
for this work.""—Moody Monthly. New edition 
just published. Get yours today. 








At Bible Book Stores or from the Publishers 





BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT 1. C. HERENDEEN SWENGEL (Union Co.), PA. 
Are You in Need of a Season of 
Convalescence or Rest? . tn color with ort work 
. “Rabbit Hill"—a small private home for cad eqgregeiste sup 
P H ture. Enclose © gospel 


women—offers you a refined Christian at- 
mosphere—the quiet of country life—ap- 
petizing meals, daintily served. Convenient Christmes 
transportation. 

For details write—Miss Lucy Powel, R. D. SEND 25¢ ron oe 
3, Norristown, Pa. THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND -BOX 888 AKRON 


messege with your 











HERE ARE 
TWO OF KOREA'S 
FORGOTTEN REFUGEES 


Long before death-dealing 
bombs fell from the skies over 
Korea, these two children and 
thousands like them were made 
homeless by a scourge more 
dreaded than war. 

For they were marked with 
the scourge of leprosy. 





Despised and rejected by men, they found refuge only in Christian mission 
stations where loving care and medical treatment gave them new life and hope. 
Today, in the wake of war’s devastation, shunned even by other refugees, 
increasing numbers of leprosy victims wander about the countryside in pain 
and bewilderment. 

They need our help more desperately than ever before! 

Will you, in this joyous season of our Saviour’s birth, open your hearts to the 
world’s most neglected refugees? 

Just $30 will give a year’s care to a child afflicted with leprosy. 

Send your Christmas gift today through American Leprosy Missions, 
which aids 153 leprosy colonies in 38 countries, on five continents. 


——=—=— = = Send her your gift teday!—--=-=- = 


File ET-D 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Friends: I enclose my Christmas gift Of $.................:..cssssssssessssteesssenescsnersnsneensnssecsncensersnsens 
for the support of Christian Leprosy Missions. 








THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 














FROM AFRICA TO KOREA 

In an issue of your magazine just re- 
ceived we read of the work that Harold 
Voelkel has been doing as chaplain in 
Korea. At the end of the article it stated 
that moneys for that work might be sent 
to you. You will find enclosed a check for 
fifty dollars ($50.00). Would you please 
send this money on to him stating that it 
is to be used for the aid of Christian refu- 
gees. Thank you very much. 

The money is an amount accumulated 
from Sunday School collections at the 
Sunday School held in connection with 
Rethy Academy, School for Missionaries’ 
Children in the Belgian Congo. They have 
been praying much for Korea, Korean 
Christians, and evangelization there and it 
was of their choice that the money be sent 
there. It would be of great help to their 
prayer interest could they hear more from 
Mr. Voelkel of the work there in Korea. 

We appreciate your service and kindness 
in helping in this way. 

Sincerely, 
Etpo H. Epp 
Africa Inland Mission 
Rethy, Irumu, Congo Belge 


When Mr. Voelkel received a copy of this 
letter he wrote: “It as a great inspiration 
to my soul to know those youngsters are 
giving and praying for this work. The 
challenge is as great as ever here.” 





How old is the earth? 
When did life appear? 
Where did mancome from? 


Bible Institute 





consultants, representatives in many 
lands. $1 bill for 10 mo. trial. (Year in 
U.S. $1.20; foreign $1.35.) 


Ask infermation about the League's world-wide 
free distribution ef vital Bible study material. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Bex BB, Eagle Rock, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


-IN Steel or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


Lane Low pinuct paices | 


J.P. REDINGTON4&CO 
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Hebrew Bibles Needed for Young People in Schools in Israel 





BRIGHT JEWISH YOUNG PEOPLE IN A SCHOOL IN ISRAEL 


We visited this colony during our stay in Israel. 
Will you help to provide Hebrew Bibles for thousands of Jewish young people like these? 


An unprecedented opportunity has arisen in 
the land of Israel. The Jews in a number of the 
colonies and towns want Hebrew Bibles to use as 
textbooks for the boys and girls and young people 
in schools in Israel. 


Copies of the Old Testament alone are hard to 
procure. Hence, in various Israeli schools, they are 
willing to use entire Hebrew Bibles—containing 
the New Testament as well as the Old! Truly, 
this is nothing less than a modern miracle! 


Complete Hebrew Bibles are also scarce. But 
through the Lord’s great goodness we have been 
able to order 5,000 Hebrew Bibles—containing the 
Old and New Testaments—from a Bible Society 
in England. The Hebrew characters are large 
and clear, the paper is good, and the binding dur- 
able. The Bibles are being printed by the Cam- 
bridge University Press. Approximately $2.09 will 
cover the cost of printing and birding these Bibles 
and sending them directly from England to Israel! 
We feel confident that many of the readers of 
Eternity will want to have a large share in provid- 
ing funds for these beautiful Hebrew Bibles. And 
surely many Bible classes and Sunday schools, 
missionary societies, and churches, as well as 
individual Christians, will wish to help us in 
providing God’s Word for the Jewish voung people 
in the Holy Land, where our Saviour lived and 
died and rose again. 


HOW YOU CAN HELP 


Please ask the Lord to show you how many 
Bibles you should provide—whether 1, 5, 10, 25, 
50, 100, or even 1,000 copies! The full cost of send- 
ing each copy is about $2.00. The opportunity is 
great! The time is short! Send your gift quickly! 
The Lord will bless and reward you! What better 
Christmas gift than to give God’s Word to our 
Lord’s people in the Holy Land! 


There is another great need in the land of 
Israel that should have our deep sympathy and 
prompt action. There is a serious food shortage 
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as hundreds of thousands of needy Jewish refu- 
gees have returned to Israel. We have been 
sending CARE Food Packages, but we want to 
send far larger numbers for needy Hebrew Chris- 
tians and others there. The Food Parcels and 
funds that we send are carefully distributed by 
consecrated missionaries in Israel. Let us remem- 
ber our Lord’s words, “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my ‘brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.’ 


The Lord has promised to bless those who 
bless His Chosen People the Jews. Hence, as you 
provide both spiritual and material food for them, 
the Lord will richly bless you in return. “I will 
bless them that bless thee,” is still as true today. 


A BEAUTIFUL GIFT 


For a limited time we are sending each donor 
to our work a free copy of a beautiful 36-page 
Bible booklet containing a Bible verse for each 
day of next year, and inspiring messages on the 
Bible by Billy Graham and Merv Rosell. The cover 
of the booklet is in four colors. It pictures a mis- 
sionary and her child amid -the wild flowers of 
springtime in Israel; and gives a glimpse of the 
lovely blue waters of Lake Galilee where our Lord 
spent so much of His earthly ministry. 


> — — — Cut out and send this coupon — — — 


MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS, Inc. ET 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Dear Sirs: 


| 
| 
Enclosed find $..............to provide _...... Bibles 
| for young people in the schools of Israel; and 
for food and other relief for needy ones 
| in the Holy Land. 
Please send me, as promised, a free copy of the 
| 36-page Bible Success Band booklet for 1952. 
| 
| 


Name 





Street and No. 
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F. CLOUGH, 
Sunday Serviess 11:00 A.M. and 745 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL IS 
PREACHED 





MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 


4 Cordial Welmwme waits You 


EACH 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


tedian Creek Drive at 7i!st 
Miami Beach, Flerida 
DR. WILLIS E GARRETT. Pastor 
Preaching the Book. the Blood, the 
Blessed Hope 








NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
79th and Broadway 
7th Avenue, fecal Subway te 79th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WH!TING. Pastor 
A Gible teaching ministry in the heart of New Yerk. 
Merning Woership—i! A.M. 
Evening Wership— & P.M. 








ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
Chelsea Presbyterian Church 


9.8. Chelsea Avenue 
Sunday Wership 10:30 A.M. and 8:00 P.M 
Breadeast WFPG 8:30 A.M 
Mid-Week Prayer Meeting Wed. 8:00 P.M. 
Preaching of Cross Power” 





1 Cor. 1:18 
REV. MILTON N. LEINTNGER Pastor 








SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of ETERNITY— 
December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30—Tenth Presbyter- 
ian Church, Philadelphia; December 3, 10, 17, 
24, 31—St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 46th 
Street west of 8th Avenue, New York City; 
December 4, 11—Gilead Baptist Church, De- 
troit, Mich.; December 5, 12—Goss Memorial 
Reformed Church, Akron, Ohio; December 6, 
13—First Presbyterian Church, McKeesport, 
Pa.; December 7, 14—Point Breeze Presby- 
terian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


William Allan Dean, Pastor, Aldan Union 
Church, Aldan, Pa.—December 3, 10, 18— 
First Presbyterian Church, Norristown; Decem- 
ber 4, 11, 18—(2:30 P. M. Community Bible 
Class) Bethany Temple Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia; December 4, 11, 18—Evangel- 
ical United Brethren Church, Philadelphia. 


Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, English 
Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allentown— 
December 1, 2—Mennonite Church, Quaker- 
town, Pa.; December 4—Bible Church, Ocean- 
side, Long Island; December 10-16—Bible 
Conference, Lansdale, Pa.; December 17— 
Pastoral Association, Allentown, Pa.; Decem- 
ber 22—Youth Fellowship, Reading, Pa.; 
D ber 23—Nineteenth Street Men’‘s Bible 
Class, Allentown, Pa. 





William A. Mierop, Pvesident, me ot Wl 
Bible Institute, Philadelphi b 
Youth Center, Setheny aie el 
Church, Philadelphia; December 2—Pawling 
Chapel, Trooper, Pa.; December 7—Kensing- 
ton Youth Fellowship, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
December 8—Main Line Youth for Christ, 
Grace Chapel, Oakmont, Pa.; December 9— 
First Baptist Church, Bridgeport, Pa.; Decem- 
ber 14, 15, 16—Brooktondale Baptist Church, 
Brooktondale, New York; December 18— 
Windsor Avenue Bible Church, Oceanside, 
Long Island; December 29—Youth for Christ, 
Burlington, N. J. 












1952 EDITION OF 


TORREY’S - 


John W. Bradbury, Editor 
Over half a century of 
supremacy! This is the 
ORIGIN Ll — never 
equaled. CONDENSED 
t. Digest and text 
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FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY new 
















many other features. 
AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
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JAPAN 


Needs Evangelical Plan of Salvation 
Tracts for Wide Free Distribution. 
This is Your Opportunity to Share in 
This Ministry Today. 


SCRIPTURE TRACT FELLOWSHIP 


HARRY J. SWAN 
Central Post Office Box 67 
TOKYO, JAPAN 
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A VITAL MATTER NEEDING 
YOUR EARNEST CONSIDERATION 


The Founder of the American European Bethel Mission (with 50 years of missionary 
experience) recently returned from visiting the Mission Stations in Europe and Israel, 


other destitute children was recently established at 


for orphans and the 
foot of Mt. Carmel. THIS NNSTITUTION nis INTERDENOMINATIONAL, NON-SECTARIAN AND THOROUGHLY EVANGELICAL. 


THE MAINTENANCE OF THE ORPHANAGE 
This greatly needed institution, like the other branches of the A. E. Bethel Mission, is utter’ 
Therefore, it needs 


the friendly co-operation by prayer and freewill 


ly dependent upon 
offerings of a christian friends 


the Lord. 
- are interested in rescuing little children and preaching the Gospel of the Messiah to the people of the Messiah. 


COLORED FILMS 
Churches, Sunday Schools and other Christian gatherings would highly appreciate seeing the exclusive film 


in color taken by the Founder in Israel and in Europe. 


WRITE TO HEADQUARTERS: 


THE AMERICAN ee BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


252 N. DILLON STREET 


LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA 








Heve we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real 
burden and will promise to pray with 
us for all of the requests set forth 
here, write to us. We will assign a 
number to your request and print it. 


Many readers have written asking 
prayer for the salvation of unsaved 
relatives and friends, and for the 
restoration to fellowship of those 
who know the Lord. Let us pray for 
all those who have written concern- 
ing these problems and for all of our 
readers in whose homes these prob- 
lems exist. 


My prayer request 15 has been 
answered. Truly the Lord is wonder- 
ful to me. I have not been able to 
play the organ for over 2 years due 
to the fact that I have been ill. But 
the Lord is good and although I am 
not cured and may never be, I am 
so happy that I will willingly carry 
my cross and serve and love Him. 
I have been called back as organist 
of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Williamsbridge and I will pray and 
praise the wonderf:l Saviour who 
cares for me. Praise His name! 


I do thank you for prayer and 
praise the Lord for the wisdom He 
gave to the doctors, my case was 
serious because of a very bad heart. 
But God—in His mercy has raised 
me up, and while in the hospital the 
way was open to give the Gospel to 
sinners and many nurses that were 
young in the Lord were blessed 
through tracts and booklets. It was 
a miracle how the Lord supplied 
tinancially. It is so sweet te trust in 
Jesus, just to take Him at His word. 





HIGLEY'S 


COMMENTARY 


The largest selling Sunday School 
Commentary in the world. This 
amazing book of 23 features is a 
complete teaching manual, evan- 
gelistic and true to the Bible— 
more Lesson helps —4 teaching 
plans— change from one to the 
other for variety and interest. 
Nothing like it. 1952 Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons— over 
300 pages—only $2.00. Order 
your copy from your dealer. 
Catalog of “‘Master Line’’ Sunday Schoo! supplies FREE 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. 420, Butler, indiana 
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: DR. WILLIAM WARD AYER, Moody °19, 
is at present engaged in an evangelistic ministry. 
For more than 25 years he pastored some of 
the great churches in this country, including 
New York City’s famed Calvary Baptist. 
He has also carried on successful radio and 
writing ministries for many years. 


“My career 


began with a letter...’ 


“I was converted in my early twenties 
during a Billy Sunday campaign, but my 
godly mother had given me to the Lord at 
birth and had declared I would be her 
minister. But how could I ever become a 
preacher? I had had little schooling, pos- 
sessed no talent for Christian work, and 


was completely ignorant of the Bible. 


“A certain Miss Cruz, a Moody graduate 
who had led my sister to Christ, wrote 
Dr. P. B. Fitzwater (Director of the Pastors 
Course, but at that time registrar), asking 
him if the Institute would accept me. I 


received a sympathetic and understanding 


AN INTERESTING PICTURE BOOK ..- of 
student life at Moody Bible Institute 
is yours for the asking. With it you'll 
receive a catalog, which gives a complete and detailed 
description of the courses at this well-known Bible 
school—the school that gave Dr. William Ward Ayer 
the foundation for a successful Christian career. 
Address Office of Admissions, Room ET818 
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letter from him. He declared that if I felt 
I was called of God to be a minister, the 
Institute would give me Bible training and 
start me on the road to full-time Christian 


service. 


“Tl entered MBI in 1917, and an entire new 
world was opened to me—a world of Bible 
knowledge, Christian service, of Christ and 
the Holy Spirit’s power. While I later 
attended both college and seminary, I can 
honestly say that for whatever success I’ve 
had as an evangelist, paster, radio broad- 
caster and author, I owe most to Moody 
Bible Institute.” 


MOODY 

BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president 

Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 





CONVICT’S CHRISTMAS 

I have a very good friend, the 
Rev. John Dunlop, who is chaplain 
of one of the great penitentiaries 
in California. He has sent me a copy 
of a prayer that was written by a 
convict in Washington state, a 
prisoner without the possibility of 
receiving a parole. The verses were 
written after receiving his first 
Christmas card in ten years. 


Just give me one hour for C'uristnas, 
in cartons of ten minvfcs ech; 

All mine to use as I wish to, to cherish 
and keep within 

One full of fishing at amadouts with 
inland blue lakes as a prop; 

One full of home, and the homefolks ; 
and a turkey with trimmings on 
top. 

One crammed with kisses from some 
one, her laughter tossed in just 
for fun; 

One which is wrapped ‘round the lady 
who proudly still claims me her 
son. 

One packed completely with children 
and toy trains and jump ropes 
galore; 

One with a clean slate and wisdom for 
a new start in life once more. 
Tust give me one hour for Christmas, 

and grant that the past is past, 

Give me one hour to live again, and 


God, I will make it last. 

It is a heart-rending cry from a 
man forever shut out from the lovely 
things of life. There are many peo- 
ple walking free this Christmas who 
are prisoners of their past, and who 
want to live again. It is through 
Jesus Christ that there is life—not 
one hour to live again, but eterna! 
life. In Him the past is past forever 
and the future is as bright as His 
promises. If you can understand this, 
you will know the meaning of 
Christmas. 





BEGINNING 
NEXT MONTH 


TO THE SAINTS: 


THE WAY OF EXCEL- 
LENCE. TWO CHAPTERS 
OF SAINT PAUL: 1 Corin- 
thians 13 and Romans 12. 
By E. M. Brarkiock, Pro- 
fessor of Classics, Auckland 
University College, New Zea- 
land. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 
the ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. 
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MADE FLESH...MADE SIN 


Bethlehem Points on to Calvary — 


‘‘Born unto trouble as the sparks 
fly upward’’—such was an ancient 
pessimist’s sad view of man. Across 
this human life there seemed to lie 
a curse, that tinged its joy with woe. 
A serpent must have long ago in- 
jected venom into the blood-stream 
of the race, for now there seemed to 
be a poison in the world that brought 
forth death. 


Nothing could be more amazing 
than God’s cure for sin. Were fiery 
serpents playing havoc with the 
race? Then through a serpent would 
the remedy be brought. Had sin on 
all mankind wrought death? Then 
let sin make assault on God Himself 
and carry death within the very 
Godhead, and sin shall be slain. 
Had man’s iniquities been one long 
nausea to God, the great affront that 
pained Him at. His heart? Then God 
would send His spotless Son to 
gather up the infamy, and as it were 
become incarnate sin. ‘‘By his 
knowledge shall my righteous serv- 
ant justify many, for he shall bear 
their iniquities.’’ 

Identified with all the root of trou- 
ble, making Himself one with sin— 
how could it be? Yet that was. what 
the Saviour foresaw as being the 
only way. ‘‘As Moses lifted up the 
serpent, so—in dread identification 
with the cause of all our woe—must 
the Son of man be: lifted up.’’ 


At Christmas time we often hear 
the sweet, idyllic note. The baby 
Jesus stirs the thoughts of human 
tenderness. Our fancy dwells upon 
the fields and hilltops over which as 
eager Boy he roamed. It stirs the 
pulses of our manhood when we 
read that ‘‘the Word was made 
flesh,’’ for all the pure associations 
of our human life, yes, and its 
pathos too, seem hallowed by the 


a 
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fact that God the Son has passed 
our way and shared our lot: Yet this 
stupendous story draws its power 
from deeper sources. It could not 
be Good News unless beyond the 
Word made flesh we saw the darker 
mystery of Christ made sin. 


The thought too often stuns our 
minds. When it comes abruptly, we 
simply leave off thinking. We must 
come at the revelation gradually 
(where better could we begin than 


at Bethlehem ?), and then attempt to 


follow step by step and stage by 
stage as the beloved Son descends 
that steep and solitary path which 
takes Him deeper into darkness than 
our thoughts can go. 


Sharing Our Lot 


‘The Word was made flesh.’’ ‘‘In 
all things it behooved Him to be 
made like unto His brethren.’’ He 
was ‘‘made in the likeness of men.’’ 
Again and again, at least in seven 
striking contexts, the inbreathing 
Spirit of God uses that word 
‘‘made.’’ He tells us further that 
Christ was ‘‘made of a woman,”’ 
and ‘‘made under the law.’’ Going 
still deeper, the Divine Interpreter 
refers to Him as ‘‘being made a 
curse for us.’’ But the climax of it 
all is this: God ‘‘hath made Him to 
be sin for us who knew no sin, that 
we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him.”’ 


Take the little word ‘‘made,’’ and 
brood over it for a few moments, 
spelling out the letters—m-a-d-e. 
Strictly speaking, ought we to say 
of God that He can be made any- 
thing. How can God become some- 









thing different from what He is? 
Yet this is the astounding affirmation 
that we make at Christmas. This is 
the amazing thing which you and 
I believe. The more I think of it the 
more appropriate it seems to me that 
a congregation should all. rise in 
their places and proclaim. their 
ereed, for what would be the use of 
affirming ‘‘I believe’’ unless -we 
were proceeding to declare some 
great, stupendous things which -al- 
most seem incredible? The sheer 
exhilaration of believing is the last 
joy we yearn for on behalf of our 
contemporaries, blind to the super- 
natural and corroded by a scepti- 
cism that will only follow human 
precedents. But let God be God! The 
scale and operation of His holy, 
seeking,. saving love will leave us 
dumb, and then will make us wish 
we had a thousand tongues. 


‘‘Made’’— yes, the Word was 
made flesh. God, who is unchange- 
able, who might be expected to stand 
above and aloof from the fluctuation 
and the folly that have marked this 
human scene—God chose to have 
part and lot with us, when seeing 
our redemption through. But wait! 
‘*Made flesh?’’ Throughout the 
worlds of beauty and light I see a 
panorama, with majesty of moun- 
tain range, glory of flower-strewn 
valley, wealth in the beds of the 
ocean, and perfection of the snow- 
flake with its filigree petal. In all 
that craftsmanship and in the gal- 
axies of stars we see His fashioning 
hand, for we read that ‘‘without 
Him was not anything made that 
was made.’’ He it was who spread 
them abroad with exquisite precision 
and enchanting hue—with hints 
moreover of a breathless hatmony 
such as led men of old to fancy 
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there was music in the spheres. Yet, 
coming back from all that sweep 
of thought, will you dare to tell me 
that the hand which made all that 
became so small that it could not 
reach the huge heads of the cattle 
in the stall at Bethlehem? A tiny 
baby hand? Yes. And how appro- 
priate that it was in the womb of a 
virgin He was made, for all this 
story hangs together with a beauti- 
ful coherence. Like the seamless robe 
He wore on earth, this story is 
woven from the top throughout— 
all matchless and divine. The end 
God had in view would justify the 
process, because by consenting to be 
made, God’s Son would make it 
possible for man to be re-made. 


**Made flesh’’—the word reminds 
us of our human frailty. Limitation 
and hampering restriction seem to 
inhere in the very word. ‘‘Flesh.’’ 
Youth with its marvelous resilience 
and its astonishing recuperative 
powers is hardly yet aware of what 
it means. But older people, with the 








Once in a while we will find a sinner who 
will admit that he is a sinner. In this modern 
day where misguided penologists are ki 
to excuse crime on the ‘basis that it rises from 
mental ill-health instead of from a sinful heart, 
it is refreshing to read the following. 


A man charged with breaking into a bank 
declared that he was in perfectly good health 
when he committed the crime, that he did not 
suffer from blackouts or dementia praecox and 
was not in need of psychiatric treatment. “I 
just did it for the money,” he said. 


There will come a day when all the veils of 
hypocrisy will be torn away from the hearts 
of men and sin will be revealed for exactly 
what it is. A sinner will be seen to be a plain, 
low-down, den-variety sinner. The 
judgment day will do this in the future or the 
Word of God will do it today if you will let it. 








scourge of rheumatism in all its 
forms, or asthma and the ills that 
tear the lungs with a persistent 
cough, or weakness at the heart 
which ever acts as a reminder of our 
mortality—how could they fail to 
know that ‘‘flesh’’ means pain, and 
flesh at last means death? 


Precisely for that reason there is 
eestasy in the age-old announcement, 
‘*Unto us a Child is born.’’ That 
Child is emblem of the race’s long- 
persisting hope. There was to come 
a ‘‘seed of the woman’’ who would 
erush the serpent’s head. That must 
be the reason why there gathered 
round the manger wise men and 
shepherds, representing every man, 
for each new babe is like a prophecy, 


but this One would undo the seals - 


and bring outspread before men’s 
eyes the scroll which is the Book of 
Life. 


Kneel And Adore Him 


Not, I confess, until our own first 
child. was born did I stand awe- 
struck at the birth in Bethlehem. 
Being in Central Africa upon a 
mission station, far from the ameni- 
ties of civilization, I was privileged 
to come nearer to that amazing birth 
than I might otherwise have done. 
Our missionary nurse had a full and 
busy day, and when she made her 
regular calls at our bungalow during 
the first days of the baby’s life, it 
was incumbent on the father to re- 
lieve the nurse of duties he might 
learn to do, and thus release her to 
return to the overcrowded hospital. 
Attentiyely I watched her from the 
first. Arriving, she would lift from 
the cot that tiny form and lay it on 
her lap. Off came the clothes. The 
baby was turned face upward. Out 
from the nurse’s pocket there came 


 geissors. Snip, snip, the stitches were 


severed, and off came the band that 
swathed the child. Carefully the 
babe was washed and dried, and then 
another band was stitched in place. 
Could this be what the Bible meant 
by ‘‘swaddling bands,’’ and was it 
Mary’s own hands which performed 
that early task at Bethlehem? It all 
broke on me with amazement. And 
did my Lord, at His entrance on 
human life, come by this way! I 
bowed the head and worshiped. 


He was made flesh, as I saw in 
Africa, and then I further saw that 
this is a story that interprets itself 
in every land, in every village where 
a child is born. The shut-away wo- 
men of India and Moslem lands, the 
peasantry of harassed China, men 


in the forests of Amazonia or casting 
their net in the Nile or Niger or 
Congo—the Good News of God be- 
longs to them all, for unto us a Child 
is born. ‘‘Made flesh’’ He comes, ac- 
eepting our mortality, but His ad- 
vent is a promise that the long pro- 
cession to the grave will be reversed, 
and life and immortality be brought 
to light. 


“Like Unto His Brethren” 


Among even Christians there. 


exists a widespread discontent, as 
though the ‘‘frustration’’ which is 
our generation’s favorite word had 
corroded even the soul of the believ- 
ers. But the effect of cramping cir- 
cumstances and the dull humdrum 
of very, very ordinary things to do 
is nothing new. Nazareth for Jesus 
meant life on a pattern just like 
that, and He accepted it. Brothers 
and sisters misunderstood Him. 
There, as everywhere, there would 
be neighbors mean enough to leave 
the Carpenter unpaid. All that per- 
tains to life would come to Him. 
And yet it never turned to gall and 
bitterness, for even Nazareth could 
not disturb the Son’s communion 
with the Father. If He was made 
like unto His brethren, it was in 
order that He might be a merciful 
and faithful High Priest, so from 
the first He represented His breth- 
ren and bore them on His heart in 
all that intimate fellowship He had 
with the Father—fellowship which 
He continued to enjoy unbroken, 
till, indeed, that final hour. 


Accepting kinship with us, He be- 
came like an oldest son of a family 
in which another boy, a scapegrace, 
has brought shame upon the family 
name, and deep indebtedness which 
no one else can face except that 
older one. Forfeiting his prospects 
of a career for himself, that oldest 
boy could sacrifice and scrape and 
drudge, and maybe at the end could 
just succeed in wiping off the lia- 
bility in all its crushing weight 
which that ‘‘black sheep’’.of the 
family had. so light-heartedly in- 
eurred. There is an actual story, true 
to life, just like that, and doubtless 
there are many such. ‘‘He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren,’’ for 
Christ accepted to the hilt every last 
sacred obligation which devolved on 
us. A paper which gave details of 
the family’s indebtedness was finally 
taken out of the way, when He nailed 
it to His cross. 


(Continued on Page 52) 
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CHRISTMAS 


The most wonderful thing about 
Christmas is sometimes obscured by 
the atmosphere which has grown up 
surrounding the day. I recently was 
talking with my friend Professor E. 
M. Blaiklock, who is head of the 
Classics Department, in the Univer- 
sity of Auckland, New Zealand, 
concerning Christmas in the south- 
ern lands. There Christmas comes 
just after the longest day of the year. 
Snow at Christmas is never known, 
and there is no desire for a Yule log 
to warm up a cold house. Many 
people go fishing or on picnics, and 
only those who are steeped in the 
tradition of England have the family 
dinner, and the other appurtenances 


’ of the festive day. 


It might be well if we could all 
be shocked out of our traditional 
Christmas keeping for a while in 
order that we might learn well the 
lesson that keeping Christmas is like 
worshiping God—it must be done in 
Spirit and in truth (John 4:24). 
We know, of course, that Christ was 
certainly not born in December— 
there were never any shepherds 
watching their flocks in Palestine 
in that cold month, the flocks were 
all safely in the folds. The actual 
date for Christmas was not fixed 
until the church in the middle ages 
pasted the idea of Christ’s birth on 
top of the pagan feast of the 
Saturnalia, which was kept with 
great debauchery throughout the 
Roman Empire, even as more liquor 
is sold in the United States in the 
month of December than in any two 
other months put together. 


The real meaning of Christmas is 
to be found in the knowledge of 
what happened when Christ came to 
earth. ‘‘ The grace of God that bring- 
eth salvation hath appeared unto 
all men’’ (Tit. 2:11). The manifes- 
tation of the grace of God—that is 
the meaning of Christmas. If we 
do not know the grace of God in 
Christ, we might as well go out and 
get roaring drunk. Life on the road 
to Hell is a miserable thing, and 
a shot in the arm to bring forgetful- 
ness is worth the while. It is the 
nearest thing to Heaven that the 
poor souls will ever know. 





But if we know the grace of God 
and have comprehended that Christ 
came to take away all our sins, then 
we must go to Christmas school,— 
for the grace of God that appeared 
to all men teaches us. The fact that 
grace teaches is one of the greatest 
facts of the Christian life. Properly 
understood it is the Christian life. 
The lessons that we learn are set 
forth. God wants us to learn ; teach- 
ing comes by grace; the lessons are 
that ‘‘denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously and godly in this present 
age; looking for that blessed hope 
and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.’’ Thus Christmas becomes 
the opening to the return of Christ. 


DIVIDED ALLEGIANCE 


You cannot serve both America 
and Stalin. There are thousands of 
voices who sing that chorus to many 
different tunes. They all illustrate 
the Biblical truth that you cannot 
serve God and mammon. The flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit and the 
Spirit against the flesh. 


A recent illustration of the trag- 
edy of divided allegiance is to be 
found in the story of Louis Adamic. 
A Yugoslav boy, Adamic came to 
the U. S. at the age of 14. He be- 
came passionately addicted to writ- 
ing and mastered a vivid prose style 
in his adopted language. His first 
book, Dynamite, was a history of 
the American labor conflict in its 
more violent phases. The book that 
made him famous was The Native’s 
Return, written after he came home 
from a visit to his homeland. From 
then on his allegiance was divided. 
He wanted to do something for 
Yugoslavia. Thinking that Stalin 
was* Yugoslavia’s best friend, he 
abandoned our democratic ways, 
fought against granting Trotsky an 
asylum in America, and little by 
little became more interested in 
Ralkan polities than in American 
democracy. When Tito broke with 
Stalin he followed Tito. 

Louis Adamic was recently found 
dead at his New Jersey farm below 
Easton. It is widely suspected that 
he was murdered by some member 


‘ 


of an anti-Tito Slavic party. One 
commentator says: ‘‘The moral 
seems to be plain: divided citizen- 
ship, divided national loyalties, can 
— terrible tragedy in the modern 
world.”’ 


The spiritual analogy is just as 
plain. God will never accept a com- 
promise. The world and the flesh 
seek to draw the allegiance of a be- 
liever in a thousand subtle ways, but 
God demands separation. The first 
word spoken to Abraham after his 
eall was, ‘‘Get out ... get out ...’’ 
That is God’s word to the Christian 
today. The separation must take 
place in the soul. Do not believe 
those strident voices which tell you 
that you must get off in a corner 
with nobody but a few other strident 
Christians. The separation is in the 
heart while the activity is in the 
midst of the market place, the church 
organization or the social whirl. God 
tells a believer that he can accept a 
dinner invitation from an unsaved 
friend (1 Cor. 10:27), so there is 
a permitted fellowship in the midst 
of which we bear an uncompromising 
witness. We work in the midst of a 
church that has a name to live and 
is dead. We must strengthen the 
things that remain that are ready to 
die (Rev. 3:2), but all the time our 


- allegiance is with God alone. There 


is never to be any compromise. 


THE STREAM 


I have a friend who has for 
twenty-five years been a faithful 
prayer-supporter of my ministry. 
Chronologically she is getting to be 
old, but spiritually she is very vital. 
Once or twice a year she writes me 
a long letter and rather sandpapers 
me down for anything that she sees 
in my ministry that she thinks is 
not entirely spiritual. We do not 
always agree, theologically, for she 
is rather inclined to give man a 
much larger part in his salvation 
than I am, and rather holds that 
there is an inner circle of Christians 
who have won for themselves more 
blessings than belong to all believers 
by grace. But apart from this I have 
a high regard for her thoughts and 
her prayers. § 


Recently the following was in one 
of her letters: ‘‘Often when I go 
to church—any churech—I look at 
the pulpit. It is usually.empty when 
T get there, not a sound is coming 
from it. And I think, ‘Very soon a 
man will stand there, only a man, 
and from his lips a stream will flow, 
uninterrupted, over the pulpit. It 
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will fill the church and flow into the 
minds and hearts of the people. It 
may overflow into the street and flow 
into the cars of some passerby. Will 
that stream be the Living Water that 
comes from the throne of God—His 
Word, pure, fresh, life-giving? Or, 
will the stream be contaminated by 
the things of earth? Will it come 
from this earth, or will it come from 
a far country, the good news of 
saivation.’ ‘As cold waters to a 
thirsty soul, so is good news from 
a far country’ (Prov. 25:25).’’ 

That should cause any minister 
who. is not a hireling to ask God to 
analyze the stream that he is giving 
forth. How conscious we should be 
at every moment that we—all of us, 
ministers and laymen,—who are 
born again are giving forth a stream 
from the pulpit of our lives and that 
it must be the refreshing stream of 
cold water to thirsty souls, since it 
is the good news from the far coun- 
try where our Lord has gone to get 
His kingdom, with which He will 
return. A pure stream comes from 
living in grace, led by the Holy 
Spirit, feeding on Christ as found 
in the written Word. 


SCIENCE AND THE SPIRIT 


Canon C. E. Raven, well-known 
liberal leader in the Church of 
England, recently gave a series of 
talks over the British broadcasting 
network on ‘‘Science and the Chris- 
tian Man.’’ The last of the talks 
concerned the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit, and Canon Raven brought 
out a very interesting historical 
note. 

*‘Anyone who reflects upon the 
relationship of the Christian Church 
to science throughout its history,’’ 
he said, ‘‘can hardly fail to be 
struck by this fact: that this rela- 
tionship has been close and friendly 
when the Church was influenced by 
doctrine akin to that of the Fourth 
Gospel or of the great Christian 
Platonists of the third and the sev- 
enteenth centuries. Clement and 


Origen in the early days and Ben-- 


jamin Whichcote, John Smith, and 
Ralph Cudworth in the great period 
of British science not only pro- 
claimed a reasonable faith and thus 
provided a climate favourable to the 
study of nature but were men pro- 
foundly concerned with the imma- 
nence of the Godhead.’’ 

He then goes on to state the 
other side of the picture, ‘‘Con- 
versely, when we enquire why it is 
that the Church has so often ignored 
and despised the work of scientists 


we recognize that at such times the 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit almost 
entirely disappears or is reduced to 
a merely ecclesiastical significance.’’ 

Unfortunately the Canon then 
goes on to express the thought that 
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit must 
be recognized in an effort to trans- 
form the society of a democracy so 
that it can resist ‘‘the ruthless effi- 
ciency and solidarity of totalitarian 
systems.’’ He then speaks of a sort 
of social inspiration which trans- 
forms a society and brings it to 
great heights, and wants some ex- 
perience which ‘‘cleanses us of our 
snobbishness and jealousy, and fits 
us for partnership with our neigh- 
bors, and discloses in us ‘a power not 
ourselves that makes for righteous- 
ness’’’ and suggests that such a 
power ‘‘may surely be accepted 
gratefully and without scepticism.’’ 

I for one would look upon such a 
power as being Satanic and a coun- 
terfeit of the divine reality of the 
work of the Holy Spirit. According 
to the Word of God the work of the 
Holy Spirit is to testify of the in- 
nate failure of the human race, to 
show man his own utter nothingness, 
bring him to a place where he con- 
fesses his spiritual bankruptcy and 
accepts the divine grace which freely 
flows from the work of Christ where 
God dealt with sin in a righteous 
manner, crushing it in a vicarious 
substitute in order that He might 
give life freely to those who thus 
believe. Such a work is individual 
regeneration, and those who have 
the reality of it do love one another 
and live sacrificially toward each 
other and toward the world. 

Canon Raven has misread his 
history. During the time when the 
conflict between science and religion 
has been the greatest—(there never 
could be a conflict between science 
and Biblical Christianity except 
that which exists in the carnal mind 
which is enmity against God)— 
there have been the most amazing 
manifestations of the work of the 
Holy Spirit. In the last century 
Wilberforce set loose the currents 
which resulted in the freeing of the 
slaves; Booth saw the horror of the 
under-privileged and began to save 
so many out of the wreckage that 
public conscience was aroused in 


' behalf of the plight of others. 


Hudson Taylor in China and a 
stream of other missionary leaders 
took the Gospel to millions in the 
greatest period of expansion in the 
history of the church. And today 
God keeps on saving individuals out 


of the coming wreck in spite of all 
that can be done by totalitarian 
leaders or men who hide behind 
science in order to keep from sur- 
rendering their souls to God. 


To our readers who have received 
blessing from the pages of ETrrnrry, 
we would like to make a suggestion 
at this Christmas season. - 

Why not give Erernity? You 
must have wished many friends and 
relatives were regularly receivi 
the same blessing you have receiv 
this past year; now is the appro- 
priate season to make it possible. 
Does your pastor subscribe? Do the 
elders or deacons of your church? 
And the Sunday School teachers, 
too, who may not be too strong or 
discerning in spiritual things. The 
neighbor to whom you may have 
been witnessing—and even the 
friend to whom you regularly give 
your copies. Next year you could 
pass them on to someone else. 

And that isn’t all. A gift of 
Eternity is a double gift. Erzernity 
is a self-supporting publication, but 
in order that it may continue to be 
se, we must continually add new 
subscribers as well as renew the sub- 
scriptions of our old subscribers. 
For that reason when you give one or 
more gift subscriptions of ETernirty, 
you are also helping Errerniry. 

Special reduced rates are in effect 
at Christmas time which do not pre- 


vail at any other time of the year. 


With rising printing and paper costs 
we cannot be sure of these rates for 
another year. 

A Christmas gift card will be 
sent in your name to all for whom 
you subscribe. But. fill out the blank 
facing our back cover and send it in 
soon. 


OBITUARY 


A good friend of’ our work re- 
cently showed me a clipping from 
two generations ago which was an 
obituary of her grandfather. The 
papers from which it was cut was the 
Octographic Review, published in 
Richwood, Ohio, on September 15, 
1887. Ohio, and most of America for 
that matter, was rather primitive at 
that date, but there was something 
strong and spiritual about that 
obituary which made me desire to 
a parts of it for people of our 

y. 
‘At Wind Ridge, Green Co., Pa., 
May 25th, 1887, James Cooper, aged 
53 years. He has been a member of 
the body of Christ for 28 years, 
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since which time he has lived a de- 
voted Christian. He possessed, in an 
eminent degree, the elements of true 
Christian manhood. He was kind and 
affectionate in all his ways, willing 
at all times to forgive his enemies. 
He was a great sufferer . . . yet with 
his iron will and untiring energies he 
would sometimes rise above disease, 
and for a time, be comparatively 
well. He would then labor to support 
his large family. He was an elder 
for about ten years, during which 
time he was faithful to his trust, 
always meeting with his brethren on 
Lord’s-day unless providentially 
hindered. His punctuality, perse- 
verance, and deep piety, impressed 
all with whom he came in contact. 
His great concern was to spread the 
fame of Jesus, turn sinners from 
darkness to light, and thus reflect 
honor upon God. We all realize that 
‘a good man has fallen this day in 
Israel.’ We do not, however, mean 
to say that he was without a fault— 
that he never did anything wrong; 
but he aimed to go on to perfection 


‘forgetting those things which are 


behind, and reaching forth to those 
things which are before.’ He may 
have erred in judgment or in deed, 
but never did he willfully or wick- 
edly wrong. His consistency of char- 
acter gave a lustre,.a beauty, and a 
loveliness to all his other redeemable 
qualities. He was an Israelite indeed 
‘in whom there was no guile.’ With 
great intrepidity he met death, 
realizing that he would have the 
victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He, in the name of Jesus, 
exhorted the family and the neigh- 
bors to live soberly and righteously 
in this evil world, until the flowing 
blood smothered out his words. It 
was hemorrhage of the lungs that 
removed him so suddenly. Death 
found him on the battle field with 
his armor on, standing by the cross. 


‘*A devoted husband, a loving 
father, a zealous Christian, and a 
respected citizen has left us—an 
irreparable loss that we all feel. He 
leaves a wife and eleven children 
to mourn their loss. May we all live 
as do the righteous that we may meet 
in our Father’s house on high, where 
all tears are wiped away and sorrow 
is unknown.”’ 


When I read those words I felt 
anew the true communion of the 
saints, and realized our oneness with 
the unnumbered millions who have 
lived and died upon this earth, 


known unto God in Christ, and I 
praised the Lord for His grace to 


- this toiler of old. 


GENESIS 40:24 


This is one of the most difficult 
verses in the Bible to live through. 
The man who finds himself there 
may deem that he is of all men the 
most unhappy, but when the truth 
of the Scripture is seen in all its 
fullness the great lesson will be 
learned. 


Those who have turned to the - 


passage before reading this far will 
have discovered that there are only 
twenty-three verses in the fortieth 
chapter of Genesis, and will be 
wondering if there is a printer’s 
error. We meant it, however, just 
as we have written it. For the white 
space where verse twenty-four would 
have been contains a period of two 
years of waiting. 


Joseph had interpreted the dream 
of the nobleman who functioned as 
the chief cupbearer in the great re- 
ligious festival of Horus. He had 
urged the man to remember him 
when he was released. It is a poign- 
ant verse for a prisoner to tell 
another as he is about to depart from 


the prison: ‘‘But think on me when . 


it shall be well with thee and shew 
kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and 
make mention of me unto Pharaoh 
aud bring me out of this house’’ 
(40:14). But the chapter ends, ‘‘ Yet 
cid not the chief butler remember 
Joseph, but forgat him.’’ 


We can picture the scene when 
the door was opened and the butler 
went forth. Joseph saw a bit of blue 
sky and longed for liberty. Each 
time the door opened he ran to see 
if deliverance had come. After a 
few days he no longer ran to the 
door but merely looked toward it. 
Then after a few days he stopped 
looking at the door. The moments 
passed into hours, the hours passed 
into years. The Psalms describes it: 
‘*He sent a man before them, even 
Joseph, who was sold for a servant ; 
whose feet they hurt with fetters; 
he was laid in iron’’ (Psa. 105:17, 
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The story of Allen Gardiner 


and his pioneer missionary 
work in Tierra del Fuego. 











18). The Revised Version translates 
it in the margin, ‘‘His soul entered 
into the iron,’’ and by a peculiar 
mistranslation which Jerome made 
into the Vulgate it got into the 
English Book of Common Prayer, 
‘‘the iron entered into his soul.’’ 
Perhaps there was more truth than 
error in the translation. 


To wait; to wait; to wait. To 
hope and then to have to wait; to 
wait. To expect and then to have to 
wait ; to wait ; to wait. 

There is only one way to live in 
such a time. It is the only possible 
way. Otherwise a man can become 
hard, or bitter, or rebellious. The 
secret is that we must stop waiting 
for whatever it is we want and begin 
waiting for the Lord. If we are in 
prison and wait for liberty, we will 
serve a life sentence every day. If 
we are sick and waiting for healing, 
we will die a thousand deaths. If 
we are waiting for the Lord, no 
matter what the circumstances, we 
shall renew our strength; we shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; we 
shall run and not be weary ; we shall | 
walk and not faint (Isa. 40:31). 
‘*My soul, wait thou only upon God; 
for my expectation is from Him’’ 
(Psa. 62:5). : 


BEAUTY’S LAW 

Erie Newton, in The Meaning of 
Beauty, a volume recently published 
by McGraw-Hill, writes as follows: 
‘‘Beauty can be described as law- 
abiding behavior, and the response 
to beauty an instinctive recognition 
of the existence of law behind be- 
havior. There is no need to formu- 
late the laws; all that is necessary 
is a conviction that law exists, and 
that since it exists it must manifest _ 
itself in some kind of pattern, and 
that in the ultimate analysis every 
pattern can be expressed in terms 
of mathematics. The origin of beauty 
is only to be found in the study of 
God’s geometry.”’ 


Here is a secular expression of a 
great truth and when it is under- 
stood it can be realized that when we 
attack modern art and all the wild 
forms of painting, sculpture, and 
music, it is not merely a matter of 
personal opinion but that there are 
absolute laws and standards which 
must be conformed to. It is as pos- 
sible-to sin in a music form or an 
art form as it is in a four-letter word 
novel. 
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Psalm DHixty-One 


DB ea: my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer. 





From the end of the earth will I cry unto Thee, 
when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me 
to the rock that is higher than I. 

For Thou hast been a shelter for me, and a 
strong tower from the enemy. 

I will abide in Thy tabernacle forever: I will 
trust in the covert of Thy wings. Selah. 

For Thou, O God, hast heard my vows; Thou 
hast given me the heritage of those that 
fear Thy name. 

Thou wilt prolong the king’s life: and his years 
as many generations. 

He shall abide before God forever: O prepare 
mercy and truth, which may preserve him. 

So will I sing praise unto Thy name forever, 


that I may daily perform my vows. 


DecemsBer 1951 





The Art of Living 


By GODFREY C. ROBINSON and STEPHEN F. WINWARD 


MAKING A SUCCESS OF YOUR JOB 


This is the third in a series on THE ART OF LIVING, which will answer many 
questions concerning the Christian life, that arise in the minds of young believers. 


** Blessed is the man who has found 
his work. Let him ask no other 
blessedness.’’ Allowing for the ele- 
ment of exaggeration in this saying 
of Thomas Carlyle, it does neverthe- 
less bring out the importance of 
finding and doing the right job in 
life. We spend a considerable part 
of our life at work, and consequently 
our daily job is not just a way of 
making a living; it is a large part 
of life itself. The schoolteacher, the 
farmer, the miner, the minister, are 
what they are partly because of the 
nature of their work, and frequently 
one can guess what this is without 
any words being spoken. Frustra- 
tion or unhappiness at work can 
mar life as a whole; yet in spite of 
this many people choose a job with 
less care and thought than they 
would devote to the purchase of a 
house or even a suit of clothes. 


@ Choosing a Job 

Choose a job? We are not over- 
looking the fact that many people 
have never had the opportunity to 
make such a choice. Some are driven 
by the stress of economic need to 
accept the first opening that comes 
their way; others through parental 
pressures take up the family occu- 
pation. In a similar way, the village 
or town in which we live, or the local 
industries may determine our 
‘‘ehoice’’; or personal limitations 
may be so great as to narrow down 
considerably the area of selection. 
And so it happens that many of us 
entered our present jobs by force of 
circumstances, and for the same 
reason are compelled now to stay in 
them. If this is so, we can still try to 
learn the art of getting the best out 
of a ‘‘compulsory”’ job, in the spirit 
of the famous prayer of Jeremy 
Taylor: ‘‘Lord turn my necessities 
into virtues.’’ We shall keep this in 
mind in what follows. 


Others however, especially those 
still at school or college, have a rea- 
sonable opportunity to choose for 
themselves. Some are in the fortu- 
nate position of knowing clearly 
what they should do; others hesitate 
and stand in need of ‘‘vocational 
guidance.’’ The two clues already 
given in a previous article can be of 
great help. Ask yourself, ‘‘ What are 
the things I really enjoy doing?’’ 
And ‘‘What are the things I do 
reasonably well?’’ Real satisfaction 
and aptitude are usually reliable 
guides. It is also a good idea to seek 
the advice of others who often see 
our limitations or abilities much 
more clearly than we see them our- 
selves. In this connection, we should 
avoid making the incorrect assump- 
tion that there is only one job in 
which we could ever succeed. In 
actual fact, there are probably quite 
a number. But there are many jobs 
in which a particular person could 
mever succeed. Spend a little while 
therefore thinking, and discovering, 
whether you are in the right line, 
and do not be afraid to make sensi- 
ble changes if you are not. 


@ Enjoyment, Service and Profit 


It is possible to get the best out of 
a job if three elements enter into it. 
The first of these is enjoyment. 
Edison who made the first electric 
lamp said: ‘‘I never did a day’s 
work in my life; it was all fun.’’ 
Now in fact, as is well known, few 
people worked harder than he did; 
but he had learned the secret that 
enjoyment transforms work. This 
was likewise the experience of the 
journalist who said to himself as he 
walked buoyantly down Fleet Street : 
‘*Fancy being paid for this!’’ For 
the same reason David Livingstone 
the missionary could say: ‘‘I have 
never made a sacrifice in my life.’’ 


We get the best out of our work 
when we get real joy out of it—for 
what is more satisfying than solid 
and lasting happiness? This does 
not mean, of course, that any job 
ean be all enjoyment. All work con- 
tains an element of dreary monotony, 
which is a necessary part of the 
discipline of life. It might be ques- 
tioned whether it is possible to find 
enjoyment in a ‘‘compulsory’’ job; 
for example in the routine of a mass- 
production factory. Admittedly this 
will be difficult, and in many cases 
impossible, but perhaps something 
can be done through the deliberate 
creation of interest. The workman 
who puts bolts in cars, and does that 
one job only, may find some satis- 
faction in the skill of his task and 
the thought of the wider usefulness 
of the thing he is making. Although 
we must not be too idealistic here, 
for not even a saint of the most 
heroic order could find interest or 
enjoyment in some modern occupa- 
tions, yet it is amazing to see how 
many jobs can be transformed by the 
spirit in which we do them. 


The second element is service. It 
is a law of life that we receive by 
giving; we get the most out of our 
work when we give as much service 
as possible through it. The ‘‘go- 
getter’’ is easily recognized, as also 
is the person who works with one 
eye on the clock, and an employer is 
unlikely to pick out such people for 
advancement. When we do give real 
service, it is appreciated in the long 
run. The man who has been faithful 
in a little is given a larger trust ; the 
eustomer who has received his 
money’s worth returns for more. 

The third element in work is profit. 
Now some Christian people imagine 
that it is quite wrong to work for 
profit and advancement. But this is 
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not the case. It is only so if the profit 
motive is our only motive, ie. if it 
excludes enjoyment and service; but 
subject to them it is an essential ele- 
ment in daily work. Christ Himself 
said that the laborer was worthy of 
his hire. Why should not those who 
render real service be entitled to real 
reward? There is nothing wrong in 
being ambitious, to want to get on; 
it all depends upon why we want to 
get on. Is it to shine or to serve? If 
it is merely for personal security, 
wealth, luxury, power, or influence 
it is admittedly a corrupt ambition. 
But the Christian should be ambi- 
tious for Christ’s sake, and will find 
that greater responsibilities bring 
him greater opportunities for Chris- 
tian service and influence. Why 
should we leave all the influential 
positions to the agents of the Devil? 
‘Oh, to be nothing!’’ is not a Chris- 
tian ideal; it is far more Christian 
to want to be something—for the 
Lord. These three factors we have 
mentioned, enjoyment, service, and 
profit, obviously cannot be equally 
prominent in every type of job, and 
it is not to be expected that the sweep 
will enjoy his work as much as, 
say, the conductor of an orchestra. 
But the more all three factors can 
enter into work, the more we will 
get out of it. 


@ Acquiring Technical Skill and 

Knowledge 

Now of course, to get the best out 
of a job, you must be good at it, 
which means acquiring technical 
skill and appropriate knowledge. 
You must apply yourself to the task 
of learning. This will increase, not 
only knowledge and skill, but also 
interest and enjoyment, which often 
depend upon knowledge. Many a 
man or woman has come to like a 
job just through getting down to 
the hard business of understanding 
and mastering it. This may be a long 
process stretching over a number of 
years, for one cannot learn to be a 
good carpenter, farmer, or lawyer 
in a few months, so that for the ac- 
quisition of knowledge and technical 
skill we must be prepared for the 
sacrifice of time, leisure, and plea- 
sure. It may mean taking a study 
course, or weekly attendance at 
night school. It may mean tackling 
one particular aspect of the field, i.e. 
specializing. But in any case it is 
bound to involve hard work. There 
are no short cuts to success in any 
worth-while job. Some of the people 
whose ‘‘easy’’ success we envy have 
probably worked far harder than we 


realize, and it is often said that 
genius is 10% inspiration and 90% 
perspiration. Avoid like the plague 
the deplorable present-day tendency 
to do less and less, the demand for 
the slashing of hours, for the five day 
week, the general laziness and avoid- 
ance of responsibility. No person 
ever gets the best out of his job by 
attempting to by-pass hard work. 


@ The Importance of Personal 
Relationships 


But success at work does not de- 
pend only, or even mainly, on tech- 
nical skill and knowledge. In a later 
article we shall be stressing the im- 
portance of those personal qualities 
which make possible harmonious 
relationships and friendly co-opera- 
tion. The ability to get on well with 
others is obviously essential. Here 
is a farm which in the last year has 
had two bailiffs. The first was good 
at the job as far as knowledge of 
agriculture was concerned, but 
treated the men like dirt. Conse- 
quently he could get very little out 
of them. The second bailiff was no 
better as a farmer, but knew how to 
handle men, and has proved to be a 
real success. How many jobs are lost 
through friction, touchiness, lack of 
co-operation and absence of the 
qualities of leadership. While this 
applies with special 


@ The Need for Leisure 


The necessity for hard work has 
been stressed. It is no contradiction, 
but the complement of this truth, to 
emphasize the need for leisure. To 
wor kwell, it is necessary from time 
to time to put down one’s tools and 
leave one’s work behind. A man’s 
job should not be the whole of his 
life, so do not neglect your home, 
social life, recreation, and the fellow- 
ship of the church. We say this not 
only in the interest of these aspects 
of, life, but in the interest of the 
work itself; for if one’s job is kept 
in its proper place, one will return 
to it refreshed and better able to 
make progress. The divine pattern 
for creation, as we see in the alter- 
nation of day and night, of the 
Lord’s day and weekdays, of sum- 
mer and winter, is work and rest. 
This subject is so important that we 
will be devoting the whole of the 
next article to it. 


@, Every Job a Vocation 


We often refer to a man’s work 
as his ‘‘calling,’’ a word which gives 
us the clue to the discovery of the 
supreme motive which should direct 
all we do. If it is a calling, then 
someone must have called us to do 


- (Continued on Page 46) 





force to certain jobs, 
there are few in which 
it does not apply at all. 


Now the qualities 
which make for success 
in our relations with 
others at work are not 
difficult to spot. Pune- 
tuality, both in begin- 
ning work and in keep- 
ing appointments is a 
sign of respect and con- 
sideration for others. 
Courtesy, especially to 
those in lower grades, 
is like oil to a machine, 
and creates smooth and 
harmonious relation- 
ships. Reliability is a 
basic virtue, for what- 
ever gifts and abilities 
a man may have, he is 
useless if people have to 
say, ‘‘You cannot de- 
pend upon him.’’ Hon- 
esty and general integ- 
rity of character inspire 
the confidence and trust 
upon which in the last 
resort rests the whole 
work-a-day world. 





Wide World Phote 


“1 never did a day’s work in my life 
—it was all fun’—Thomas A. Edison 
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CURRENT EVENTS IN THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE 


THE STATE OF THE NATION 


For many years it has been the custom for the 
President of the United States to deliver an address 


to the joint houses of the Congress at the opening of * 


the year on The State of the Nation. These addresses 
are almost always delivered with great complacency, 
and have become, during the past few years, campaign 
speeches glorifying the efforts of the party that is in 
power and conveying the thought that if all is not 
quite exactly all right in the best of all possible worlds, 
it is at least right enough if the citizenry will have 
sense enough to continue the governing party in power. 

What would happen if the President of the United 
States should suddenly develop the moral courage to 
deliver an address to the Congress that would seek to 
set forth, honestly, the true state of the nation. We 
imagine that the legislators would stir uneasily after 
a few moments, that there would be dark scowls, some 
would boo, and much of the nation would hate the plain 
straight truths. It would start off all right, but then... 

As we go into the second half of the twentieth cen- 
tury, the United States stands as the most powerful 
nation in the world. So well-known are these facts 
that it is not necessary to speak of the economic superi- 
ority of this nation. This present study will concern 
itself with the human resources of the United States: 
the strength and the weakness of the nation in its 
citizens. 

The Scientific American opened a study on our popu- 
lation with the following remarks: ‘‘The U. S. is a 
fortunate nation. It is rich in the gifts of geologic 
time—climate and land, minerals and fuels. Out of 
these natural resources have grown our bounteous agri- 
culture, our advanced technology, and our people— 
150 million strong. Although our population rests upon 
natural resources, it is a natural resource in itself. It 
is a biological resource, and like other biological re- 
sources it is capable of replenishing and increasing 
itself. And like all natural resources it can be husbanded 
or squandered, spent wisely or foolishly. The U. S. has 
not always spent its resources wisely. In recent years 
we have become aware that such of our resources as 
forests, soil, iron ore and petroleum are finite, and we 
have begun to develop a conscience about their con- 
servation. There is good reason to believe that we should 
be even more concerned about the conservation of our 
human resources.’’ 

From this same magazine we derive many of our 
population facts, brt all of the conclusions from these 






facts we draw ourselves. It is true that the U. S. has 
a very small part of the world’s two and a third billion 
people: in 1950 only six out of every 100 cf the world’s 
people lived within our continental boundaries. But a 
hundred years ago we had only two per cent of the 
world’s population and 50 years ago only five per cent. 
Most important, we are much the healthiest and the 
wealthiest of the world’s great powers. Moreover, an- 
other great element of strength in our population situa- 
tion is the age composition of our people. Only one- 
fourth of our population are children under age 15, 
whereas in Asia, for example, about forty per cent are 
in that generally unproductive group. Furthermore, 
we have a very high percentage of distribution of in- 
telligence, although the nation is not exploiting that 
percentage as well as it might. 

It is estimated that we have about 400,000 éngineers, 
209,000 doctors, 200,000 college teachers, and 175,000 
scientists. If we add the architects, editors, lawyers, 
social scientists, and persons in other high-level fields, 
the total number of brainworkers is perhaps a million 
and a half. Even if the actual number is twice that, 
we have still only two per cent of the population and 
five per cent of the nation’s labor force. 

All of this seems to show that we are in a magnificent 
position to continue in our place of world leadership, 
but now we must turn to consider the flaws that are 
in the picture. If there is too much sand in the cement 
that is used in building a dam, there is great danger 
that the force of the water in a time of flood shall sweep 
away the dam and bring all the impounded waters in 
a distrous flood upon all the lands below. There are 
flaws in our population so great that there is serious 
danger that we cannot withstand the pressures of the 
events that are bound to be put upon us in the years 
that lie just before us. 

Let us look at the flaws in our world of labor, in our 
world of capital, in our world of education and in our 
world of government. 

Those who are laborers may say that they are merely 
following the current that marks the whole of national 
life, but since we have to begin somewhere, we begin 
with that section of the nation which comprises the 
largest percentage of the population. The facts show 
that everywhere in the labor world there is a large 
letdown in moral fiber and a large increase in practices 
which cannot be considered as being honest in any way 
at all. I recently saw a cartoon which showed two girls 
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in an office lounging on their désks while a third girl 
was feverishly at work at some filing cabinets. The 
caption read: ‘‘She must be new; she works as hard 


- as though the boss were looking.’’ Have we become 


a nation of chiselers and clock watchers in our labor 
practices? Let us realize that a person who does not 
furnish sixty minutes work for sixty minutes pay 
is a thief. If hours are nine to five, then you should 
be at work in fime to have your coat and hat off and be 
at your desk or bench when the hour to work arrives. 
You should work until five o’clock and proceed from 
your job to your coat locker on your own time. Any 
other practice is thievery of your employer’s time. 
It is just as possible to steal by not furnishing effort 
that you are paid to furnish as it would be to take 
actual cash. 

There are some unions which steal from the entire 
economy by their practices. The bricklayers’ union, one 
of the most highly entrenched gangs in the country, has 
consistently refused to allow the introduction of a 
mechanism which would make it possible to double the 
number of bricks layed in any eight-hour period. Their 
practice is as dishonest as would be the refusal of 
street-sweepers to allow machine sweepers, and to in- 
sist that hand brooms must be retained in order to 
spread the work and make possible the continuation 
of a full roll of employees in the sanitation department. 

The painters’ union has refused to use five-inch 
brushes as they would put on more paint than the 
standard four-inch brushes, while, in the building 
trades the use of air-gun sprays for paint is regulated 
as it would otherwise reduce the amount of work and 
the number of painters. This short-sighted conduct does 
not make allowance for the fact that as new inventions 
have come the employees on displaced practices and 
trades have always found entrance into new and more 
highly-paid places in the expanding economy. 

The electricians’ union has insisted, for example, 
that a union carpenter may not operate a floor sander 
without a member of the electricians’ union present 
to turn the switch off and on. It is as vicious a practice 
as though the same union insisted that your cleaning 
woman could operate a vacuum cleaner, but that a 
master electrician would have to be present to plug the 
cord into the wall and flick the switch that operates 
the machine. 

All of these practices contribute to the greatly in- 
creased cost of the building trade, slow down the 
amount of housing that can be completed, make it neces- 
sary for thousands of our population to live in low- 
bracket houses that are made of inferior materials, 
put together in such a fashion that many of our hous- 
ing developments will be slums in another twenty-five 
years. All of these practices contribute to the spiral 
rise of inflation which threatens to engulf our whole 
economy. 

And if there are such practices among the laborers, 
it is beeause they know that there are similar practices 
on higher levels. There are black markets and kick- 
backs and under-the-table deals that are contrary to 
government regulations. 

To show what has become almost standard practice 
in much of American life, I will tell you of an instance 
that came under my personal observation. In the club 
ear of an all-Pullman train a group of men were drink- 
ing and talking one evening. By their conversation 
one could tell that they were business executives talk- 





ing about various deals they had made and how they 
had succeeded in getting materials that were in scar- 
city. The deals were all described in terms that were 
boasting. They were smart boys who knew how to make 
a fast buck. The conversation turned to insurance. One 
man said, ‘‘Do you remember the big wind last No- 
vember? I live out in Néw Jersey and the wind blew 
down a Japanese cherry tree that I had planted about 
three years before. It had cost me $3.50 but I got 
enough out of the insurance company to landscape the 
whole north side of my house. Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha!’’ 
And all the men laughed approvingly, as though the 
man had done exactly right, and as though this were 
the correct procedure and the standard practice for 
American business men. 

Is it any wonder then that in the field of polities 
we find the civic leaders subject to graft and corrup- 
tion? The Kefauver committee has shown that there is 
a very close link between crime and the police in many 
of our large cities. In some cases the public servants 
are themselves the gangsters. There are places where 
men are told to fork over to certain ‘‘benefits’’ or buy 
tickets for ‘‘dances.’’ If they do not, they soon discover 
that their places of business are overrun with building 
inspectors, who want to check over their fire-preven- 
tion apparatus, their electric wiring, their sanitation 
facilities. After they have had innumerable annoy- 
ances, someone comes around casually and tips them 
off that their annoyances will cease if they will wise up 
to the necessity of contributing to the ‘‘benefits,’’ ete. 
In some cases they are even told that for a certain sum 
their competitors will be practically hounded out of 
business while they will be protected. 

(Continued on Page 54) 
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DIVINE HEALING: What the Bible. Miracles Teach 


By PHILIP RAYMOND BOUCHER 


@ This is a continuation of an article in 
the November issue in which the author 
attempts “first to discover what were the 
reasons for the abundance of miraculous 
cures during the time of Jesus and the 
apostles, and secondly to see whether the 
same needs for them exist today, for 
unless they do we shall not expect to see 
thousands of Christians being healed 
miraculously of their diseases, nor will 
our faith fail when we do not.” 


The Proofs God Gave 


1. THE INDWELLING OF THE SON 
BY THE FATHER. 


. The first proof was that demon- 
strated by all the miracles which 
Jesus performed i the period 
from the beginning of His ministry, 
up to the time of His being seized by 
the soldiers in the garden of Geth- 
semane. As we have already seen in 
Jesus’ own explanations of His 
miracles, it was that of the Son’s 
being in the presence of the Father 
and of the Father’s being in the Son. 
So important is the significance of 
this truth that other evidence must 
be given in support of it. 

First, there was the statement of 
Jesus to the Jews. “‘“He who sent 
Me is with Me: He has not left Me 
alone’” (John 8:29), and also that 
of Peter to Cornelius and his house- 
hold. He said “ “You know .. . how 
Jesus went about doing good and 
healing all that were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with Him’” 
(Acts 10:38). 

Then there were the three” occa- 
sions when the voice of the Father 
was heard in the presence of Jesus. 

At Jesus’ baptism John the Baptist 
heard “ a voice from Heaven saying, 
‘This is My beloved Son, with whom 
I am well pleased’” (Mt. 3:17). 


And at the Transfiguration, Peter 
and James and John heard the voice 
of the Father say ““This is My be. 
loved Son, with whom I am wel 
pleased : listen to Him’ ” (Mt. 17:5). 


A British Physician 


And again, an occasion of which we 
read in John’s Gospel: Jesus said, 
“Father glorify Thy Name’.” Then 
a voice came from Heaven, “ ‘I have 
glorified it, and will glorify it again.’ 
The crowd standing by heard it and 
said that it thundered. Others said 
‘An angel has spoken to Him.’ Jesus 
answered “This voice has come for 
your sake, not for Mine’” (12:28). 


Lastly, there are the accounts of 
attempts which were made to arrest 
Jesus or to kill Him. Thus, at Naza- 
reth “they led Him to the brow of the 
hill on which their city was built 
that they might throw Him down 
headlong. But, passing through the 
midst of them He went away” (Lk. 
4:29). 

In John we read, “They sought to 
arrest Him: but no one laid hands on 
Him, because His hour had not yet 
come (7:30). The chief priests and 
Pharisees sent officers to arrest Him” 
(32). But they returned empty 
handed, saying “ ‘No man ever spoke 
like this Man!’” (46). 

These evasions, and others like 
them recorded in John’s Gospel, were 
miraculous, and evidence, therefore, 
of Jesus’ being in the presence of the 
Father. In John’s Gospel we read that 
when the band of soldiers, guided by 
Judas Iscariot, first discovered Jesus 
in the garden of Gethsemane “they 
drew back and fell to the ground” 
(18:6). God was still with Him. 
Then, when the high priest’s slave had 
had his ear cut off, Luke records that 
Jesus “touched his ear and healed 
him” (22:51). God was still with 
Him. But when Jesus had said 
“ ‘Shall I not drink the cup which the 
Father has given Me?’ the band of 
soldiers and their captain and the 
officers of the Jews” (John 18:11) 
were able to seize Jesus and bind Him. 
Then He was in their power and 
could do nothing. The Father had 
forsaken Him; and thus ended the 
first period of which the most striking 
feature was the miracle. 


2. THe SON FORSAKEN BY THE 
FATHER. 


In marked contrast there followed 
the period during which the miracu- 
lous was conspicuous by its absence. 

The proof which God now gave to 
the apostles, and to the world, was the 
opposite to that given previously, for 
it was proof of the absence of the 
Father from the Son. This was seen 
in all those happenings which began 
with the seizing of Jesus in the gar- 
den, and ended with the resurrection 
of His body. It is to be noted that, 
during this time, while He was on the 
cross, He cried out ‘“My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’ ” 
(Mk. 15:34). This time there was 
no answering voice. 

What did all this signify? All 
along, the Father and Son had been 
united, had been One; now the Son 
was forsaken. It meant that He had 
become the Sin-Bearer, for sin, and 
sin alone, separates man from God 
(Isa. 59:2). Paul wrote “For our 
sake God made Him to be sin who 
knew no-sin” (2 Cor. 5:21). God 
cannot be, or remain, united with sin. 
None knew better than the apostles 
that, under the Law of Moses, “He 
that is hanged is accursed of God” 
(Deut. 21:23). 

When the apostles saw Jesus hang- 
ing from the cross, God proved to 
them that Jesus received punishment 
not His own; He proved that sin 
matters; that his forgiveness of sin 
is both righteous and genuine, for 
they saw the price of sin paid, and 
that it was His own beloved Son who 
paid it. Thus God proved to them 
His love for a sinning world. 


3. THe FatHer AND SON RE- 
UNITED. 


We come now to the second period 
which was characterized by miracu- 
lous events, namely, the resurrection 
of the dead body of Jesus, His mirac- 
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uious comings and goings subsequent- 
ly, and finally, His ascension into the 
Heavens. These showed that the 
Father and Son had once again be- 
come united, which proved that, 
through the suffering and death of 
the Son, the sin which had separated 
Him. from the Father had been 
blotted out. 


Jesus had said to those who slew 
him “‘You are of your father the 
devil, and your will is to do your 
father’s desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning . . .’” (John 8: 
44). Thus in the last analysis, it was 
Satan who .was responsible for the 
death of Jesus, and the resurrection 
therefore proved to the apostles the 
complete defeat of Satan by Jesus. 


The resurrection also proved to the 
apostles that the power to raise the 
dead was inherent in the Father, as 
Jesus had always insisted. After He 
was risen He said to them “ ‘See My 
hands and My feet, that it is I My- 
self: handle Me and see; for a spirit 
has not flesh and bones as you see that 
I have’” (Luke 24:39). 


Both Paul and John record five ap- 
pearances and disappearances of 
Jesus, all miraculous, and at the last 
the apostles saw Jesus disappear bod- 
ily into the Heavens — alive. 


4. THE SENDING OF THE HOLy 
SPIRIT INTO BELIEVERS. 


Ten days after He ascended, at the 
time of Pentecost, when the apostles 
were all together in one place, they 
observed the fulfillment of Jesus’ 
promise, that He would request the 
Father to send the Holy Spirit to 
dwell in believers. Suddenly there 
was a sound “from Heaven like the 
rush of a mighty wind (the symbol 
of power), and it filled the house 
where they were sitting.” Then they 
saw “tongues as of fire” (the symbol 
of that which purifies) “distributed 
and resting on each one of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit .. .” (Acts 2:2). 

Thus began the third and final 
period characterized by miraculous 
events. It remained for God to prove 
to the apostles that belief in the cru- 
cified and risen Christ brought cleans- 
ing from sin and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, not only to themselves, but 
also to others who may never have 
seen Jesus, but heard of Him only 
through the apostles’ word. 


That was the purpose of all the 
miraculous happenings that followed 


after Pentecost, and they may be 
divided into two groups, those which 
the apostles observed in themselves, 
and those which they observed in 
others. 


(a) THe Sicns or THe Sprrir 1n 
THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES. 


First, the apostles themselves were 
changed men after they had received 
the Holy Spirit. Thus, in John 20:19 
we read that, before the Holy Spirit 
came, “. . . the doors being shut where 
the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews ...” But afterwards, in Acts 
4:31, “They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and spoke the Word of 
God with boldness.” 


In Acts 2 it is recorded that imme- 
diately after the pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit, the apostles began to 
speak in other tongues, so that men of 
all nations heard their speaking in 
various languages. This proved to 
the apostles that the Holy Spirit was 
indeed working in themselves. 


_They also found that they had the 
power to heal the sick, but they were 
very careful to explain that the power 
was not their own, but God’s. 


The question which must now be 
answered is “Why were the apostles 
given this healing faculty?” The an- 
swer is that God’s purpose of proving 
the fact of his forgiveness of sin 
could not. be achieved unless He gave 
to the apostles themselves the author- 
ity to forgive, and unless at the same 
time they could observe visible and 
tangible (that is, earthly) conse- 





After a car accident, a Porterville, Cal., resi- 
dent named Roberts had to have his nose 
amputated. Though it was replaced with an 
artificial one, his sense of smell was gone. 
Roberts lost a million-to-one shot when he 
walked into a gas-filled hotel room, detected 

thing, lit a cigaret. In the explosion, he was 
critically injured. 

In spiritual matters the sense of smell may 
be likened unto spiritual discernment. If some- 
one does not have this most critical faculty he 
will not be able to smell false doctrine when 
the poison is released from pulpits or in re- 
ligious books. The resulting explosion may de- 
stroy his soul. The only possible protection is 
to spend a great deal of time 
in Bible study since “by reason 
of use” it is possible to have 
“the senses exercised to dis- 
cern”. (Heb. 5:14) 











quences of sin removed from those 
whom they thought worthy of for- 
giveness. 


That the apostles would be given 
authority to forgive sin Jesus had 
clearly foretold: after He was risen 
He said to them “‘As the Father 
has sent Me even so I send you.’ Arid 
when He said this He breathed on 
them, and said to them, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven, if you re- 
tain the sins of any they are retained’ ” 
(John 20:21), and ‘just as Jesus 
proved His authority on earth to 
forgive sins by healing diseased bod- 
ies, so was the proof of their author- 
ity demonstrated to the apostles by 
the healing of whom they would, and 
further, the demonstration of that 
authority was a sign of their having 
received the Holy Spirit. 


Of all the human contacts which 
they made, some were sinners repent- 
ant, the rest, sinners unrepentant. And 
the Holy Spirit empowered the apos- 
tles to judge, on the spot, who was 
repentant, and who unrepentant, 
whose sins should be forgiven and 
whose retained. In the presence of 
repentance and faith the desire of the 
apostle for the sinner’s forgiveness 


was immediately accompanied by the 


proof of the forgiveness from God, 
who healed. 


Thus, at Lystra, Paul saw the man 
crippled from birth. “and seeing that 
he had faith to be made well, said in 
a loud voice ‘Stand upright on your 
feet.’ And he sprang up and walked” 
(Acts 14:9). And Peter also saw a 
man lame from birth lying at the gate 
of the temple. And he said “ ‘in the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
walk’” (Acts 3:6). Later he said to 
the Jews “‘And His Name, by faith 
in His Name, has made this man 
strong . . . the faith which is through 
Jesus has given the man this perfect 
health ...’” (16). 


On the other hand, the stories of 
Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5), of 
Simon the magician (Acts 8), and 
Elymas the magician (Acts 13), are 
examples of the retaining of sin by 
Peter and by Paul. Ananias and his 
wife were miraculously and pain- 
lessly destroyed, Simon was denied 
the Holy Spirit, and Elymas was 
severely punished. 

(b) Sicns or THE Hoty Spirit In 

OTHER BELIEVERS. 


The second group of proofs shown 
the apostles concerning the Holy 
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Spirit consisted of signs of His 
presence in other believers. Jesus 
had said to the apostles “ ‘And these 
signs will accompany those who be- 
lieve: in My Name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak in new 
tongues ; they will pick up serpents, 
and if they drink any deadly thing 
it will not hurt them; they will lay 
their hands on the sick and they will 
recover” (Mk. 16:17). And it was 
so. 

By granting audible and visible 
miraculous signs performed by those 
who had heard the Gospel message 
and believed in it, God proved to the 
apostles that the Holy Spirit was 
living in these believers, and that they 
were therefore cleansed of all sin, 
that indeed, sin alone separates man 
from God. It was also proved to the 
apostles that God is no respecter of 
persons, that He loves Jew and Gen- 
tile alike, and that the death of the 
One was adequate atonement for the 
sins of the many. 


For example, we have in Acts 10 
the account of Peter’s speaking to 
Cornelius and the members of his 
household: “While Peter was still 
saying this, the Holy Spirit fell on all 
who heard the word. And the be- 
lievers from among the circumcised 
who came with Peter were amazed, 
because the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles. For they heard them speak- 
ing in tongues and extolling God” 
(44). 

In Acts 6 we read that a believer 
named “Stephen, full of grace and 
power, did great wonders and signs 
among the people” (8). Another 
believer, Philip (the deacon, not the 
apostle) (Acts 8) cast out unclean 
spirits and healed paralyzed and lame 
people. Acts 15:12 tells that another 
believer, Barnabas, performed signs 
and wonders with the apostle Paul, 
who also observed the Holy Spirit 
fall on some believers at Ephesus, 
“and they spoke with tongues and 
prophesied” (Acts 19:6). 

These, then, are the proofs which 
God gave to the apostles. The whole 
series of fundamental truths of God’s 
New Covenant with mankind was 
proven to them, and to them alone. 
And what the apostles saw, was this, 
that the believer in Christ is, in God’s 
sight, cleansed of all his (or her) 
sins, and has living in him the Spirit 
of Him who overcame Satan and 
death. 


The Apostles’ Job: Those Who 
Have Not Seen 


Our next task is to enquire what 
the Apostles were to do with the 
proofs of which they were thus 
possessed. 

The word “apostle” means one who 
is sent as a messenger. There were, 
and are, those to whom the Gospel 
message had to be sent. The pro- 
portion of mankind able to witness 
for itself the fundamental truth of 
God’s provision for sinners was very 
minute. The vast majority have to 
learn of these truths secondhand and 
to prove them, each for himself and 
herself. It is this proving which is 
faith. . 

It was those who live by faith 
whom Jesus had in mind, when, 
speaking of the apostles, He prayed 
“*T do not pray for these only, but 
also for those who are to believe in 
Me through their words ...’” (John 
17:20), and when He said to Thomas 
“*Have you believed because you 
have seen Me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet believed !’ ” 
(John 20:29). 


The work of the apostles was of 


two kinds. 


First, there was their ministry to 
their contemporaries, two _ illustra- 
tions of which we find in Acts. 

Speaking to the rulers, elders, and 
scribes, Peter and John answered 
“we cannot but speak of what we 
have seen and heard’” (4:20). And 
Paul, speaking to men of Israel at 
Antioch of Pisidia said “ ‘For many 
days Jesus appeared to those who 
came up with Him from Galilee to 
Jerusalem, who are now His wit- 
nesses to the people’” (13:31). 


Secondly there was, and still is, 
their much larger ministry, through 
their written word, to the whole 
world. 


Jesus had said to them “ ‘You are 
the light of the world’” (Mt. 5:14): 
“ ‘you shall be My witnesses . . . to 
the end of the earth’” (Acts 1:8). 
And he had also promised “ “The 
Holy Spirit . . . will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remem- 
brance all that I have said to you’” 
(John 14:26). 


And so in Luke’s Gospel we read 
“Tnasmuch as many have undertaken 
to compile a narrative of the things 
which have been accomplished among 
us, just as they were delivered to us 
by those who from the beginning 
were eye witnesses and ministers of 


the word, it seemed good to me also, 
having followed all things closely, 


for some time past, to write .. .” 
(Lk. 1:1). 

And in his Gospel John wrote 
“Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of His disciples, which are 
not written in this book; but these 
are written that ‘you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing you may have life 
in His name” (20:30). “This is the 
disciple who is bearing witness to 
these things, and who has written 
these things, and we know his testi- 
mony is true” (21:24). 

And lastly, we have the following 
example in John’s first epistle. “That 
which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen 
with our own eyes, which we have 
looked upon and touched with our 
hands, concerning the Word of life— 
the life was made manifest, and we 
saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim 
to you the eternal life which was with 
the Father and was made manifest 
to us” (1John 1:1). 

Thus we see that it was the duty of 
the apostles to pass on to the rest of 
the world, both directly and indirectly, 
written witness of the proofs which 
God showed to them. 


* *x * 


The Possibility of Proofs Passes 


It was necessary for Jesus to die 
but once for the sin of the world, and 
proof of His death and of all the 
other fundamental truths, concerning 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
could therefore be given only to wit- 
nesses contemporary with Jesus. 


When all those who had seen and - 


believed in Jesus the Man had them- 
selves passed on, there remained none 
to whom God could show visual and 
audible proof that belief in Him who 
was crucified brings forgiveness, 
from the Father, of sin that is past, 
together with power to conquer temp- 
tation which is future. When the 
witnesses had passed on, who had 
been with Jesus “from the begin- 
ning,” there remained none to whom 
God could prove that the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit were One. 


The possibility of proofs therefore 
passed away with the apostles, and 
this means that the need for miracles 
passed too. The work of the miracle 
was done when the apostles’ witness 
had been recorded in writing. 


(To be Concluded) 
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AN OPENING DOOR 

A missionary correspondent in Brazil sends 
us the following information: ‘‘Our work con- 
tinues to go on well. There is great liberty in 
Brazil to preach the Gospel. The church is 
growing on every hand. In the recent elections 
it is surprising to note the number of Protes- 
tants who are elected to the city, state and fed- 
eral legislatures. The Vice-President of Brazil, 
Cafe Filo, was reared in a Christian home and 
had evangelical training in his youth.” 

We must pray for Brazil. As the Lord closes 
doors in some countries, he opens them in 
others. 


CHURCH AND STATE 

The Methodist Hospital in Washington, 
D. C., has teamed up with the Roman Catholic 
Hospital of the same city to get Federal funds 
for their respective institutions. The Catholic 
request is for $2,800,000 the Methodist hos- 
pital (Sibley Memorial) would get about 
$1,600,00. The bill has passed the House and 
is expected to pass the Senate. It should be 
defeated at all costs. If such a bill goes through, 
there is precedent established for the union of 
church and state in still one more small matter. 
These small links will suddenly be seen to be 
a long chain. And we can be sure that from one 
end of the country to the other we will hear, 
time and time again, ‘‘The Methodists accept 
money for their hospitals; why can’t we Catho- 
lics have some too?’’ Keep church and state 
separated. 


ANOTHER LINK 

The final chapter of the court battle in Mis- 
sissippi over state funds for hospitals has now 
come to light. The Roman Catholics won their 
battle in Vicksburg and immediately announced 
plans for a three million dollar hospital in 
Jackson. The next step was to link that new, 
ultra-modern hospital with the plans for the 
new state-financed medical school. It appears 
that medical training in the next generation 
in the state of Mississippi will be largely in the 
hands of the Roman church. 


MODERN BABYLON 

There is increasing pressure on the leaders 
of the National Council of Churches to estab- 
lish headquarters in the Middle West. The most 
likely site is Columbus, Ohio. I am convinced 
that the ecumenical movement is the gathering 
of the tares into bundles, even as the under- 


lying deepening of revival in many quarters 
outside the ecumenical movement is a trend 
toward the gathering of the wheat. This para- 
graph is occasioned by a series of editorials in 
the Christian Century covering the principal 
contestants for the choice. These cities are New 
York, Chicago, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Indian- 
apolis, and Columbus. 


The principal argument for New York is a 
curious and revealing one: ‘‘ New York is being 
pushed by top officials of the agencies which 
were merged to form the National Council, plus 
some of the officials and board secretaries of 
denominations with offices in that city. They 
have become accustomed to working in down- 
town Manhattan; it is almost an instinctive 
reaction for them to conclude that the proper 
place for Protestant headquarters is wherever 
they are.’’ 


Most interesting; and a spiritual mind is 
almost instantly aware that the ‘‘instinctive 
reaction’’ is one of the flesh and certainly not 
of the Holy Spirit. But what in the entire 
ecumentical movement gives any indication 
that the Holy Spirit is in any of it? 


The Century then sets forth New York’s ten- 
point claim to priority: 1) immediate availabil- 
ity of space; 2) immediate proximity of many 
denominational headquarters and agencies; 
3) train and air facilities; 4) the city is the 
banking, purchasing, and shipping center par 
excellence; 5) it has the largest Protestant 
constituency of any city 629,633; 6) the choice 
of New York where so many council activities 
are now centered would mean the least upset 
in the program; 7) unparalleled hotel facilities 
for conventions; 8) the latter on a completely 
interracial basis; 9) fewer officials would have 
to move; 10) most cultural advantages for the 
families of the employees. Against this the 
costs would be much higher; the quality of 
New York Protestantism is very low, and the 
conclusion is drawn that New York would have 
more influence on the Council than the Council 
would on New York. 


Chicago claims all of the advantages of New 
York with the exception of 9) a few more offi- 
cials would have to move. But the original costs 
and the continuing costs would be lower, 
though housing is very difficult. Cleveland is 
really putting up a fight to get the headquarters 
located there. And, interestingly enough, the 
wealthy layman who is devoting all his efforts 
to this end, is the grandson of two Methodist 
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preachers and himself a member of the Unitarian Church. 
That is a very significant’ sequence. Cleveland’s advan- 
tages are that 58% of the American population lives 
within 500 miles, and that men traveling to conventions 
could get there overnight on clergy fare, and that rental 
and housing costs are much lower than in New York and 
Chicago. 
The paragraph that determined me to summarize these 
articles was one in the story on Columbus, Ohio. It would 
appear that Columbus and New York are the serious 
contenders for the site of the headquarters. Protestant 
leaders in Columbus have already bought a great plot 
of ground and raised a large sum of money toward build- 
ing a vast Temple of Goodwill, crowned with a Chapel 
in the Clouds. The prospectus looks like a Hollywood 
design for a Board Secretaries Millenium. The Christian 
Century says, ‘‘The building which the architects are 
projecting would, from the day of its completion, be one 
of the most famous in the United States—a building 
known, visited and talked about as are the Empire State, 
the Pentagon, the Nebraska state capitol, the Mormon 
Tabernacle.’’ All they have left out would be the build- 
ing which it would most resemble—the Tower of Babel. 

In conclusion I would like to set down a hunch. This 
is not a prophecy, for I do not deal in human prophecies. 
But I am privately thinking that the headquarters will 
be not many blocks from the United Nations center in 
New York. And if that other hunch, which some people 
have, and which I recorded in these columns should 
come to pass, namely, that Cardinal Spellman should 
be the next Pope or that the Vatican would be forced by 
a Communist uprising to flee from Italy to New York, 
then modern Babylon would be all together in one spot— 
Wall Street for finance, the United Nations for govern- 
ment, and the religious headquarters for the great whore 
seated upon the beast. 


DWINDLING INTEREST 

Reports from Brazil indicate that the second Pan- 
American Evangelical Conference got less support than 
the 1949 one. Following the same trend as that of similar 
conferences of the I.C.C.C., the local people realized that 
they should not be drawn into distant American contro- 
versies which were acrimonious in tone and frequently 
reported through rose-colored spectacles, complete with 
magnification. 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

A peep-hole into the mind of some of the neo-orthodox, 
pseudo-orthodox, humanistic religious leaders can be 
found in the Christian Century’s review (by James Blair 
Miller, professor of religious education at Butler Uni- 
versity, Indianapolis) of Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein’s vol- 
ume on Christian Education in a Democracy. The review 
attacks the book because of its doctrinal position, sneering 
at Gaebelein’s emphasis on ‘‘the Trinity, the sinfulness of 
man, and the saviourhood of Christ.’’ The reviewer 
attacks the book because the author is supernaturalistic, 
stating that ‘‘This viewpoint is set in direct contrast to 
all forms of naturalistic philosophy and to every aspect 
of progressive education based on the philosophy of 
experimentalism as it stems from John Dewey and 
others.’’ There is a further sneer at the definition of 
Christian education ‘‘in terms of commitment to Christ 
and subsequent nurture in the Christian way of life.’’ 
PRAY FOR KOREAN CHRISTIANS 

More than 2,000,000 civilians have died in Korea since 
the start of hostilities, and the believers are in the cru- 
cible of horrible suffering. Pray. 


DEAN CHAO RESIGNS 


When the World Council of Churches was formed at 
Amsterdam, six presidents were elected from different 
parts of the world, the one from China being T. C. Chao, 
dean of the school of religion at Yenching University, 
and for all practical purposes little more than a uni- 
tarian. Now the Soviet press announces the resignation 
of Chao because the World Council condemned North 


- Korea as the aggressor. Chao stated that he could not 


remain in the organization because ‘‘the World Council 
of Churches had fallen into being used as a tool of 
American imperialism.’’ 

It should be understood and pondered that religious 
modernists are frequently the forerunners of Com- 
munism. Their theological liberalism and spiritual 
vacuum makes them a prey for leftist ideology. 


CONCENTRATION IN THE U. S. 


The St. Charles Boromeo Seminary of the Roman 
Catholic Church at Overbrook, Philadelphia, last year 
had a budget of $548,530. As a contrast the northern 
Presbyterian Church spent $412,880 on its nine seminar- 
ies combined. Rome is concentrating on the United States 
in the training of its priests. Recent reports from Mexico 
indicate that there are now so few priests that the aver- 
age is no more than one to 10,000 of the population. In 
the United States there is an ordained Protestant minister 
to every 1,000 of the total population or about one to 
every 500 Protestants. In the United States there is a 
Roman Catholic priest to every 5,000 of the total popu- 
lation, or about one to every 700 Catholics. 


MINORITY RESOLUTION 


A faithful remnant in the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada, members of the denomination’s church and 
nation committee, brought in a resolution to the 77th 
General Assembly condemning fraternal organizations 
and service clubs on the ground that they ‘‘make use of 
the Bible but ignore or obscure its central testimony to 
Jesus Christ as Redeemer,’’ and thereby ‘‘pervert the 
Gospel and entangle men in human error.’’ Unfortu- 
nately the Assembly tabled the resolution. 


SPIRITUAL SENSE 


As a result of the Brazilian meeting of the Inter- 
national Council of Christian Churches in Sao Paolo, the 
Presbyterian Church, largest and one of the most con- 
servative churches in Brazil, voted not to join either the 
MacIntyre movement or the World Council. The Brazil- 
ian fundamentalists rejected the I.C.C.C. because they 
judged that they suspected ‘‘its leaders of opportunism 
and self-interest.’’ 

Very interesting are the reasons given for the refusal 
of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil for refusing mem- 
bership in the World Council. They include: 1) the 
‘‘insistent invitation’’ the council has extended to the 
Roman Catholic Church; 2) participation ‘‘ with official 
honors’’ by (Greek) Orthodox bodies; 3) presence among 
the council’s leadership of ‘‘ a number of persons known 
for their excessive liberalism, some of whom deny the 
divinity of Christ, the expiatory value of the cross, the 
resurrection of Christ, the inspiration of the Bible’’; and 
4) the willingness of the council to ‘‘accommodate’’ 
opposing views, i.e., recognizing support of Communism 
and Capitalism. It is wonderful to see that much spiritual 
life and discernment in a mission church. There is more 
spiritual sense in the daughter than in the mother. 

(Continued on Page 58) 
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* Che Message of Christmas « 


‘*Fear not.’’ That was 
Heaven’s first word to earth 
after the birth of Jesus. It 
was the voice of an unfallen 
spirit sounding anew the key- 
note of the music of hope 
among sinning men. It was by 
no means a new note. There is 
nothing new in the New Testa- 
ment. We find this selfsame 
note scattered through the 
pages of the Old Testament; 
a persistent tone out of the 
Heavens to cheer and help the 
sons of men. It first occurs in 
the divine library in the book 
of Genesis, ‘‘Fear not. 
Abram: I am thy shield, and 
thy exceeding great reward.’’ 
It finally oceurs in the book of 
Revelation, ‘‘Fear not; I am 
the first and the last, and the 
Living One; and I was dead, 
and behold, I am alive for- 
evermore, and I have the keys 
of death and of Hades.’’ 


First to Abram returning 
from war, refreshed by the 
strange and mystic ministry 
of Melchisedek, refusing the 
reward which the king of 
Sodom offered to him, the 
heart of the man of faith per- 
turbed by the excitement of 
victory and the opportunity 
of compromise with the world 
which he had refused; ‘‘ Fear 
not, I am thy shield,’’ it was 
in My strength thou didst win 
the battle; ‘‘and thy exceed- 
ing great reward,’’ thou hast 
lost nothing by refusing what 
the king of Sodom has offered 
thee! Then over and over 
again through the pages of 
the Old Testament we have 
the record of the uttering of 
this selfsame word, this note 
of hope. ‘‘Fear not’’ was 
spoken to individuals and to 
the nation, through stress and 
strain, through sorrow and 
through sinning. It was al- 
ways Heaven’s voice to earth, 
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always the divine approach 
to man; always the word that 
came out of the silence in- 
spiring new confidence, and 
enabling men to set their 
faces toward the distant goal. 
‘‘Fear not.’’ 


In our text we have the 
story of how it came with new 
clearness, and with profound 
meaning, as the angel messen- 
ger interpreted the reason 
why he was able to challenge 
fhe fear of the shepherds, by 
saying, ‘‘I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all the people: for 
there is born to you this day 
in the city of David a Saviour 
which is Christ the Lord.”’ 
So the ‘‘Fear not,’’ Heaven’s 
note to men, was interpreted 
by the announcement which 
it introduced; and it was 
vindicated by the history 
which followed. 


But how fearful we are! 
Fears like spectral phantoms 
move in ghostly and ghastly 
array against our peace; na- 
tional fears, social fears, fam- 
ily fears, individual fears, the 
fears of.conscience and the 
very fears that are born of 
faith. 


And how we long for cour- 
age! How we hate these phan- 
tom fears that assault us; and 
more, far more, how we hate 
our own weak hearts for fear- 
ing. 


Is there a secret of courage? 
Is there a reason for confi- 
dence? Is this note ‘‘Fear 
not’’ any more than a senti- 
mental softness, of no value 
to men in the midst of strenu- 
ous agony? Is there any an- 
swer to the fear of the human 
heart? Have the men of sci- 
ence found an answer to this 
fear? Have the philosophers 





anything to say that can quiet the 
heart and make it firm and steady 
and strong? Have the statesmen any 
answer to the panic of the soul? 
Knowledge does but create new fear. 
Human understanding inspires fresh 
terror. Statesmanship at its best pre- 
sents a clean slate, and thus creates 
new fear as we say. What next will 
be written upon that slate? 


So the year rolls round. The 
Christmas season comes; and this is 
the keynote of its message, ‘‘Fear 
not.’’ There are many harmonies; 
wonderful volumes of music are 
surging and beating round the souls 
of men today; but this is the chord 
of the dominant, ‘‘Fear not.’’ I am 
inclined to say with all respect and 
with all earnestness to scientists, 
philosophers, and statesmen, 


O hush the noise, ye men of strife 
And hear the angels sing. . 


Let us then consider this challenge 
of fear—‘‘Fear not’’—first, as the 
shepherds heard it; secondly, as 
Christ vindicated it; and finally, as 
our circumstances demand it. 

‘‘Fear not’’ as the shepherds 
heard it. We shall only enter into 
the heart of this matter as we be- 
come children again. Let us attempt 
for a few moments to picture the 
scene as we did when we were chil- 
dren, remembering that these shep- 
herds were servants of the Temple, 
watching over the flocks devoted to 
sacrifice. , 


Somewhere, not very far away 
from the Temple, these shepherds 
were keeping the night watches over 
their flocks. Now this is what I 
meant when I said we must be 
ehildren ; we must think of the night 
watches as children think of them. 
When you were a child you thought 
of the night with wide open eyes, 
night with its silence, with its sol- 
emnity. Night is the time of the 
strangest and clearest accuracy of 
illumination. That is a curious thing 
to say, a veritable paradox, but we 
all know how true it is. It is in the 
night, when the sun has gone west- 
ering and darkness is all around, 
that men see most clearly, especially 
if they are shepherds and are watch- 
ing their flocks. It was night; and 
suddenly an angel of the Lord, and 
the glory of the Lord! It is an awe- 
imspiring declaration if we will be 





The late G. Campbell Morgan, Bible expositor 
and preacher, held pastorates in both England 
and America. He was pastor of the West- 
minster Congregational Chapel, London, at the 
time of his retirement in 1942. 


childlike enough to allow our imagi- 
nation to have full play ; ‘‘The glory 
of the Lord shone round about 
them.’’ 


I go back into the Old Testament 
and there are certain things that 
help me to understand what the 
glory of the Lord was, as it shone 
that night upon the plains of Beth- 
lehem and upon the shepherds. 
When the glory of the Lord shone, 
it laid bare moral secrets and spirit- 
ual essentials. Isaiah was prepared 
for a long and great and gracious 
ministry by a vision of the glory of 
the Lord filling the Temple, and at 
the same time he also heard a song 
of angels. What effect had that 
vision of glory upon him? ‘‘ Woe is 
me! for I am undone; because I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of people of unclean 
lips.’’ Daniel, the man greatly be- 
loved, saw a vision of the glory of 
the Lord. It shone round about him, 
and Daniel, clean, straight, upright, 
magnificent, said, ‘‘My comeliness 
was turned in me into corruption.’’ 
They were sore afraid, they feared 
with a great fear. It is only as the 
glance back at these men of the old 
economy has helped us to get into 
the actual atmosphere of the glory 
of the Lord that we can really under- 
stand the angel’s ‘‘Fear not.’’ 


Let us attempt to get right into 
the very heart of these shepherds, 
and think and feel with them for a 
few moments. What were they say- 
ing within themselves, not perhaps 
in formulated thought? What were 
they feeling? Why were they sore 
afraid? God’s glory was shining 
round about them. They did not mis- 
understand that light. They were 
quite conscious of what it was; 
though they could not tell what it 
was. They knew it was the very 
atmosphere of Deity. Suddenly these 
shepherd watchers of the night were 
brought into the consciousness of 
the very. presence of the glory of 
God, which is in itself light and 
holiness. To them, though near, it 
was infinitely distant and awe-in- 
spiring. 

Then out of the glory came a 
voice ; and with all reverence let me 
change the wording; Fear not; yon- 
der is a babe, and in that babe God 
has laid His glory by, that He may 
come into close, personal touch with 
men, through their conseiousness of 
His nearness. Fear not; unto you is 
born a Babe. 

What, to these shepherds, would 
be the consequence of the conviction 


that they were thus in the special 
presence of God? Their first feeling 
would inevitably be that it was im- 
possible for them to dwell in that 
glory; and therefore the glory must 
have been a terror, awful in its 
whiteness, fearful in its i 
power, penetrating far beyond the 
merely material to the mental, 
throwing up the dark shadows of the 
underworld of evil, making them 
conscious of the unmastered terri- 
tory and the dark places within their 
own souls. The glory of God! They 
were filled with fear ; they knew they 
could not live in that! 


To that attitude of mind the angel 
message was this, Fear not; for not 
only is it true that God has laid His 
glory by and in the babe has 
touched your humanity; it is also 
true that He is a Saviour; that the 
purpose of His coming is not merely 
the demonstration of His nearness 
for the comfort of human hearts, 
but that also of operation in near- 
ness, that shall result in the prepara- 
tion of men for dwelling in the glory 
of which they are afraid. He came 
to bring many sons unto glory. 

Again, I can imagine the working 
of the shepherd minds, and that they 
would say, This glory shining in the 
night reveals our poverty, seveals 
our rags, reveals the tinsel of our 
golden things, reveals the absolute 
idiocy of our pageentry and pomp. 
One flash of the divine glory upon 
the most splendid and magnificent 
pageantry of materialism, and we 
see its poverty, its emptiness, its 
idiocy ! 

And still the angel message is the 
same; Fear not, He has come to 
share your poverty, to be content 
presently with a triumphal entry 
the chief characteristics of which 
will be half-worn-out clothes, and 
broken branches of trees! He has 
come to share your poverty, in order 
that He may communicate to you 
His wealth. 


Once more; we have already 
touched upon this matter, but let us 
face it more definitely. The glory 
shining round about these men did 
for them what that glory ever does 
for men when in some mystic sense 
it shines upon them; it revealed 
moral leprosy and spiritual atrophy. 
This is not an age of such revela- 
tions to sense. It is a higher age in 
which we live. Today the revelation 
of God’s glory comes not in any 
ambient atmosphere, or material 
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Baptized into Christ 


Into His Election, Virgin Birth, and Circumcision 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


The second in a series of helpful studies by the Editor 
on the meaning of our position in the body of Christ 


The word “chronology” properly 
has to do with time. For our purpose 
it is necessary to extend it to include 
the two eternities, past and future; 
for we wish to speak of a sequence of 
events in connection with the work of 
the Holy Spirit in our behalf, that 
began before there was time, or be- 
fore there were any created beings, 
and that will continue after time has 
ceased and eternity future has begun 
to run its course. We are to study 
the teaching of the Word of God on 
the chronology of the work of the 
Holy Spirit which began before the 
foundation of the world, and which 
will never cease while our God has 
His being. The whole point of our 
study lies in establishing the fact that 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit identi- 
fies us with the Lord Jesus Christ in 
every phase of His eternal life and 
work. 


First, the Scripture tells us that we 
were chosen in Christ before the 
foundation-of the world (Eph. 1:4). 
Since we have already seen that we en- 
ter Christ by the work of the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit, we must see that 
the very first work performed by the 
Holy Spirit in our behalf was our 
eternal election to be members of His 
body. In His eternal decrees our God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, determined that He should not 
be solitary forever, and decided that 
out of the multitude of creatures that 
would be born as sons of Adam, a 
vast host should one day become sons 
of God, and should be made partakers 
of the divine nature, and predestined 
to be conformed unto the image of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. This company, 
which would become the fullness of 
Him that filleth all in all, would be- 


come sons by the new birth, but mem- 
bers of the body by the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. 


God’s Viewpoint — Or Man’s 


Let us say, immediately, that we do 
not need to defend God, as some have 
sought to do, by watering down the 
precious truth which we have set 
forth. Little man attempts to shield 
God from the attacks of those who, 
unwilling to accept their place as 
creatures made in the image of God, 
have turned to make God in their own 
image. Such have a little God, and 
will always be in trouble with Him. 
We are not concerned with the prob- 
lem of election from man’s viewpoint. 
If we look at it from the high tower 
of divine revelation, the problem 
ceases to be a problem. We have 
discovered that most problems fade 
away when we leave ourselves out of 
them, and look upon them in the sim- 
plicity of the Word of God. It is 
somewhat like the little object-lesson 
which we sometimes use with children 
in teaching the lesson of Caleb and 
Joshua at Kadesh-barnea. If you 
draw a large capital letter G on the 
blackboard, you can write after it the 
three elements in the conflicting re- 
ports of the twelve spies. There was 
God, there were the giants, and there 
were the men who were as grass- 
hoppers. Our area of vision is so 
limited that we can focus only two of 
these at a time. The ten spies looked 
at themselves and the giants, and 
could see nothing but grasshoppers in 
comparison. The two forgot them- 
selves, and looked at God and the 
giants, and the latter suffered a total 
eclipse by the One who is light, and 
in whom dwelleth no darkness at all. 


If we look at our problems and tasks 
and doctrines in the light of human 
reason we will go hopping all over 
the place, never settled, never sure. 
If we forget ourselves and our puny 
thoughts, which God has called van- 
ity, our problems fade before the 
clear light of divine revelation, and 
we see God. Try this the next time 
someone puts before you the giant of 
eternal punishment, or the giant of 
predestination and election, or the 
giant of the oneness of the Trinity. 
You will come out apprehending. that 
which you may not be able to com- 
prehend, and you will be anchored in 


"a fixed place. 


Before the Foundation 


We state, therefore, with confi- 
dence in the Word of God, that the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit first took 
place when we were elected in Christ 
before the foundation of the world. 
We must stop a moment on this first 
point, for if it be not well established, 
then, certainly, all the rest of our 
thesis will fall as worthless. It is true 
that there are those who hate the 
doctrine of election, but we must not 
be astonished at this since the Lord 
Jesus categorically warned His dis- 
ciples that the enmity of the world 
would be turned against the Church 
because of this phase of Christian 
truth. If you choose to stress any 
other doctrine the world will eye you 
with a tolerant smile of amusement. 
If you abstain from worldly pleasure 
they will think it strange that you 
run not with them to the same excess 
of riot, but will laughingly fill their 
glasses to toast your health, if that’s 
the kind of thing you want to do. You 
may start crusades of righteousness 
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tor unbelievers, which is really a silly 
thing to do, and they will brush past 
you to do as they please, strong in the 
mass courage of the world’s unbelief. 

But let a Christian stand up to tell 
the world that the Holy Spirit put a 
certain number of us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world, and the 
world will be filled with wrath against 
us. This is the one thing that will call 
forth the hatred of men. This is the 
offense of the cross. To say that we 
are sons of God, but that not all men 
are, starts the fire. To announce that 
God the Holy Spirit identified the in- 
visible company of the believers with 
the despised and rejected Saviour 
who was the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world for those that 
were chosen before the foundation of 
the world, is to unchain fury against 
yourself. The Lord Himself warned 
us in advance of this fact: “If the 
world hate you, ye know.that it hated 
Me before it-hated you. If ye were of 
the world, the world would love his 
own: but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen — elected — 
you out of the world, therefore (un- 
derline it well, therefore) the world 
hateth you” (John 15:18,19). This 
teaching can even be a test to you of 
your relationship toward God. If you 
take what we say here with calm de- 
light and holy awe, you may be sure 
that the Holy Spirit is within you, 
teaching you and drawing you to your 
Lord. If you find in your heart re- 
sentment against what you hear, you 
can well stop and wonder whether 
the life of God is within you, whether 
or not you have really been born of 
God. Here is the place, then, to give 
diligence to make your calling and 
election sure (2 Pet. 1:10). 


Born From Above 


How often have we heard the testi- 
mony of praise to God because the 
sinner was aware that God had sud- 
denly intervened to save him when 
he was.in the midst of a mad course 
of folly and unbelief! How many of 
us are aware of the fact that the 
movement which aroused us to our 
sense of need came from without, and 
that we.-were indeed quickened by 
God so that we might believe! That is 
an awareness, which He gives us 
through the Word, that the Holy 
Spirit began the work within us, and 
that it was He who came upon us 
when we were dead in trespasses and 
sins, making us alive in Christ so that 
we could look to Him and thank Him 
for saving us. Then we enter into the 
grace and glory of the Christian life. 


One day in San Francisco a Chris- 
tiar heard the testimony of a young 
Chinese. Thinking that perhaps he 
might know missionaries in a certain 
part of China, the Christian ap- 
proached him after the meeting and 
asked him where he had found Christ. 
The young man looked up with a 
smile which had a little astonishment 
in it, and replied, ““Me no find Christ ; 
Christ find me.” In that word he was 
giving evidence of the fact that the 
Holy Spirit had begun the work with- 
in him, and we know from the Word 
of God that it was an echo of the fact 
that we were placed in Christ before 
the foundation of the world. John 
Newton had the same testimony when 
in the great storm he suddenly be- 
came conscious of the fact that he had 
just prayed believingly. He went on 
with the work of pumping, and later 
described his salvation in terms which 
almost let us see him standing aside 
watching the Lord do something to 
him, first surprised, then astonished, 
then amazed, and finally thanking 
God for it. 


When Were You Saved? 

I know that when anyone ever asks 
me when I was saved, I reply that 
I am saved four times; first when the 
Holy Spirit placed me in Christ be- 
fore the foundation of the world; 
second, when the Lord Jesus Christ 
cried,“It is finished”; third, when 
I was actually made alive by the 
quickening of the Spirit; and the 
fourth time, which has not yet o¢cur- 
red, will be when the last vestige of 
the Adamic nature is gone forever 
and the image of Christ has been 
completed within, and which is the 
“salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time” (1 Pet. 1:5). 

During many of the early years of 
my active Christian experience I 
thought that I had been saved at the 
time when I became aware that I was 
alive in Christ; but as the Lord in- 
creased my knowledge of Himself 
and of His Word, I realized that I 
had really been saved for years, from 
the time of my childhood. There 
came a time when I began to think 
maturely, the consciousness of sin 
awoke within me, the Holy Spirit 
illuminated the Word to me, and I 
entered into the joy of the Lord’s 
salvation. Now I know that the sal- 
vation of the Lord had entered into 
me long, long before. 

There may be souls who read this 
who worry because they do not know, 
they say, the day or the hour of some 


experience; and they are confused 
because they hear others talking of 
such a dated time. Do not allow Satan 
toedestroy your joy and your power 
because you cannot give the date and 
hour of your conversion. The im- 
portant thing is not for you to know 
the day or the hour of your quicken- 
ing, but to know that you are alive for- 
evermore because of the work of the 
Holy Spirit in your heart, first before 
the foundation of the world, then in 


the fullness of time, and finally in- 


your actual experience. 


Who Will Be In Heaven 


Before we leave this point, let me 
give a word that may be helpful to 
missionaries who work in hard places, 
and others who see little fruit of 
their labors. In the course of my 
travels I spent some weeks in a cer- 
tain mission field where there were 
many thousands of believers gath- 
ered in scores of well-established 
churches, all from a background of 
paganism. The missionaries had many 
wonderful stories to tell of the power 
of God in the lives of the pastors and 
native evangelists, and the wind of 
God, which bloweth where it listeth, 
was blowing a vigorous and steady 
breeze through the district. Some 
days later I came to another field, 
where the work was among Moham- 
medans. We arrived at sundown and 
were taken to a little chapel where 
about forty nationals and as many 
missionaries were gathered, the latter 
coming from out-stations a hundred 
miles around. I was told that of the 
nationals about twenty-five of the 
group had been saved from pagan 
tribes and had migrated to the Islamic 
city after their conversion. Twelve of 
the Mohammedans present were curi- 
ous visitors, probably seeking to 
learn English a little better; and three 
were Mohammedan Christians — one 
a blind beggar, one a cripple, and the 
third ‘a very poor artisan. After the 
meeting the missionaries were gath- 
ered with me in the garden of the 
mission compound. Before I spoke 
to them I brought greetings from 
other missionary friends, and told 
them that my fee for coming all the 
way across the world to talk to them 
would be the garnering of the best 
stories and illustrations from their 
work which they could tell me. One 
of the women began to cry, and her 
husband put his arm across her 
shoulders to comfort her. She broke 
out, “I don’t care if I do cry. You 
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December 1 
AS THE SAND WHICH IS UPON THE SEASHORE 
(22:17) 

All of God’s promises are sure. Abraham 
shall have a posterity that ‘shall fill 
Heaven like the stars, but he shall alse 
have a posterity that shall fill earth like 
the sand. Here is one of a long series of 
texts which leads me to believe that when 
our earth has passed away, and all the 
elements have melted with fervent heat 
(2 Pet. 3:10), there shall be “a new‘earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 Pet. 
3:13), and this earth shall be filled with 
a perfect human population—far more 
perfect than Adam,—and that this popula- 
tion shall be none other than the children 
of Abraham. There are even passages 
which intimate that men and women from 
that future peopling shall be taken to other 
worlds where they shall become the pro- 
genitors of populations yet to be, and, 
forever, the children of Abraham will in- 
crease and multiply and fill new worlds to 
the glory of the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


LORD, HOW SURE THY WORD IS. 


December 2 
THY SEED SHALL POSSESS THE GATE OF HIS 
ENEMIES (22:17) 

Foolishly enough the British Israelites 
have claimed that the possession of Singa- 
pore, Ceylon, Suez, Gibraltar and Panama 
by the Anglo-Saxon peoples is the fulfill- 
ment of this prophecy. Which shows how 
foolish people can become when they 
depart from the Word of God. The seed, 
of course, is Christ (Gal. 3:16), and it 
is He who possesses the gates of His 
enemies. He, by His death upon the cross, 
laid the foundation for sin to be abolished. 
In His death He abolished death forever 
(2 Tim. 1:10). When He rose from the 
dead He was able to say, “I am He that 
liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am 
alive forevermore, Amen; and have the 
keys of Hades and of death” (Rev. 1:18). 
And on the cross He despoiled the powers 
of Satan, made a show of them openly, 
and triumphed (Col. 2:15). 


LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU ART CON- 
QUEROR. 


December 3 

ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH SHALL BE 
BLESSED (22:18) 

The full accomplishment of the text will 

not take place until that glorious time when 


the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea 
(Isa. 11:9). But even today there is a 
fulfillment, visible before our eyes. We 
here in this western world are blessed be- 
cause Christ died. In the seed of Abraham 
all the promises became available even to 
us, Gentiles, who once were not a people. 
We must not be confused, however, and 
think that the United States or Britain or 
any other nation can be blessed as a nation 
here and now, except through the large 
number of individuals in the population 
who are born again. The nations, today, 
are cursed, and our presence as the salt 
of the earth, keeps the mass from utter 
decay. But when Christ shall come Israel 
shall be restored, and then there shall be 
“life from the dead” for the nations 
(Rom. 11:15). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE FUTURE. 


December 4 
BECAUSE THOU HAST OBEYED MY VOICE 
(22:18) 

God comes back to this again and again. 
In this chapter Abraham is recorded as 
having performed the most extraordinary 
act of obedience that ever was known from 
the foundation of the world. It was this 
great act of faith that called forth from 
the heart of God the confirmation of the 
promise, strengthened by the oath, and 
further guaranteed all blessings to Abra- 
ham. The importance of obedience cannot 
be overestimated. When we obey God 
without question we confess that we are 
finite and that He is infinite. We acknowl- 
edge that He has all knowledge and that 
we lack wisdom. We show, by our obedi- 
ence, that we believe He is good; that His 
plans are the best for us; that He is full 
of grace and lovingkindness; that, in 
every way, He is wonderful, good, wise, 
and loving. 

LORD. TEACH US THE WORSHIP OF OBEDIENCE. 


December 5 
ABRAHAM RETURNED UNTO HIS YOUNG MEN 
(22:19) 

He had announced to the young men 
that both he and Isaac would return 
(22:5). And now the two came down the 
hill together as they had gone up together. 
In that return journey there was the holy 
and reverent joy that was none the less 
overflowing and abounding. This return of 
the father and the son can give us a glimpse 


of the infinite joy that was in the hearts 
of the Heavenly Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ on the day of the resurrection. 
There is no record in the Bible to describe 
the joy in the Godhead at the resurrection 
oi Christ. We read of Christ’s joy in dying, 
but the greater joy seems to be passed over 
in a silence which cries out that it is im- 
possible to tell the joy of Heaven in the 
language of earth. An ocean cannot be put 
in a cup. 

LORD, MAY WE ENTER FURTHER INTO THY JOY. 


December 6 

THEY ROSE UP AND WENT TOGETHER (23:19) 
After all of the great events of life 
there is the necessity for a return to the 
ordinary. We cannot remain continuously 
on the mountain top. Abraham was going 
dewn the hill to sorrow and death, but his 
eyes were filled with heavenly things and 


-nothing, henceforward, would be recorded 


of him except quiet triumph through the 
daily round of life. The days of lingering 
or the road from Ur are over. The days 
of side-trips to Egypt and the land of 
Abimelech are past. The path of Abraham, 
the justified one, was as a shining light 
and it would give its greatest glow at 
evening time. The men who had waited at 
the foot of the mountain would live with 
Abraham in peace and plenty, even as the 
world today is blessed because of the 
presence of believers in the midst. We walk 
together as the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth. 
LORD, MAKE US GLOW. 
December 7 

ABRAHAM DWELT AT BEER-SHEBA (22:19) 

There were many places in the life of 
Abraham where God had blessed him, but 
he returns to live at the place where he had 
won a battle with the surrounding world. 
Beer-sheba had been named by Abraham, 
“the well of the oath,” because he had made 
a covenant with Abimelech, and the two 
had sworn together, Abimelech acknowl- 
edging that Abraham had digged a well. 
We must spend our lives in this world. We 
cannot go to Heaven until God is actually 
ready for us. But while we live, we live 
in the possibility of victory. We will live 
by the well of salvation and draw our 
water from it, and the world will recog- 
nize that we have something, though they 
do not know exactly what. This passage 
also teaches us that we cannot run away 
from the scene of our conflicts. When a 
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Christian tries to move to avoid any situa- 
tion he takes himself with himself and that 
is the biggest part of his problem. All new 
starts are to be made with God, and in the 
old places there shall be water, life, and 
triumph. 

LORD, GIVE US VICTORY EXACTLY WHERE WE 
ARE. 


December 8 
MILCAH HATH ALSO BORNE CHILDREN (22:20) 
The paragraph about Abraham’s distant 
family is introduced at this point in the 
narrative as an illustration of blessing and 
fruitfulness that comes because of faith- 
fulness to God. Christ was the promised 
seed in whom all the nations should be 
blessed. All of creation shall be blessed 
because of Isaac’s sacrifice. Palestine be- 
comes the holy land, not because it was a 
better land, but because it was to have 
a spot a foot square where a hole was to 
be digged to hold the cross of Jesus Christ. 
His offering is to be felt beyond Jordan 
and to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
The promise is that many afar off shall 
be blessed in Him. Obedience to God brings 
rich blessing even to the natural things of 
life. “If ye hearken to these judgments, to 
keep, and do them . . . there shall not be 
male or female barren among you, or 
among your cattle” (Deut. 7 :12-14). 
LORD, MAKE US RADIATING POINTS OF 
BLESSING. 


December 9 
AND SARAH WAS AN HUNDRED AND SEVEN 
AND TWENTY YEARS OLD (23:1) 

“With long life will I satisfy him” 
(Psa. 91:16). Even modern science is 
learning that with right diet and right care, 
the life span may be greatly prolonged. The 
Christian lives longer than the non- 
Christian. Some may doubt this, but the 
actuarial tables of the life insurance com- 
panies demonstrate that the oldest insurance 
company in America, (the Presbyterian 
Ministers’ Fund), which until recently 
insured only ministers, then ministers’ 
wives, and now church employees also, is 
able to offer rates substantially lower than 
those offered by any insurance company 
which takes all members of the population 
alike. This is not an advertisement for the 
Fund, but a testimony to the value of 
Christian living. 

LORD, MAY WE LIVE IN THEE IN ALL THINGS. 


December 10 
SARAH DIED (23:2) 

It meant immediate joy for her in the 
presence of the Lord, but it meant great 
sadness for all those whom she left behind. 
This is the woman whom God sets up as 
the example for all women. God never 
points to the Virgin Mary as your example; 
He gives you Sarah. In the Old Testament 
He says, “Hearken unto Me, ye that fol- 
low after righteousness, ye that seek the 
Lord; look unto the rock whence ye are 
hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye 
are digged. Look unto . . . Sarah that bare 
you” (Isa. 51:1, 2). And in the New Testa- 
ment, setting up a standard for Christian 
women, He says, “the ornament of a meek 


and quiet spirit . . . is in the sight of God 
of great price . . . Even as Sarah obeyed 
Abraham, calling him lord: whose daugh- 
ters ye are” (1 Pet. 3:4, 6). What an 
epitaph for a woman! This is a million 
times better than to say she had “it,” or 
“glamour” or any of the other names by 
which the world glorifies the flesh. 

LORD, GIVE US THY SENSE OF VALUES. 


December 11 
ABRAHAM CAME TO MOURN AND TO WEEP 
(23:2) : 

God does not dehumanize us when we 
are saved. He knows our frame and re- 
members that we are dust (Psa. 103:14). 
In all our affliction He is afflicted (Isa. 
63:9). No one who has not gone through 
such a loss as this can understand what 
Abraham was going through. His was not 
the sorrow of those who have no hope 
(1 Thess. 4:13), but it was'the deep sorrow 
of lost love. It was far more than an ampu- 
tation of arms or legs, for he that loveth 
his wife loveth even as he loveth his own 
body (Eph. 5:28). In true love between 
two believers, the first thrills of what the 
world calls. “romance” grow into ties that 
are as real as the sinews which control 
our muscles. When these are severed it 
seems that life itself is cut, but the heart 
turns more eagerly to the homeland of 
Heaven, and our homesickness lodges there. 
LORD, FILL ALL EMPTINESS WITH THYSELF. 


December 12 
ABRAHAM STOOD UP FROM BEFORE HIS DEAD 
(23:3) 

Life is for the living, and life must go 
on. When death comes into our circle there 
is but one way for a Christian to face it. 
When the mourning and weeping have come 
to their end, we must stand up from before 
our dead and proceed about the various 
concerns of life. No Christian who under- 
stands the Word of God is going to spend 
much time hanging about a cemetery. There 
will be the thoughtful and respectful care 
that all things are done decently and in 
order, and there will be perpetual care, but 
life is to be lived among the living. If a 
survivor wishes to spend time thinking of 
a departed loved one, the last place in the 
world to have such thoughts would be a 
cemetery. There is the site of corruption. 
The best place would be the warm home 
where there are vital memories, and the 
open Bible, and the memory of worship 
together. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE STRENGTH 
TO LIVE LIFE. 

December 13 
| AM A STRANGER AND A SOJOURNER (23:4) 

There is nothing like a death in the home 
circle to raise our sights to far lands. Just 
as a mother who never thought much of 
geography buys a map when her son leaves 
for Korea, so the thoughts of the believer 
are turned away from his earth-bound 
contacts to the faraway heights of the 
heavenly home. Life here is seen in its true 
perspective in the momentary ray of 
eternity which has come glinting through 
the chink of death. Everything takes on its 
true ashen hue when seen in that light, and 


the tinsel is seen to be tawdry and the seem- 
ing gold is found to be but gilt. We gird 
up the loins of our mind, take up our cross 
(which. is none other than the cross of 
Christ with its death to the world and its 
eternal weight of glory) and prepare to go 
on our way, one step after another. We 
have been seeing from afar the land that 
is fairer than day, and our seeing has been 
faith in a promise, but now the sunbeam 
has shown for one moment on the castle 
turret, and we plunge into the valley with 
our mind ever retaining the image of the 
goal and the glory. 

LORD, MAY WE GO ON STEADILY. 


December 14 

POSSESSION OF A BURYING PLACE (23:4) 

The saddest document in any safe deposit 
box is the title deed to a cemetery lot. 
But it is interesting to note that this is the 
only land that Abraham ever owned by 
right of purchase. Alas! our state and 
nature have bought for us the necessity of 
owning a bit of dust that can receive our 
dust. This is what we must have by virtue 
of the fact that we have come from 
Adam’s loins, and this is all that our family 
tree has purchased for us. But the promises 
that come from grace give us the inheri- 
tance of the whole land, and for our seed 
after us, without benefit of purchase. That 
price was included in the shedding of the 
biood of the Son of God, and we have the 
greater title-deed in the lines: “He that 
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things?” (Rom. 
8:32). 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR ALL THAT WE 
DID NOT HAVE TO BUY. 


December 15 
THOU ART A MIGHTY PRINCE AMONG US 
(23:6) 

There is something in a holy life which 
greatly affects the minds of men. At first, 
indeed, like a bright light seen suddenly, it 
offends the eyes of the world; and those 
who see it turn from it, or even wish to 
put it out. But when such a light of holiness 
has shone for a long time before them, and 
they have had time to contemplate its 
worth, they are forced to acknowledge that 
“the righteous is more excellent than his 
neighbor” (Prov. 12:26), and they begin 
to admire the character whose virtues at 
first were occasions of offense. The children 
of Heth did not know Abraham’s God, but 
they saw Abraham and were forced to 
glorify his God. Abraham’s light so shone 
before Heth, that they saw his good works 
and glorified his God which was in Heaven 
(Mt. 5:16). 

LORD, MAY WE REFLECT GLORY ON THEE. 


December 16 
ABRAHAM STOOD UP AND BOWED HIMSELF 
(23:7) 

This long story of a common business 
transaction has many lessons for the 
Christian. Abraham’s attitude showed great 
courtesy. It would be well if we as Chris- 
tians were always courteous. There are 
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The Conquest of Canaan 


LESSON TEXT: JOSHUA 1:1-7; 
6:1-5, 20 


Golden Text: “As I was with Moses, so I 
will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee” (Josh. 1:5). 

The Book of Joshua, to which we 
now come in the course of our les- 
sons on ‘‘The Beginnings of the 
Hebrew Nation,’’ is rich in instruc- 
tion for the Christian life. We have 
allowed hymn writers to mislead us 
into thinking of the crossing of 
Jordan as a type of death and of 
Canaan as Heaven. Such an inter- 
pretation, however, does not fit the 
facts. That was a strange Heaven 
for Israel which began with the siege 
of Jericho and proceeded to the ig- 
nominious defeat at Ai! If, on the 
other hand, we use these Scriptures 
to suggest the beginning of the 
Christian life (remember that 
Joshua is the Old Testament form of 
Jesus) the early chapters especially 
of the Book of Joshua take on a 
significance which makes them splen- 
did teaching material. 


Since we cannot hope to deal ef- 
fectively with more than one inci- 
dent in the story which extends from 
Joshua 1 to 11 (this complete pas- 
sage is recommended for teacher 
study), we shall probably be well- 
advised to deal in particular with 
the story of the conquest of Jericho. 
This wi!l suggest as aims for our 
lesson: To recognize the opposition 
of Satan, to estimate his subtlety 
and strength, to know that God has 
made adequate provision for our 
triumph, and to be sure that victory 
is possible in Jesus Christ. 





Mr. Ackland was formerly minister of a 
Baptist Church in London and Editorial Secre- 
tary of the London City Mission. He is cur- 
rently an Editorial Associate of the Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention and interim pastor of the Judson 
Memorial Baptist Church in Nashville, Tenn. 
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Lesson Material 


The opening verses of Joshua 1 
tell us how God recognized Joshua as 
Moses’ suceessor in the leadership 
of Israel and pledged His presence 
with him. Joshua is suddenly intro- 
duced into the sacred narrative at 
Exodus 16:9 where Moses appointed 
him to command the forces which 
fought against Amalek. After that 
he was Moses’ companion in the 
early part of the ascent of Sinai 
(Exod. 24:13). At Kadesh-barnea 
(Num. 14:6) Joshua and Caleb 
stood against the defeatist attitude 
of the ten other spies and recom- 
mended that the people should have 
faith in God and advance into the 
possession of the land of Promise. 
For this they alone survived of that 
generation of Israel which, for its 
faithlessness, perished in the wilder- 
ness. 


Coming to chapter 6 we are told 
in. verse 1 that ‘‘ Jericho was straitly 
shut up because of the children of 
Israel : none went out, and none came 
in.”’ The fortified city was a very 
limited area, no more than seven 
acres, and the inhabitants normally 
lived outside the walls where they 
made their gardens and tended their 
flocks. As the Israelites approached, 
however, the people took refuge 
within the strong walls, and the 
gates were closed, none being ad- 
mitted for fear they might be spies, 
and none leaving. 


Excavations at Jericho 

The walls of Jericho have been 
uncovered by the spades of archae- 
ologists and investigation has con- 
firmed the facts of the Biblical nar- 
rative. Sir Charles Marston, who 
co-operated with Professor Garstang 
in this important enterprise, tells us 
that ‘‘there had been two parallel 
walls fifteen feet apart, the outer 
one six feet thick, and the inner one 
twelve feet. Both walls were thirty 
feet high, and across their tops 
houses had been built.’’ The last 
statement is significant in view of 


the story of Rahab (Josh. 2). Investi- 
gation further revealed that the 
foundations of the walls were faulty : 
a contributory factor, perhaps, to 
their overthrow. (Sir Charles Mars- 
ton. The Bible Comes Alive.) 

The same authority confirms the 
thoroughness with which the city 
was destroyed. ‘‘Joshua’s firing of 
Jericho,’’ he writes, ‘‘must have 
been phenomenal; for the burnt 
strata was three or four times as 
thick as any normal one. It was as 
though the Israelites collected all 
the combustible materials immedi- 
ately outside as well as inside the 
city, heaped them up in the streets, 
houses, and storerooms, set them 
alight, and made of Jericho one great 
holocaust .. . It may be remembered 
that Joshua forbade the Israelites 
to touch anything except the silver, 
gold, and metal articles. In the rooms 
and store chambers of the city have 
been found the scorched remains of 
foodstuffs — wheat, barley, lentils, 
dates, onions, olives and pieces of 
dough. Despite the lapse of more 
than 3300 years these mute witnesses 
remain today to testify that though 
Jericho was burnt it was not plun- 
dered.’’ 


Lesson Plan 


1. The Christian’s Warfare 
a. For Israel, Jericho 
b. The Master’s temptation 
2. The Christian’s Foe 
a. A formidable enemy 
b. Satan’s many victims 
3. The Christian’s Armory 
a. Our glorious Captain 
b. Spiritual weapons 
4. The Christian's Victory 
a. Drastic measures required 
b. An apostolic paean 
1. If the children of Israel sup- 
posed that the occupation of Canaan 
was to be one prolonged picnic they 
were soon disillusioned. They were 
no sooner across Jordan than Jericho 
loomed ahead, denying them further 
progress until its fastnesses had been 
stormed and conquered. 


As our Lord endured the tempta- 
tion in the wilderness immediately 
following His baptism, so those who 
follow Him will find their progress 
challenged by Satan’s devices. If we 
take a stand for Jesus we shall in- 
evitably draw the enemy’s fire. He 
will discourage us if he cannot 
destroy. 

2. Many a battle has been lost 
through underestimating the 
strength of the opposition. We gain 
nothing by minimizing Satan’s sub- 
tlety and strength except to risk de- 
feat at his hands. Jericho was a 
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mighty obstacle in the pathway of 
Israel, as excavations have disclosed. 
To know the terrors of our spiritual 
enemy we need only consider his 
many victims: men and women who 
began well in Christian living, but 
who have been worsted through at- 
tempting to match their unaided 
strength against Satan’s vast superi- 
ority. 

3. Israel’s victory over , Jericho 
was a fulfillment of God’s promise 
to Joshua: ‘‘As I was with Moses, 
so I will be with thee: I will not fail 
thee nor forsake thee.’’ Though 
Jericho might have been considered 
impregnable, Joshua and Israel had 
resources adequate to its overthrow. 
What were those resources? 

First, a divine Leader. On the eve 
of the campaign against the city 
Joshua had a Visitor who announced 
Himself as ‘‘Captain of the host of 
the Lord’’ (5:14). Could this have 
been other than the eternal Son of 
God? Note that He demanded wor- 
ship from Joshua (v. 15). Joshua 
might be the visible, human leader 
of God’s people, but he took his 
orders from One whose presence 
guaranteed victory. 

Second, spiritual weapons. Trum- 
pets and a great shout were strange 
means for capturing a city, yet, be- 
cause they were God’s appointed 
way, they succeeded. We are given 
spiritual weapons for spiritual vic- 
tories. ‘‘The weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong- 
holds’’ (2 Cor. 10:4). Paul lists our 
heavenly equipment in Ephesians 
6 :10-18. 


4. Joshua’s victory over Jericho 
was complete (v. 21). So God would 
have us absolute victors, and makes 
provision to that end. A partial vic- 
tory over Jericho would have left 
that city a constant menace to the 
peace and security of Israel. It is 
because we fail to deal effectively 
and finally with sin in our lives that 
our Christian testimony is puny. 
To realize the Lord’s best for us we 
need to go back and face our Jeri- 
chos, putting an end in His strength 
to everything that threatens the 
realization of the Lord’s purposes 
in and through us. 

‘Thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ’’ (1 Cor. 15:57). Paul 
knew the meaning of conflict in the 
Christian life (see Rom. 7.:15-23), 
but he also knew the secret of the 
overcomer. So all who trust in Christ 
may ‘‘be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to 
stand’’ (Eph. 6:13). 
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DECEMBER 23, 1951 
The Promise Fulfilled in Christ 
LESSON TEXT: LUKE 1:46-55; 
2:1-7 
Golden Text: “His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of His government 
~ ueageateanaiataee vhriapo Ay i nhae 

Although the Christmas lesson 
breaks in upon our series on the 
early history of Israel it cannot be 
regarded as an irrelevance. On the 
contrary, the interruption is wel- 
come for many reasons, principally 
because it points us to the fulfill- 
ment of God’s purposes in the call 
of Abraham and the choosing of 
Israel as a people peculiar to Him- 
self. As we have previously empha- 
sized, all God’s dealings with Israel 
were part of His plan of redemption 
to be consummated in the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
Saviour of men. 

Our approach, therefore, to the 
Christmas story must be guided by 
the setting of this lesson in the his- 
toric development of Israel and of 
the program of God. We shall aim 
to present the incarnation as the 
event toward which all preceding 
events had moved: the crowning act 
of God for the blessing of mankind. 
We shall bear in mind: that the 
temporal promises made to Israel 
and fulfilled toward them were 
foreshadowings of spiritual blessings 
which should be for the whole world. 
Greater by far than Abraham, or 
Joseph, or Moses, or Joshua, is the 
Lord Jesus Christ who leads His 
people into an inheritance surpass- 
ing anything that Canaan could 
provide. 


Lesson Material 


Of the four evangelists, Matthew 
makes most of the coming of Christ 
as the fulfillment of Old Testament 
promise, type, and prophecy. This 
is what we would expect, since he 
wrote mainly for Jews. Luke, on 
the other hand, was a Gentile writ- 
ing for Gentiles; yet, in the first 
two chapters of his Gospel, in which 
he tells the story of the incarnation, 
he has many references to the Old 
Testament. Whether the author was 
Jew or Gentile, this was inevitable. 
The Bethlehem birth was not a be- 
ginning but a fulfillment; it did not 
mark the launching of God’s plan 
of salvation but its consummation. 
The first revealed word concerning 
the Saviour is in Genesis 3:15; but 
the purposes of God in redemption 
were determined even before that 
for our blessed Lord is ‘‘the Lamb 


slain from the foundation of the 
world’’ (Rev. 13:8). 

It is significant that the birth of 
John the Baptist is linked in Luke 
1:17 with the closing words of the 
Old Testament. The words of Mala- 
chi are repeated by the angel to 
Zacharias. John is to witness in the 
spirit of Elijah, and should prepare 
the way for the coming of the Lord. 
This link with the Old Testament 
Seriptures is maintained in the an- 
nouncement to Mary (1:32). The 
Child whom she should bear would 
be ‘‘the Son of the Highest : and the 
Lord God shall give unto Him the 
throne of His father David.’’ The 
Messianic hope centered in a revival 
of the Davidic line upon the strength 
of such prophecies as Isaiah 9:7 and 
16:5. By way of response, Mary con- 
eluded her song (the Magnificat) 
with the words: ‘‘He hath holpen 
His servant Israel, in remembrance 
of His mercy; as He spake to our 
fathers, to Abraham, and to his 
seed for ever’’ (1:54-55). 


The Messiah Anticipated 


After the birth of John and the 
loosening of the tongue of Zacharias, 
the latter expressed himself in a 
song which abounds in Old Testa- 
ment allusions. In verse 69 the birth 
of Jesus is again associated with the 
promise of a successor to King 
David. In verse 70 a fulfillment of 
prophetic pronouncements is 
claimed. In verse 73 the Messianic 
hope is traced back to Abraham. 
And the closing verses of this beau- 
tiful song are rich in Old Testament 
phrasing, notably from Isaiah 9 
and 42. 

The narrative of the birth of the 
Lord Jesus also emphasizes His de- 
scent from King David (2:4). If, as 
many suppose, Luke gained his 
knowledge of the birth scenes from 
Mary herself, it was also from her 
that he understood the importance 
of this point. The same idea, is en- 
shrined in the message of the angels 
(v. 11), and it is interesting that 
the humble shepherds realized the 
significance of the statement : ‘‘ Unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.’’ Their familiarity with 
the Old Testament and its Messi- 
anic hope made these phrases glori- 
ous with meaning for them. 

Further in this same chapter we 
have Simeon’s reference to Isaiah 
42:6 and 49:6 when he held the in- 
fant Christ in his arms. So we see 
that this Gentile historian could not 
tell the story of our Lord’s birth 
without associating it again and 
again with the past history of God’s 
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people and the revelation of His 
purposes which we have in the Old 
Testament. To be sure on this point 
is to be protected against many 
prevalent heresies which assail the 
eternal Sonship of Christ and make 
the cross an accommodation to events 
rather than the key to all history. 


Lesson Plan 
1. The Saviour Promised 
a. Our lessons reviewed 
b. Mary's recognition 
2. The Saviour Born 
a. Precise fulfiliments 
b. God in history 
3. The Saviour Remembered 
a. The misuse of Christmas 
b. The happy shepherds 

1. It is fortunate that our series 
of Old Testament lessons should be 
interrupted to focus attention upon 
the event which explains much that 
we have been studying in recent 
weeks. What did God mean when He 
said to Abraham: ‘‘In thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed’’? 
(Gen. 12:3). Why did the Lord 
choose the Hebrews as a separated 
and holy people? Why did He lead 
them out of Egypt, across the wil- 
derness, and at last establish them 
in a land of their own? What was 
the significance of the system of 
sacrifices which was given through 
Moses? Why was the Lord so jealous 
for His people that they should not 
become defiled by the religions of 
their neighbors? 

The answer is in today’s lesson— 
a Child in a manger, God’s Son 
among men, the Saviour revealed. 
The promise given to Abraham, 
renewed from Eden, anticipated 
the coming of the Prince of Heaven 
to be the Redeemer of a fallen race. 
All Satan’s schemes were directed 
toward the frustration of that pur- 
pose. All God’s program moved to- 
ward its fulfillment. He needed a 
prepared people in a prepared place 
to be the channel through whom the 
Saviour should come. 

Mary recognized this in her beau- 
tiful song. Zacharias recognized it. 
Luke, who told the story, recognized 
it: so also did Matthew, Mark, and 
John. Peter recognized it on the day 
of Pentecost (Acts 3:18). Paul 
recognized it in his preaching and 
writing. And when we grasp this 
great fundamental fact that the 
Gospel is the fulfillment of a plan 
which God has worked out through 
the ages, and that Bethlehem and 
_ Calvary were in His purpose from 

the beginning, what a glorified con- 
ception we shall have of our sal- 
vation ! 

2. The birth of Jesus fulfilled in 
its circumstances many of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. The family 


December 1951 


into which He was born; the poverty 
which He embraced; the reception 
He experienced ; the place where the 
birth took place (Mic. 5:2)—all had 
been foretold by the prophets and 
came to pass with amazing exactness. 

How God overruled events to 
match the birth of His Son with 
Old Testament prediction magnifies 
His authority and power. Luke 2 :1-4 
tells of emperors and governors and 
earthly officials giving their orders 


~ and demanding obedience. How in- 


fluential they were! Yet in actual 
fact they were instruments in the 
hands of God who used these kings 
and rulers to insure that His Son 
would be born just where He wanted 
Him born—not in Nazareth where 
His mother normally lived, but in 
Bethlehem, David’s native town, and 
the center of Messianic expectation. 
The God who used tyrants and their 
henchmen for such a purpose still 
rules in the kingdom of men, and 
will bring to pass His ultimate pur- 
poses both in spite of them and 
through them. 

3. It is supremely fitting that the 
world should pause to remember the 
birth of the Saviour. But the danger 
is that the celebration will be over- 
laid with things which obscure its 
message. Increasingly, Christmas is 
commercially exploited and its true 
purpose missed. Let us, who love the 
Lord, make this Christmas a time 
of gratitude and testimony, that in 
our hearts and homes the festival 
shall be maintained in the right 
spirit. 

It was after they had been to 
Bethlehem and seen the Child that 
the shepherds ‘‘returned, glorifying 
and praising God’’ (2:20). So we 
shall find the best in Christmas as we 
find it in adoration of our loving, 
living Lord. 


DECEMBER 30, 1951 
The People Make Their Choice 


LESSON TEXT: JOSHUA 24:1-8, 
14-18 

Golden Text: “Choose you this day whom 

ye will serve” (Josh. 24:15). 

The last Sunday of the year brings 
the conclusion of our lessons on ‘‘ The 
Beginnings of the Hebrew Nation.”’ 
We have traced the history of Israel 
from the call of Abraham to the 
settlement of the people in the Land 
of Promise; and today we consider 
Joshua’s solemn charge to the nation 
as he contemplated the end of his 
task. 


It is inevitable that this final les- 
son should be in the nature of a 
review assisted by Joshua’s own re- 
capitulation of events in 24:2-12. 


- 


Our Christmas lesson has reminded 
us that all God’s dealings with His 
people were directed toward a pur- 
pose of universal redemption. But 
this does not alter the fact that in 
the process He extended toward 
Israel unlimited mercy and unmer- 
ited favor. It was in the light of this 
that Joshua challenged the nation 
to an act of decision and dedication. 
We shall not find it difficult to pro- 
duce evidence of God’s great good- 
ness to our own nation, all of which 
rebukes us for our decline from 
righteousness and challenges us to 
return to the Lord lest He destroy 
us forever. The ultimate of all our 
teaching, however, must be indi- 
vidual response to the everlasting 
merey. What day of ail the year is 
more appropriate for the searching 
demand: ‘‘Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve’’? 


Lesson Material 


‘Before Joshua laid down his task, 
he twice summoned the representa- 
tives of Israel to meet him. The first 
occasion is described in chapter 23, 
which is included in the larger lesson 
for teachers. Although verse 2 reads, 
‘‘Joshua called for all Israel,’’ the 
continuing text makes it clear that 
he addressed the people through 
their representative ‘‘elders,’’ as 
was also the case at the second meet- 
ing. The first occasion was prepara- 
tory to the second, affording oppor- 
tunity for Joshua to make brief 
mention of God’s past undertakings 
followed by a statement concerning 
the nation’s future, first assuring 
them of continuing blessing if they 
obeyed the Lord (5-11), and then 
warning them of the dire conse- 
quences of disobedience and apos- 
tasy (12-16). 

On the second occasion Joshua 
summoned the representatives of the 
people to meet him at Shechem, and 
he addressed them in even more 
solemn terms. Shechem abounded in 
sacred memories. It was there that 
God appeared to Abram after he had 
entered Canaan (Gen. 12:6-7), re- 
newing His promise that, ‘‘ Unto thy 
seed will I give this land.’’ The 
names of Joseph and of Jacob were 
also associated with this place. How 
suitable it was, then, for an act of 
remembrance in which Joshua led 
the nation in recalling the gracious 
ways of God with His people! 


Mercies Reviewed 
Beginning with the call of Abram, 
Joshua briefly touched upon four 
other epochal events: the exodus 
from Egypt, the defeat of tiie Amor- 
ites, the conauest of Jericho, and the 
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settlement in Canaan. On this 
ground, he called for an act of deci- 
sion. They must make a clean cut 
with the past; they must cleanse 
themselves from the sins of their 
neighbors; and they must pledge 
their undivided loyalty to Jehovah. 
The response of the people was im- 
mediate: ‘‘Therefore will we also 
serve the Lord; for He is our God”’ 
(v. 18). Joshua seems to have re- 
garded this expression of loyalty as 
too easily given. Before it could be 
accepted it must be accompanied by 
signs of repentance from sin. Hence, 
he declared: ‘‘Ye cannot serve the 
Lord: for He is an holy God’’ 
(v. 19) ; that is, they could not serve 
Him in their own strength or with- 
out separating themselves from all 
that offended His holiness. Impressed 
by this response, the people still 
protested their sincerity and renewed 
their vows. 


The solemn declarations of that 
day were perpetuated in a written 
record (v. 26) and by a memorial 
stone. ‘‘So Joshua let the people 
depart, every man unto his inheri- 
tance.’’ His work was finished. He 
was ready to meet his Maker. He 
had led his nation to victory and 
through his leadership enabled them 
to realize the promises of God. But 
his greater achievement was within 
the circle of his own family. ‘‘As 
for me,’’ he could say, ‘‘and my 
house, we will serve the Lord’’ 
(v. 15). He set a pattern for his 
people in the faith of his family. 


Lesson Plan 
1. The Goodness of God 
a. To Israel 
b. To us 
2. The Response of Obedience 
a. Blessings added 
3. The Tragedy of Transgression 
a. The calamity of nations 
4. A Pattern for a People 
a. Joshua and his house 
b. Give us godly homes! 


1. Throughout the past quarter 
we have studied the dealings of God 
with Israel. Grace began the story 
by the call of Abram—a man raised 
in grossest paganism, yet blessed 
with the revelation of God. The God 
who revealed Himself became the 
God of promise. If Abram would 
obey, he should inherit a land and 
become father of a mighty people. 
Moreover, through him would all 
peoples be blessed. In spite of many 
vicissitudes, invariably the result of 
disobedience, the Lord brought His 
people, who were Abram’s descend- 
ants, into the realization of His 
promises. Delivered from Egypt, 
they were led by a mighty hand 
through wilderiess. perils, and 


brought at last through the divided 
Jordan into the possession and en- 
joyment of Canaan. 

These things Joshua recalled as he 
addressed the people. But what of 
our blessings as an American nation, 
and as individuals? We can trace 
the hand of God in our people’s 
story, as He enabled pioneers to 
carve a nation out of an unexplored 
continent, prospered its industries, 
increased its influence, and protected 


its shores from disasters which have’ 


overtaken others. God has been good 
to America. And to us—to you and 
me? Mercies without number have 
surely followed us, and the greatest 
of them all is the blessing of free 
salvation, offered at Calvary’s tree. 

2. What should Israel do about 
it? Joshua had no doubt that their 
only response could be that of grate- 
ful obedience expressed in loyal 
service. If the people would cleave 
to God He would continue to bless 
them, and their future would be 
secure in the promises of God. Do we 
owe less allegiance than the He- 
brews? Has God done less for us? 
To be aware of our indebtedness will 
surely make us realize that as a 
nation or as persons we owe to God 
our complete and undivided loyalty. 


3. Yet Joshua foresaw the possi- 
bility of Israel’s being delinquent. 
There was the downdrag of the past, 
for somehow the idols of Ur had 
never been completely forsaken. And 
there was the pressure of surround- 
ing heathenism, occasioned largely 
by the failure of Israel to obey their 
divine Captain and rid the land of 
its debased and debasing inhabitants. 
For this reason Joshua demanded a 
solemn reiteration of the people’s 
vows, lest they should think lightly 
of them and so fall into transgres- 
sion. He knew what dire penalties 
awaited an apostate people . and 
warned them against these. Are 
there no consequences for us if we 
fail to live up to our privileges? If 
God did not spare Israel when she 
sinned, will He spare us? 

4. Joshua longed for national 
righteousness demonstrated in com- 
plete love and loyalty to Jehovah. 
And he made the grandest contribu- 
tion toward that end: he offered the 
example and challenge of his own 
family united in heavenly allegiance. 
That is the service we all can render. 
It is there that the salvation of our 
nation and our times must begin. 
Homes dedicated to Christ will prove 
the greatest bulwark against sin and 
the greatest assurance of prosperity 
and peace. Shall we make this last 
Sunday of the year a day of per- 
sonal and family dedication, saying 





with steadfastness of purpose: ‘‘ As 
for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord’’? © 


JANUARY 6, 1952 
Finding the Christ 
LESSON TEXT: JOHN 1:35-49 
Golden Text: “We have found the Messias, 
which is, being interpreted, the Christ” 

(John 1:41). 

There is a very close connection 
between the lessons of the past quar- 
ter and those which we now begin. 
We have repeatedly emphasized in 
recent weeks that the historic events 
of the Old Testament represent the 
outworking of the program of God 
in human redemption. History, in 
fact, is His story, and it begins not 
at Bethlehem but back in the eternal 
councils of Heaven. In the unveiling 
of God’s plan to Abraham, the Lord 
said: ‘‘I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou 
shalt be a blessing: . . . and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be 
blessed’? (Gen. 12:2-3). We have 
seen how, in spite of Israel’s way- 
wardness, God wrought His purposes 
for that nation. Now we are to see 
how His plan came to full fruition in 
Jesus Christ, and the promise of 
blessing through the seed of Abra- 
ham had fulfillment in the lives of 
disciples, apostles, and others whom 
we call ‘‘ Early Followers of Jesus.’’ 

Our first lesson of the new series 
concerns the recognition of Jesus as 
the Messiah by two of the disciples 
of John the Baptist and the subse- 
quent introduction of three other 
men to Him, these five becoming the 
first of our Lord’s followers. As 
teachers, our aim must surely be to 
introduce our pupils to the same 
Lord, that they may find in Him 
their Saviour and their Friend. 


Lesson Material 

It will be necessary for teachers 
to read the entire first chapter of 
John’s Gospel, which opens with one 
of the most sublime passages in all 
inspired literature. It breathes a 
spirit of expectation, expressed in 
the statement concerning John the 
Baptist: ‘‘There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. 
The same came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light’’ (1:6-7). The 
same anticipation is revealed in the 
question of the priests and Levites, 
and in John’s answer: ‘‘Who art 
thou? And he confessed, and denied 
not: brt confessed, T am not the 
Christ’’ (1:19-20). 

The Old Testament is full of 
promise concerning God’s Anointed, 


EvrerniItTy 

















who should bring deliverance to His 
peopie and establish a kingdom of 
righteousness that would endure for- 
ever (see Isa. 9:6-7; Dan. 7:13-14; 
Micah 4:1-4). It was inevitable that 
in times of national distress the 
Jewish people should direct their 
thoughts toward these promises and 
the flame of expectation should burn 
bright. When the New Testament 
opens, we find the Jews under sub- 
jection to Rome, and on that account 
the hope that the Messiah might be 
revealed was strong. 

The announcement of John the 
Baptist that he was ‘‘the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord’’ 
(1:23), could have only one meaning, 
a meaning which was clarified in 
subsequent statements. John was re- 
ferring to recognized Old Testament 
Messianic prophecies and intimating 
that God was about to fulfill His 
word in sending the Deliverer. In 
verses 29-33 John identified Jesus 
as the One of whom he spake, de- 
claring that recognition had come 
to him when he baptized Jesus (see 
Mt. 3 :13-17). 


Lamb of God 


Our pupil material begins with 
the identification of Jesus as the 
Messiah to two of John’s disciples, 
one named as Andrew, and the other 
usually recognized as John, the 
brother of James. Note the repeti- 
tion in verse 36 of a description 
previously given in verse 29—‘‘The 
Lamb of God.’’ This presented an 
idea of Messiahship which was for- 
eign to Jewish thinking although 
not to Old Testament prophecy (see, 
in particular, Isa. 53). The thought 
of natiomal restoration and an im- 
mediate territorial kingdom was so 
implicit in Jewish longing that the 
redemptive ministry of the Christ 
was passed over. It is also important 
to note that, to John the Baptist, 
this Lamb of God was also the Son 
of God (v. 34); He was the divine 
Redeemer. Thus, from the beginning, 
we find a clash between contempo- 
rary religious thought and the in- 
tentions of God, a clash which, in 
the end, led to the cross. 

Of the men who feature in our 
story,- four (Andrew, John, Peter, 
and Philip) immediately responded 
to Jesus as the Messiah, three upon 
the testimony of others, and the 
fourth (Philip) as a result of our 
Lord’s own call to him. A fifth, how- 
ever — Nathaniel — hesitated and 
showed temporary prejudice. He 
had doubts, and did not fail to ex- 
press them. This was intellectual 
honesty. But, acting upon Philip’s 
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superb common sense when he said, 
‘*Come and see,’’ Nathaniel found 
his doubts dissipated in the presence 
of the Lord. Jesus might have come 
from an obscure village, Nazareth, 
but to meet Him was to confess Him 
‘-Son of God . . . King of Israel’’ 
(v. 49). 


Lesson Plan - 

1. Herald of Jesus 

a. The Baptist’s ministry 

b. Evangelism through preaching 
2. Introduced to Jesus 

a. Andrew and John 

b. Simon Peter 
3. Sought by Jesus 

a. Philip 
4. Convinced by Jesus 

a. Nathaniel 

1. How do people find Jesus? 
Taking a lead from our lesson title 
we begin with the ministry of John 
the Baptist as herald of the Christ. 
He was chosen by God for this high 
task and discharged it faithfully 
and fearlessly. Directing attention 
away from himself he focused it 
upon the One he served : an example 
for all who are called to witness. 
Among those who heard his testi- 
mony to Jesus were Andrew and 
John. When, one day, he pointed 
them to Jesus, and said: ‘‘ Behold 
the Lamb of God!’’ they were ready 
to respond. They may stand for all 
who find the Saviour through preach- 
ing. The task of the preacher is to 
point men to Christ; and down the 
centuries multitudes have come to 
believe in Him through faithful 
pastors and evangelists. 

2. Having come to know the Lord 
personally, through the Baptist’s 
introduction and their own personal 
contacts with Him, Andrew and 
John were ready to share their good 
news with others. It is probable that 
John told his brother James, al- 
though this is not stated. But we do 
know that Andrew went after his 
brother, Peter, bearing the testi- 
mony : ‘‘ We have found the Messias, 
which is, being interpreted, the 
Christ.’’ What a joy and privilege 
this was for Andrew! But it was 
more than that—it was his duty, 
just as it is our duty to share our 
knowledge of the Saviour with 
others. Andrew began where it is 
sometimes hardest to begin: with his 
own brother. But what a glorious 
service he rendered to the cause of 
Christ that day since Simon became 
the inspired preacher of Pentecost 
when he won three thousand souls 
(Acts 2:41). Men are won by the 
testimony of their friends. This is a 
challenge to every one of us. 

3. Philip seems to have been 
sought out by Jesus Himself (v. 43). 
Somewhere along the road to Galilee 


Jesus caught up with him and called 
him into discipleship as He said, 
‘‘Follow Me!’’ What else passed be- 
tween them we do not know, but we 
may be sure that they conversed 
enough for Philip to recognize that 
he was confronted by the greatest 
decision of his life. When Jesus 
called, he answered. In Philip’s ex- 
perience we are reminded that our 
Lord is always the seeker. Back of 
the preacher, back of the soul-win- 
ner, is the seeking Saviour. ‘‘The 
Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost’’ (Lk. 19: 
10). This gives meaning to the in- 
carnation. He took the initiative. We 
are saved not because we sought for 
Jesus but because He came seeking 
for us. 


4. Sometimes there are obstacles 
in the way of men finding Christ. 
It was so with Nathaniel. He had 
problems which prevented immediate 
acceptance of Philip’s startling 
news. If he had refused Philip’s 
invitation, ‘‘Come and see,’’ he 
would have kept his doubts and 
lost the Saviour. But because he 
showed wisdom, and was willing to 
investigate Philip’s claims, he came 
irto unspeakable blessing. People 
still have problems and wrong ideas 
about Jesus. How may they lose 


‘them? By coming to Him. To know 


Him is to have the answer to every 
perplexity. And we may know Him 
as we read about Him in the Bible, 
receive Him as our Saviour, have 
fellowship with Him in prayer, and 
serve Him with our lives. 


JANUARY 13, 1952 
The Call of the Fishermen 


LESSON TEXT: LUKE 5:1-11 
Golden Text: “Come ye after me, and I 
will make you to become fishers of men” 
(Mk. 1:17). 


What interval occurred between 
the first meeting of Andrew, Peter, 
James, and John with the Lord and 
their call into full discipleship? The 
condensed form of the Gospel story 
may give the impression that the 
two events were close to one another. 
This, however, was not the case. 
Some scholars suggest that as long 
as a year elapsed between the inci- 
dents of last Sunday’s lesson and 
those of today. That would be stat- 
ing a maximum period ; but we know 
that the full commitment of these 
men to the Lord Jesvs cid not im- 
mediately follow their introduction 
to Him. 

In this fact may lie the main em- 
phasis of this lesson. It is possible 

(Continued on Page 40) 





New Kooks 


This great volume is one of the most 
notable to have appeared in the field of 
Old Testament ip in this cen- 
tury. Published after the model of the 
great works of German research of the 
past century this volume is an illustra- 
tion of the increasing place of American 
scholarship in many fields. Twelve men 
have contributed to the work—all of 
them chosen for their eminence in the 
fields of ancient languages. 

The editor is Professor of Old Testa- 
ment Literature and Exegesis at Crozer 
Theological Seminary, Associate Editor 
of the Journal of the American Oriental 
Society, and has just completed a year 
as Annual Professor of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research in Jeru- 
salem. Working with him in this vast 
undertaking are W. F. Albright, Pro- 
fessor of Semitic Languages at Johns 
Hopkins University; H. L. Ginsberg, 
Professor at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America; A. Goetze, Pro- 
fessor of Assyriology at Yale, formerly 
professor at Marburg; S. N. Kramer, 
Curator of the Babylonian section of the 
University Museum, University of Penn- 
sylvania; T. J. Meek, Professor at the 
University of Toronto; A. L. Oppenheim 
of the Oriental Institute of Chicago; R. H. 
Pfeiffer, Curator of the Semitic Museum, 
Harvard; A. Sachs, Professor at Byron 
University; E. A. Speiser, Professor of 
Semitics, University of Pennsylvania; 
F. J. Stephens, Curator of the Babylonian 
Collection .at Yale, and J. A. Wilson, 
Oriental Institute, Chicago. 

Until the appearance of this volume 
the student of Old Testament background 
was forced to go to many and varied 
technical books and journals in several 
different languages. Some of the docu- 
ments published in this volume had not 
appeared previously. It is a wonderful 
thing to find between the covers of one 
book more than 500 pages of translation 
of the original documents from Egyptian, 
Sumerian, Akkadian, Hittite, Ugaritic, 
Aramaic, and Hebrew. Fortunately, how- 
ever, the editor has not arranged these 
by languages, but by subjects. The first 
section of the book brings together the 
myths, epics, and legends concerning 
creation and origins. Following this there 
are the various stories of the exploits 


Book Service, 1716 Spruce St., 





much by reading all that was written in 
the pagan world about creation and the 
flood, while the student of the Mosaic 
law will gain by knowing the laws that 
were in the contemporary world. The 
same follows through the books of his- 
tory and poetry in our Old Testament. 


the library of the average preacher and 
while it will be consulted more by 


fact that it is of great value for illustrat- 
ing the background of the Old Testament 
and will be absolutely indispensable for 
those who wish to do any kind of re- 
search in Old Testament fields. There 
are many volumes containing a vast 
amount of material for a reconstruction 
of Greek domestic life based on ancient 
texts and the vase paintings and Klein- 
kunst of archeology. The value of the 
vase paintings is so great that it might 
be hoped that the editor and publishers 
of this present volume could provide a 
second volume in the series comparable 
to Gressmann’s Altorient Bilder ... zum 
Alten Testament. Such a volume could 
contain photographs of the thousands of 
items, dug from the mounds of the Near 
East, that illustrate the life of the Old 
Testament times. D.GB. 


First the Rapture. J. F. Strombeck. Van 
— Press, Wheaton, Ill. 199 p. 
1.00. 


Strombeck does not assume his readers 
know all there is to know about the 
Second Coming. He assumes they know 
nothing. As a result his treatise is easily 
read and his message readily grasped. 
First the Rapture is a fine study to give 
someone who is not acquainted with the 
subject. 

In his introduction, Strombeck states 
his case: “The purpose of this small 
volume is to examine carefully what 
God’s Word has to say in support of the 
imminent coming of our Lord to catch 
the Church up to be with Him before 


the tribulation begins. This is the pre- 
tribulation view” (ital. ours). 

In clear, curt language Strombeck 
points up the confusion within the ranks 
of believers upon the subject of the 
Lord’s return: “In the approach to the 
study of this subject one rule must be 
laid down as. basic. What do the Scrip- 
tures say? No recent or contemporary 
events or circumstances can be admitted 
as proof (ital. ours). In the interpreta- 
tion of Scripture passages having two 
or more possible meanings, only those 
meanings confirmed by other passages 
can be accepted as valid. Interpretations 
of such passages by learned men and 
great scholars cannot be taken as final. 
Men’s interpretations depend largely 
upon the viewpoint from which a subject 
is approached.” 

First the Rapture is divided into two 
parts: part one dealing with the teach- 
ing of the Bible on the subject, part two 
dealing with answers to the critics of the 
pre-tribulation view. Part two is espe- 
cially useful as it amswers questions 
opponents of this view of the rapture of 
the Church have been raising. 

RLK. 


See the Glory. By Carolyn L. Canfield. 
Chicago, Moody Press. 159 p. $1.95. 


When I first picked up this book I had 


a slight sinking feeling, because I thought: 


it was “Christian fiction,” and most of 
such writing gives me a touch of nausea. 
However, as I began to read I discovered 
that this book was not fiction in any 
sense of the word, but a biography of a 
young woman who has lived during our 
lifetime and who has recently gone to 
be with the Lord. 

Adelaide Locher was a California girl 
who learned a beautiful lesson from an 
Indian girl who wanted it to rain so 
that she could walk under the teacher’s 
umbrella. Miss Locher learned that when 
God sent storms he carried the umbrella 
and held His child close. The book is 
a combination of letters, anecdotes 
(sprinkled with humor, as in the story 
of the boy who attended Sunday School 
for the first time and, when asked to 
sing, rendered “Who put the overalls in 
Mrs. Murphy’s chowder!”), and keen 
spiritual insight. 

I believe that the book can be a real 
spiritual challenge to young people. Inci- 
dentally, I got several good sermon illus- 
trations which I hope to use with real 
effectiveness. D.GB. 


Psychoanalysis and Religion. By Erich 
Fromm. New Haven, Yale University 
This book is an attack on the “author- 

itarian conscience” which makes us feel 

guilty about the wrong things. We cling 
obediently to our authorities, instead of 
developing ourselves. Fromm believes 
that “authoritarian” religion is a detest- 
able thing, turning a sense of guilt into 

a sense of sin and desiring more and 
more realization of our wickedness. 
Fromm does not believe that such is the 
“true” religion. 
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He believes that the “humanitarian” 
religions of Jesus, Buddha, and the 
Prophets, whom he links together, are 
not oppressive. They demand self-culture 
and promise joy. “Stir filth this way or 
that, and it is still filth,” says the Jewish 
sage. “To have sinned or not to have 
sinned—what does it profit us in 
Heaven? In the time I am brooding on 
this, I could be stringing pearls for the 
joy of Heaven . . . You have done wrong? 
Then balance it by doing right.” With 
such religions, says Fromm, psycho- 
analysis is in full accord. The analyst 
and the preacher of a humanitarian 
faith are both “physicians of the soul.” 

With this book the Terry lectures of 
Yale sink to a new low. D.GB. 


A Harmony of Samuel, Kings, and 
Chronicles. By William Day Crockett. 
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, 1951. $3.50. 

The history of the Hebrew people 
from Saul to the fall of Jerusalem—the 
period of the monarchy—is recorded 
twice in the Old Testament, once in the 
books of Samuel and Kings, and again 
in Chronicles. These two accounts, like 
the four accounts of the life of our Lord 
upon earth, have different purposes and 
emphases. Still, it is profitable to view 
them together, especially when studying 
the history of the period. 

This Harmony, a reprint of an old 
standard work, enables the student to 
do just this. It contains the two accounts 
in parallel columns, in the English 
Revised Version of the Bible, with 
explanatory headings, and is an indis- 
pensable tool for any Bible student. 

JBG. 


Liberal Learning and Religion. Edited 
by Amos N. Wilder. 338 p. New York, 
Harper & Bros. $3.75. 

A better title for this book would 
have been Learning and Liberal Re- 
ligion. The book is a symposium by 
outstanding “religious” leaders, but there 
is nothing in the volume that could be 
called Christian in any true theological 
sense of the word. When I first looked 
at the book I realized its probable nature 
from the names of the fifteen contribu- 
tors. As I read I looked for a Christian 
vocabulary. There is none. The writers 
talk about “Christian people,” “Christi- 
anity,” and “the Christian faith,” but 
there is no Biblical thought in the book. 

The first writer recognizes that the 
old “annual evangelistic campaign” has 
gone and that “student counseling” has 
taken the place of “personal work.” I 
believe that this book is proof that “the 
faith” has been replaced by a muddy 
thing called “faith,” “Christ,” has been 
replaced by some sort of “Christian idea.” 

This is a book that should be read by 
those who are working on campuses in 
order that they may know the warped 
mentality of those who are religious 
without Christ, and who seek to replace 
salvation by service, Calvary by char- 
acter, and who are floundering in the 
despair of seeing that their program 
simply does not work. DGB. 
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MEDITATIONS 
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many Christians who seem to have for- 
gotten the New Testament command, “Be 
courteous” (1 Pet. 3:8). They are arro- 
gant and assuming toward their superiors ; 
they are haughty and sharp with their 
inferiors; they are ready to claim as their 
right what they should seek as a favor; 
and, if they do a favor, they act so un- 
graciously as to destroy all sense of obliga- 
tion in the one who receives it. Even making 
allowances for defects of upbringing, there 
is still much room to criticize Christians. 
We should be the most polite of all men, 
because we ought to feel in our heart what 
others express in their conduct. Each Chris- 
tian should “esteem other better than 
themselves” (Phil. 2:3). 


LORD, MAKE US COURTEOUS, FOR CHRIST'S 
NAME’S SAKE. 


December 17 

iF THOU WILT GIVE .. . | WILL GIVE (23:13) 
The Christian must not only be courte- 
ous, he must be just and equitable. Ephron 
would have been glad to give the field and 
its cave, but Abraham entreated that he 
ht be permitted to pay for it, and a 


God all men would adopt this mode of 
dealing, and buy and sell according to this 


have made (Prov. 20:14). This is beneath 
the character of a yielded believer. We 
should not wish to obtain more or to pay 
less, for a thing, than it is worth. We 
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should not advance a price because of a 
buyer’s need, or refuse what is right be- 
cause of a seller’s need. Whether we buy 
or sell we should act as we would have our 
neighbor do if the case were reversed. 


LORD, MAKE US EQUITABLE, FOR CHRIST'S 
NAME’S SAKE. 


December 18 


IN THE AUDIENCE OF THE SONS OF HETH 
(23:16) 


Abraham showed proper prudence in 
business affairs. The purchase was secure 
before many witnesses. Agents had inter- 
ceded with Heth (v. 8), and all who passed 
in and out of the gate were witnesses of 
the transaction: How unlike Abraham are 
many who call themselves his spiritual 
children. They embark in business, they 
enter into contracts, without due considera- 
tion. They transact their affairs without 
order and leave them in confusion. Thus 
by indiscreet conduct they involve their 
names in disgrace and their families in 
ruin. Let us follow Abraham’s example. 
Let us give heed to Solomon who said, 
“Prepare thy work without, and make it 
fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards 
build thine house” (Prov. 24:27). 


LORD, MAKE US PRUDENT, FOR CHRIST'S 
NAME’S SAKE. 


December 19 


CURRENT MONEY WITH THE MERCHANT 
(23:16) 


In ancient times coins were soft, for 
there were no hydraulic presses to make 
them hard as our coins are hard. It was 
the all-too-common custom for men to cut 
little snippets of metal from the edges of 
the coins, as thousands of ancient coins in 
the museums testify. In Athens scores of 
laws were passed to curb the practice but 
the multiplicity of the laws proves the 
prevalence of the practice. A coin that was 
light weight in New Testament times was 
adokimos, and this is the word Paul uses 
oi the possible loss of his own. reward, 
“that after having preached to others I 
might myself be a castaway” (1 Cor. 9:27), 
not from salvation, of course, but from 
his crown. So Abraham showed himself to 
be an honest man. He did not attempt to 
slip in coins that may “have come to him in 
light-weight. The money he paid was that 
most fully approved. He was providing 
things honest in the sight of all men (Rom. 
12:17). 


LORD, MAKE US HONEST, FOR CHRIST'S 
NAME’S SAKE. 


December 20 


THE FIELD AND THE CAVE WERE MADE SURE 
(23:20) 


Abraham was buying the field not only as 
a burial place for Sarah but to express his 
confidence in God’s promises. He had lived 
for sixty years in the land as a nomad, but 
before he himself died he was mingling the 
dust of his love with the dust of the land 
of promise as a sign of his expectation that 
God would fulfill the promises to his seed, 
to the last iota. This purchase was a testi- 
mony to his children, for they would not 
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possess the land for some four hundred 
years. And this lesson was well learned. 
Abraham himself was later buried there. 
Isaac and Rebekah were buried there. 
Jacob and Leah were- buried there, even 
though Jacob died in Egypt. And Joseph, 
dying also in Egypt, left a last command 
that when his children should return to 
the land they should carry his bones with 
them to be buried in this cave (Heb. 11:22). 
LORD, MAY WE BACK UP OUR HOPE WITH 
ACTS OF FAITH. 

December 21 
AND ABRAHAM WAS OLD AND WELL STRICKEN 
IN AGE (24:1) 

No matter how great our faith we must 
all tread the slow path to natural decline 
and death. We are born to die. The moment 
we draw our first breath we have one less 
to draw. Every hour we live we approach 
mearer and nearer our grave. “If we con- 
tinue our course, like the sun, from its rise 
to the meridian, and from its meridian to 
the close of day, still every moment 
shortens our duration. While you are read- 
ing these lines we are all hastening to the 
chambers of death. Let husbands and wives, 
parents and children, and friends who are 
to each other as their own soul, remember 
this. Let them sit loose to each other; and 
let the time that they enjoy the society of 
their friends be regarded as the interval 
allotted to prepare for their interment.” 
Such an attitude, held in the back of our 
minds, will in no wise lessen our thought 
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of the blessed hope, or diminish our joy of 
daily communion with God and loved ones. 
LORD, GIVE US A SENSE OF OUR IMPERMA- 
NENCE. 


December 22 
THE LORD HAD BLESSED ABRAHAM IN ALL 
THINGS (24:1) 

That was the promise which had been 
made while Abraham was still in Ur 
(12:2), and it was, of course, fulfilled to 
the letter. Abraham had been slow to obey, 
but God had blessed him in all things. 
Abraham had not separated from his kin- 
dred for years, but God blessed him in all 
things. Abraham had gone into Egypt 
instead of staying in the land, but God 
blessed him in all things. Abraham had 
induced Sarah to lie and had been on the 
point of seeing her dishonored, but God 
blessed him in all things. Abraham had 
relapsed in faith and had dishonored God 
once more in the land of Abimelech, but 
God blessed Abraham in all things. What 
greater illustration do we need than this 
to show that all of God’s dealings are in 
grace, and totally unrelated to any worth 
iu the man to whom the promises are made. 
It is all of grace. Grace blesses in all 
things. 

LORD, BLESS US IN UTTER GRACE, 
December 23 
HIS ELDEST SERVANT THAT RULED OVER ALL 
(24:2) 
We have seen in previous passages that 


much of this story is typical of the relation- 
ship of the Heavenly Father and His only 
begotten Son. We are sure, in the light of 
all that is revealed, that this great scene 
of wooing and of marriage is a type of the 
choice of the Church as the bride for the 
divine Bridegroom (John 3:29). This eldest 
servant, the ruler over all, portrays, in this 
pageant, the part of the Holy Spirit, who 
goes into a far country to seek a bride for 
the Son. Unfortunately, in our day, too 
much is attempted without relying on the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Too often He 
is the God which the church does not 
know. Test your memory for a moment. 
Do you know the name of this old servant 
of Abraham? That ignorance on the part 
of most Christians is typical of their ig- 
norance of the life and power of the Holy 
Spirit for all the work that must be done. 
His name is recorded in Genesis 15:2! 
LORD, MAY WE KNOW THE HOLY SPIRIT IN 
HIS FULLNESS. 
December 24 
PUT THY HAND UNDER MY THIGH (24:2) 
When God took an oath He ordered 
Abraham to take a heifer, a she goat, a 
ram, a turtle dove, and a young pigeon 
(15:9). God’s oath was confirmed by the 
shedding of blood which was a symbol of 
death, and, as it was a blood sacrifice, it 
was a picture of the death: of His Son. 
When Abraham causes his servant to take 
an oath the gesture is quite different. The 
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hand was placed under the thigh near the 
seat of the origin of life. The ancients 
comprehended, much more than many 
moderns, the sacredness and the divinity of 
life, realizing that man was death in him- 
self without the life principle. Abraham was 
showing by this gesture that he considered 
the matter of choosing a bride for his son, 
Isaac, was as important as life itself. 
Would to God parents today were as con- 
cerned for the future welfare of their 
children as to count the matter as dear as 
life. 
LORD, MAKE US REALIZE THERE ARE MORE 
IMPORTANT THINGS THAN LIFE. 

December 25 
SEHOVAH, THE GOD OF HEAVEN (24:3) 

It was the God of glory who had first 
appeared to Abraham on that day in Ur 
(Acts 7:2). This is the phase of God 
which is now uppermost in the mind of 
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Abraham. He combines it with the re- 
demptive name of God— Jehovah — and 
brings the name and the nature of God 
before the mind of Eleazer. When once 
we have seen the God of glory can we 
ever look elsewhere again? It was the 
glory of the Lord that shone round the 
shepherds on the night in which the Lord 
Jesus was born into the world (Lk. 2:9). 
The Lord God gives grace and glory (Psa. 
84:11). And it is this God who wishes to 
guarantee that glory to each believer: 
“The God who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). This was God’s in- 
carnation present to us. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY GLORY IN 
CHRIST. 

December 26 
AND THE GOD OF EARTH (24:3) 

Jehovah is the God of earth because He 
is the God of Heaven. This earth is a 
mighty small speck of dust in comparison 
with the dimensions of the universe, but it 
is what it is because the Lord, in His 
sovereign choice, picked it out to be the 
stage on which the whole drama of crea- 
tion, judgment, redemption, and triumph 
should be played. Just as our whole nation 
suddenly became conscious of little islands 
they had never heard of before—Guadal- 
canal, Saipan, Okinawa, Iwo Jima—paus- 
ing in the active round of business to 
listen to the latest news from the battle- 
front, so the angels of Heaven soon became 
aware that EARTH was the most im- 
portant spot in all the created universe. 
Here Lucifer sinned; here was the first 
judgment; here Adam walked and fell: 
above all, here Jesus Christ lived and died. 
And here shall come the final triumph. 
LORD, MAY WE GLORIFY THEE ON THE EARTH 
(John 17:4). 


December 27 
NOT A WIFE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE 
CANAANITES (24:3) 

Think, you who have children, have you 
no responsibility on their account? Has not 
God made you a watchman to give them 
warning of their subtle enemy, and to show 
them how they are to escape from his 
assaults? Did God trust them to you for 
your comfort and joy only, and not for 
their benefit? God had promised blessing 
upon Abraham because he would command 
his children, and not merely advise them. 
Now, as he neared the end of his life, he 
could not stand the thought of his son’s 
forming some alliance with a Canaanitish 
weman, who would be likely to draw him 
away from the worship of the one, true 
God. He, therefore, takes an oath from his 
servant to go to the country where his 
relatives lived, and where there was evi- 
dently a higher standard prevailing. The 
Canaanites, we know, were infiltrated with 
demon possession (Gen. 6:4—“and also 
after that”), and Abraham wanted no 
mixture in the seed of the promise. 

LORD, MAY WE NOT TOUCH THE UNCLEAN 
THING. 

December 28 
AMONG WHOM I DWELL (24:3) 

Abraham was illustrating by his life and 
attitude the great New Testament truth 
of separation. He was in Canaan but not 
of it, as the believers are in the world 
(John 17:11) but not of it (John 15:19). 
We must understand that separation is not 
a matter of dwelling-place but a matter of 
heart attitude. Abraham had dealings with 
the Canaanites but no fellowship with them. 


It is possible for a Christian today to live © 


in the world and not be of it. It is neces- 
sary, at times, if we are to obey the com- 
mand of God and feed His sheep and His 
lambs (John 21:15-17), to remain in the 
folds where they are. I know many people 
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who are in denominations but not of them; 
people who are in congregations but not 
of them. Yes, I know people who are in 
homes but not of them. If we are truly 
joined to Christ, our hearts are with Him, 
no matter where our bodies are forced 
to be. 
LORD, KEEP US SEPARATE FROM THE WORLD. 
December 29 
THOU SHALT GO UNTO MY COUNTRY (24:4) 
As Isaac was forty years of age it 
might have been thought proper for him to 
go for himself; but Abraham was very 
conscious of the voice of God which had 
commanded him to be separate from that 
land, and he would not go back himself nor 
suffer his son to go, lest he might appear 
weary of his pilgrimage, unmindful of 
the promises of the covenant land, or fear- 


ful lest he furnish an example to his- 


descendants that they might go back into 
the world from which he had come. There 
are certain maladies in life which can be 
cured only by amputation, and it has long 
been evident that the only way to leave the 
world is to leave it, and to have no con- 
nection with it, whatsoever. To compro- 
mise is to lose all. 
LORD, KEEP US RESOLUTE IN OUR SEPARATION. 
30 
TAKE A WIFE UNTO MY SON ISAAC (24:4) 
The father has all things in mind for 
the good of his son. This was Isaac, the 
heir. This was the child of promise, who 
was born by supernatural means, who was 
mocked by Ishmael the seed of the flesh, 
and who was offered up in sacrifice. This 
was the son who was brought back from 
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the resurrection. This was the son whose 
arrival caused the bond-maid’s son to be 
cast out, and in whose time a covenant 
was made with the Gentiles. It is easily 
comprehensible that one about whom so 
much that is typical can readily be seen is 
to have a wife that will show forth great 
truth, and even so it is here. For Rebekah 
will be found to be the bride, a picture of 
the Church who is the bride of the only 
begotten Son, the fullness of Him who 
filleth all in all (Eph. 1:23). 
LORD, TAKE US FOR THY SON. 
December 31 

PERADVENTURE THE WOMAN WILL NOT BE 
WILLING (24:5) 

The object nearest the heart of our 
Heavenly Father is to bring. His eternally 


the dead, being received in a pageant of chosen ones into connection with His dear 


Son. This is often represented under the 
symbol of marriage. There are innumerable 
such usages in the Old Testament, while 
in the New Testament the Lord Jesus is 
specifically called the Bridegroom (John 
3:29), while the church is called the 
Lamb’s wife (Rev. 21:9). Believers are 
sent forth to witness that others may be 
joined to Christ by faith that they may 
become one flesh and one spirit with Him 
(Eph. 5:30; 1 Cor. 6:15, 17). And a new 
believer is espoused to be presented to 
Christ as a chaste virgin (2 Cor. 11:2). 
If we preach the Gospel and the hearer is 
not willing, we receive our reward for our 
faithfulness, and not for our success (1 Cor. 
3:7, 8). 

LORD, MAKE US FAITHFUL IN CALLING. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
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to know Jesus and yet hold back 
from surrender to Him. It is possible 
to give Him part of our lives and 
withhold the rest. This is the tragedy 
of so many professing Christians. 
Their acquaintance with Christ lacks 
the privilege of intimacy; their 
relationship to Him is distant and 
not entire. But He demands complete 
abandon to His claims. He can brook 
no competitor. And He has a right 
to our undivided love and loyalty. 
This lesson will furnish opportunity 
to challenge our classes with the call 
of Jesus to full surrender. 


Lesson Material 


John’s Gospel fills in the gap be- 
tween the incidents related in the 
first chapter of that Gospel and the 
call to full discipleship described in 
today’s lesson passage. From John 
2:1 through John 4:54 we have a 
series of incidents in which the 
presence of the disciples is indicated. 
After that, our Lord returned to His 
Nazareth home (Lk. 4:16-30) where 
an attempt was made on His life. 
Leaving Nazareth, He came to Ca- 
pernaum, on the northern shore of 
the Sea of Galilee, thereafter known 
as ‘‘ His own city,’’ because He made 
it His headquarters. Working out 
from Capernaum our Lord ‘‘preach- 
ed in the synagogues of Galilee.’’ 
It was during this ministry that He 
resumed contact with the four fisher- 
men. 


The larger lesson for teachers of- 
fers the three passages Mark 1:16- 
20, Matthew 4:18-25, and Luke 5:1- 
11. In each is recorded the call of the 
disciples, raising the question as to 
whether they refer to different calls 
or to the same one. Opinions differ, 
but the majority of scholars believe 
that only one calling is indicated, 
Luke elaborating the brief details 
of the other two. If this is not so, 
then we have to believe that our 
Lord called the four first without 
response, making necessary a second 
call. Yet, to describe their response 
Matthew uses the word ‘‘immedi- 
ately’’ and Mark the word ‘‘straight- 
way.”’ 


“Fishers of Men” 


Accepting Luke 5:1-11, then, as a 
detailed report of the incidents 
briefly related by Matthew and 
Mark, the picture seems to be this. 
After their first meeting with Jesus, 
the four fishermen accompanied Him 
on some of His journeys. We need 
not suppose that all four were always 
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with Him together, but that they 
took time out to be with Jesus as 
business and ether demands allowed. 
When our Lord returned into Gali- 
lee, these men went back to their 
homes and their fishing, doubtless 
purposing to be with Jesus whenever 
occasion permitted. Walking along 
the lake shore, Jesus found them at 
their customary tasks. 


Of course, they were glad to see 
one another and had much to talk 
about. While they visited, people 
began to assemble, attracted by the 
presence of Jesus, and at length the 
crowd became sufficiently large to 
provide an audience for the Master. 
He talked with them for a while just 
as He stood; but the pressure of the 
crowd at last compelled Him to seek 
a better position and He accordingly 
asked to use Peter’s boat. 


His preaching over, our Lord told 
Peter to launch out into the deep 
and let down his nets. Peter hesi- 
tated. Had he not been fishing all 
night without success? But his hesi- 
tation was momentary only. ‘‘At 
Thy word,’’ he said, perhaps imply- 
ing that he would do it for nobody 
else, ‘‘I will let down the net.’’ 
Obedience brought swift reward. 
The net was immediately filled with 
fishes. Peter and Andrew were un- 
able to cope with such a catch and 
called for the help of their friends, 
James and John. 


The effect on Peter was electric. 
He had witnessed other miracles, 
but this miracle was different be- 
cause it was concerned with things 
he could understand. With that 
swift intuition for which he became 
noted he recognized Jesus aS more 
than a man—as God Himself. See 
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him, therefore, at Jesus’ feet, over- 
whelmed with his discovery. The 
truth about Jesus had revealed to 
him the truth about himself: he was 
a sinful man. What grace the Master 
showed in ignoring the request: 
‘‘Depart from me’’! Peter needed 
the Lord more now than ever before. 
So Jesus said, in effect: ‘‘This is no 
time for parting but for a closer 
relationship. Follow Me, and I will 
make you fishers of men’’ (Mt. 
4:19). 


Lesson Plan 


1. Casual Companions 
a. Disciples and Jesus 


2. Startled Fishermen 

a. Peter’s prayer 

b. An experience to duplicate 
3. True Disciples 

a. Fishers of men 

b. Using our aptitudes 

1. For some time after the four 
fishermen met Jesus they maintained 
a friendship with Him along some- 
what normal lines. When circum- 
stances permitted they spent time 
with Him, traveling the country, 
listening to His preaching, and wit- 
nessing His miracles. Doubtless they 
made a special effort to accompany 
Him, but they were content to 
divide their time between Jesus and 
the other demands of life. 

Without blaming them, we can 
nevertheless see the faulty reason- 
ing in such an attitude, specially as 
it is demonstrated in many people 
today. There is a tendency to divide 
life into watertight compartments: 
to keep our domestic, business, social, 
and religious interests apart. Thou- 
sands of church members think that 
to recognize God on Sunday is all 
that is required of them; the rest of 
the week they leave no place for 
Him. Today’s story shows how such 
an attitude was proved to be impos- 
sible to Peter and his friends, and 
should convince us that Jesus must 
be ‘‘Lord of all, or He is not Lord 
at all.’’ 


2. We can imagine the amazement 
of the fishermen brothers at the 
miraculous draught ‘of fishes. They 
thought they knew all there was to 
be known about the fishing business ; 
but Jesus bested them at their own 
trade. They had witnessed other 
miracles, but none had impressed 
like this. Why? Because it came 
right into the area of their own 
experience and revealed the lordship 
of Christ right there. Hence Peter’s 
prayer. One who could compel fish 
to His will was no mere man but 
the Creator Himself. 

Ordinary lives are transformed as 
Christ is acknowledged as Lord and 
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Master. A second-hand religion is 
valueless. Only when men have a 
personal experience of the power of 
Christ are they lifted out of the rut 
of spiritual mediocrity. He needs to 
come into our lives and work the 
miracles of His grace there. Then 
a part-time religion will be revealed 
in. all its contradiction and empti- 
ness and we shall become whole- 
hearted followers of our Lord. 

3. The service Jesus calls men to 
is the service they are best fitted to 
render. The lakeside fishermen were 
challenged to become ‘‘fishers of 
men,’’ using the very skills which 
had gained them reputations on 
Galilee to ‘‘take men alive.’’ There 
was this difference. Hitherto their 
business had been concerned with 
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death; henceforth it was to be con- 
cerned with life. But all the patience, 
persistence, courage, endurance, and 
self-denial that had characterized 
their lives as fishermen would need 
to be put into the greater task of 
seeking the salvation of souls. 

Our Lord calls us into service and 
invites the dedication of our abili- 
ties and skills to His glory. Each of 
us can bring a contribution which 
is uniquely our own. The important 
thing is to be willing: to say to 
Jesus: ‘‘Take me, Lord, and make 
me entirely Thine. I would not fol- 
low distantly but at Thy side; I 
would not give sparingly but alto- 
gether ; I seek no part-time disciple- 
ship but a whole-time committal.’’ 
Lives thus yielded He can use. 
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THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS 
(Continued from Page 15) 


consciousness, but in spiritual illu- 
mination; but wherever it comes it 
produces the same effect, it makes a 
man conscious of moral leprosy and 
of spiritual atrophy. 


To such a consciousness the mes- 
is the same; ‘‘Fear not; for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which shall be to all peo- 
ple; for there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.’’ A Sav- 
iour, for the cleansing of the lep- 
rosy; the Lord, for the recovery 
and regeneration of all the spiritual 


forces of being. 


All that was prophecy when the 
angel uttered the word to the shep- 
herds. Let us, therefore, proceed; 
and let us inquire how Christ has 
vindicated that prophetic note of 
the angel messenger, ‘‘Fear not.’’ 
Let us first appeal to the past, taking 
this Bible literature in bulk, as the 
revelation of processes and climb- 
ings and failures and persistent 
faith. How shall I summarize? Faith 
is seen struggling ever onward, con- 
stantly reaching a height and failing 
again; and men are seen filled ever 
and anon with wonder as to whether 
after all faith is the master prin- 
ciple of life. Law is found in this 
ancient economy, attempting to ex- 
press for men rules and regulations, 
observing which, they shall come to 
realization of themselves individu- 
ally, socially, nationally. Here also 
we find ritual, pictorial, suggestive 
religion. Here we have messages, 
half spoken and dying ere they were 
finally uttered; divers portions; 
songs ending ere they were com- 
pleted. The whole of these things, 
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faith, law, ritual, messages, all of 
them said, ‘‘Fear not,’’ yet men 
still feared and still faltered, their 
courage but imperfectly realized. 


Now at last, the angel came and 
said, ‘‘Fear not!’’ In that word 
appeal was made to all the Hebrew 
economy ; Fear not, for I bring you— 
shepherds upon the plains watching 
the flocks devoted to sacrifice, in the 
silence of the night—I bring you 
the evangel, the good tidings of great 
joy, for which all your fathers have 
been waiting, for unto you is born 
a Saviour which is Messiah, the 
anointed One; the One toward 
whose coming faith had moved in 
the previous centuries; the One to- 
ward whose administration law had 
pointed for millenniums; the One 
concerning whose wonderful admini- 
stration as Priest and King the ritual 
had whispered half-secrets; the One 
unto whom all the prophets had 
borne witness; I bring you good 
tidings of great joy; He is born! No 
longer are you waiting for Him. He 
has come! No longer are you watch- 
ing and hoping. He is a baby lying 


in a manger! 


How did Christ vindicate this 
word? Faith was illustrated and 
vindicated in His human life. When 
the writer of the letter to the He- 
brews marshaled the heroes and 
heroines of faith in the great array 
of the eleventh chapter, he was only 
doing so to eclipse them all. These 
miserable chapters! Why do we al- 
ways finish at the end of the eleventh 
chapter? The writer did not finish 
there. We must sweep over from the 
eleventh into the twelfth. The elev- 
enth is all background to that which 
stands in the foreground in the 
twelfth. ‘‘These all died in faith, 
not having received the promises .. . 
God having provided some better 
thing concerning us, that apart from 
us they should not be made perfect. 
Therefore let us also, seeing we are 
compassed ‘about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let-us run with 
patience the race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus, the File- 
leader and Vindicator of faith.’’ 
These all were men of the past 
economy who lived by faith; they 
won and failed, they climbed and 
stumbled back; but if you would see 
faith vindicated, if you would see 
faith finally illustrated, look unto 
Jesus, the File-leader, the Prince, 
the One who marches first in the 
great procession of faith. Fear not, 
O ye men of faith; for at last faith, 
as a master principle of life, is to 


ETERNITY 











re ’”lUrlClC lO ODTlCULelhlUC eS. lS ee ee ee ae ee ae 


= = 2 rhe @ 








be illustrated and vindicated in the 
life of the new born Babe! 


Fear not, for here is One in whom 
law is to be realized, and for man is 
to be made dynamic. This Man will 
presently stand in the midst of the 
men of His own time, and the men 
of all ages and say, ‘“‘I am the 
Truth.’’ What is the purpose of law? 
To make men true. Therefore law is 
of truth, in so far as it is of God. 
At last there had come into human 
history One who as Man would be 
able to say, ‘‘I am the Truth’’; not, 
I teach it; not, I hold it; not, I ex- 
plain it; but I am Truth, the con- 
erete embodiment of law, the actual 
realization of the ideal. Thus He 
challenges the ages; if men will but 
be as He is, law will have nothing 
more to say to them, for they will 
fulfill the law in very likeness to 
Him. And He says much more than 
that, for by the mystery of His pas- 
sion He communicates to men 
energy, in the power of which they 
themselves are able to do things they 
could not do, and become independ- 
ent of law, not as lawbreakers, but 
as those who in life fulfill its pro- 
foundest requirements. 


Yet again I look at the past and I 
see its ritual; and now in this One 
who was born, I find fulfillment 
in very deed. The ritual of the past 
said to men, Fear not; and helped 
them through the twilight; but now 
He has come in whom all ritual is 
fulfilled and transfigured. 


The shadows of the law 
Are all fulfilled ; 
And now withdraw. 


It will matter nothing now, though 
no stone be left upon another in the 
earthly Temple, though the priestly 
line should cease forever from among 
the sons of men, though presently 
there may be no place set apart for 
human worship! In Him men will 
find priest and sacrifice; altar and 
way of access to God; and the ritual 
that sang to them the song of hope 
and bid them Fear not, and then left 
them with a conscience not void of 
offense, trembling, falling back ; will 
all pass away, because He will be 
with them forevermore, who will 
speak peace to the conscience, and 
lift them by cleansing into perpetual 
fellowship with God. Fear not; 
ritual is fulfilled and transfigured. 


Finally, fear not, for all the mes- 
sages of the past are merged and 
uttered in the final speech of the 
Son; ‘‘God, having of old time 
spoken unto the fathers in the 
prophets by divers portions and in 
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divers manners, hath at the end of 
these days spoken unto us in His 
Son.’’ If those semi-tones of the 
past inspired men with new hope, 
how this ultimate harmony of the 
Son makes the heart firm and strong 
and steady! 


Yet again; Christ has vindicated 
this prophetic word of the angel to 
the shepherds by the actualities of 
His mission and the effects they 
have produced. ‘‘Fear not.’’ By the 
example of His courage I learn not 
to be afraid. In the hour of my dark- 
ness and fear and when I tremble 
and am afraid, if I can only get 
away from the philosophies of men 
and the babel of the wisdom of 
human speech, and spend a little 
while looking into the face of Christ, 
and contemplating the awful ma- 
jesty of His heroic courage, then 
God help me, I go out to fight and 
not to be afraid. 


Not merely by the splendid ex- 
ample of His courage, but by that— 
and I love Lowell’s words about the 
cross—‘‘one death-grapple in the 
darkness.’’ The death-grapple was 
with sin; and verily it was in the 
darkness. That was the mystery of 
the cross; that was the Passion. By 


that my heart is filled with courage. . 


I cannot say all I feel. This devilish 
thing within me, this sin masters me 
even yet! But oh my heart, be not 
afraid, thy Lord has laid His pierced 
hand upon it, He has mastered it. 
Fear not! 


How do I know He won? It was 
heroic, it was wonderful, that going 
to death ; but how do I know He won 
in the death-grapple in the dark- 
ness? I do not know unless He rose, 
and if there were no resurrection, 
Christmas is a blasphemy and a 
mockery; and to celebrate it is to 
prolong the agony of humanity! But 
He rose from the dead. I affirm it, 
and do not now argue it; I know He 
won. That which was mastered in 
the death-grapple was not the Lord 
of life and glory, but my sin! Fear 
not; He was born a Saviour! 


Finally, by the certainty of His 
coming again, by that second advent 
which is the necessary outcome of 
the first advent, the advent for 
administration and the final estab- 
lishment of His kingdom; by the 
certainty of that within my own 
soul, based upon all the facts of the 
first I say He has vindicated the 
prophecy of the angels. 
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THE ART OF LIVING 

(Continued from Page 15) 
it. The God’ who spoke to Moses at 
the bush, or to Isaiah in the Temple, 
or to Peter at the lakeside, calls us 
to do this and not that. Such is the 
original and only real meaning of 
**vocation.’’ If we are in the will of 
God our job is the sphere in and 
through which we are to serve Him; 
the charwoman had discovered this 
who said, ‘‘I put the Lord Jesus into 
the shine on the doorknobs.’’ Our 
work ean and should be our sphere 


_ of witness and service. We are to toil 


‘* in singleness of .. . heart, as unto 
Christ ; not with eyeservice, as men- 
pleasers; but as the servants of 
Christ, doing the will of God from 
the heart ; with good will doing serv- 
ice, as to the Lord’’ (Eph. 6:5-7). 
This is the motive which transfigures 
every task, making daily duty a 
divine vocation. 

(All rights reserved. This grticle may not 
be repreduced either in part or in its 


entirety without the written permission of 
the authors.) 
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BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST ° 

(Continued from Page 26) 
will think that there is something 
wrong with us spiritually. You have 
been to that province and this and 
that mission station, and you have 
seen them with their hundreds of con- 
verts. We simply have not enough 
converts to fill the fingers of one 
hand. What is wrong with us?” 


I answered to the point, a little 
sharply to rivet her attention on what 
I had to say, that she might have all 
the comfort possible from the Word 
of God for her heart that was tired 
with the strain of the battle, and that 
was confused because she had failed 
to understand the true nature of this 
phase of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. I told her that I had two 
questions to ask her. “One, when you 
have been in Heaven ten_ million 
years, will there be anyone there from 
earth who was not chosen in Christ 
before the foundation of the world?” 
Of course, she replied in the nega- 


tive. Then came the second question: ° 


“Will anyone who was thus chosen 
and baptized into the body of Christ, 
fail to be there?” Once more the an- 


swer was “No.” I let her reflect a 
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moment, and then added, “Who, then, 
will be there?” She answered, “The 
chosen.” “Quite right,” I assured 
her. “And if God, in His infinite 
wisdom, has chosen many, many 
thousands from the pagan tribes and 
almost none from the entire world of 
Islam, is it your fault? If you had 
gone to the pagan tribe, you would 
have seen your thousands; afd if 
those missionaries had come here, they 
would have secured these three. God 
does not require you to win souls; 
He requires you to be faithful. It is 
as important that you should be a 
savour of death unto death,” I told 
this missionary, “in the city of Satan, 
as it is important that those others of 
whom I have spoken be a savour of 
life unto life among the former Devil 
worshipers.” 

The body of Christ is the whole 
invisible Church. It was complete 
in the mind and heart of God before 
He ever created an angel or star. We 
will shine to His glory as the fullness 
of Christ, and in Heaven the body 
will not be a mutilated one. We have 
His word for it: “All that the Father 
giveth Me shall come unto Me” 
(John 6:37). And you and I are in 
that body today, because in one Spirit 
we were all baptized into the one 
body. 


A New Creation 

In the eternal story of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, He left eternity and 
stepped down into time when He was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary. The baptism of 
the Holy Spirit includes our identifi- 
cation with Christ in His supernatural 
birth. The new birth of the Christian 
is a virgin birth. Another one of the 
scores of “in” verses is “If any man 
be im Christ he is a new creation” 
(2 Cor. 5:17). In the light of our 
introductory address we may read 
this: “If any man be baptized of the 
Holy Spirit he is thereby identified 
with Christ in the very life of God. 
He has become a partaker of the 
divine nature.” In order to avoid any 


misconception let us say plainly that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is God, the 
Second Person of the Trinity. When 
He came to the womb of the Virgin 
He was begotten, not created. We, 
in our new birth, are both begotten 
and created. “Of His own will begat 
He us with the Word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of firstfruits of 
His creation” (Jas. 1:18). 


The Lord Jesus Christ was begot- 
ten in the womb of a sinful woman. 
Mary cried out in the Magnificat, 
“My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour” (Lk. 1:46, 47). Mary 
needed a Saviour as much as any 
other child of Adam’s race, and she 
is in Heaven today only because of 
the redemptive work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ on the cross. The 
Roman Catholic doctrine of the im- 
maculate conception, which teaches 
that the Virgin Mary was born with- 
out original sin, is not only an error, 
but a doctrine that obscures one of 
the greatest phases of truth in con- 
nection with the birth of our Lord. 
The fact that God the Father placed 
the life of the Lord Jesus within the 
mortal flesh of Mary, is the great 
type of the fact that in the new birth 
God the Holy Spirit places the divine 
nature within the corruption of our 
old nature, and brings forth life out 
of death. In the conception and birth 
of our Lord, and in the new birth of 
every Christian, there afe profound 
similarities. 


The Virgin Birth 

The mortal flesh of Mary and the 
carnality of the Adamic nature are 
alike. The two became nests in which 
the Holy Spirit, the divine begetter 
in both instances, planted the divine 
life. Foetal incorruption was placed 
within disintegrating corruption. For 
a moment it may have appeared that 
life was swallowed up by mortality. 
Infant Spirit was begotten within a 
flesh that was overripe beyond ma- 
turity. One of us might say, “How 
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can this be, seeing I have no power 
within me to beget spiritual life?” 
This was Mary’s doubt when she said, 
“How shall this thing be, seeing I 
know not a man?” To her the angel 
replied, “The Holy Spirit shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the High- 
est shall overshadow thee; therefore 
also that holy thing. which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son 
of God” (Lk..1:35). To us the Word 
of God would explain that, for the 
identification of the believer into the 
body of Christ, “The Holy Spirit 
shall come upon you, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow you ; 
therefore that holy thing which shall 
be born in you shall be the divine 
nature, and thus shall you be called 
the sons of God.” 


Thus are we identified with the 
Lord Jesus Christ in His Virgin 
Birth. The Spirit that is within us 
and that now lusteth against the 
flesh did not come within by the co- 
operation of the flesh. We now have 
the mind of Christ, but it did not 
come by any co-operation of the 
carnal mind which is enmity against 
God and that is not nor could be sub- 
ject to the law of God (Rom. 8:7). 
We now have a new heart that has 
been planted within, but it did not 
come within us through any co-opera- 
tion of the heart that is deceitful 
above all things and incurably wicked 
(Jer. 17: 9, R.V.). We now have a 
will that desires the will of God, but 
it did not come within us through any 
co-operation of the natural man that 
receiveth not the things of the Spifit, 
since they are foolishness unto him, 
and unknowable to him (1 Cor. 2: 
14). We are what we are, and we 
have what we have in Christ, through 
the work of the Holy Spirit, who bap- 
tized us into the body of Christ, and 
thus into the birth whereby the Holy 
comes into the unholy, the divine into 
the human, the powerful into the 
powerless. We have become sons of 
God by our identification with the 
Son of God. 


The Circumcision of Christ 


In the third place, we are baptized 
into the circumcision of Christ. We 
read in Colossians, “For in Him 
dwelleth all the fullness of the God- 
head bodily, and ye are complete in 
Him, which is the head of all prin- 
cipality and power: im whom also ye 
are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in putting off 
sne body of the sins of the flesh by 
the circumcision of Christ” (Col. 2: 
9-11). This truth of our identifica- 
tion with Him in circumcision is 
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to the precious story of the birth of the Christ child. 


illions of grown-ups in Japan know nothing of 

salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ: To them 
this Christmas will be just another day . .. a day 
empty of the hope and joy and gladness that will fill 
your heart and mine. 


Y our love and concern for these people, your prayer 
support can help THE POCKET TESTAMENT 
LEAGUE tell the Christ- 


mas story in Vi x 
TLEA 
r\ 


Please mention ETERNITY when writing to our advertisers 


tened with glowing faces and eyes full of wonder - 















MORE INCOME FOR YOU! 


More Bibles For All! 
More Peace For The World! 


Read of a remarkable Annuity Plan that enables you to give and 
receive generously at the same time. 

Learn more about a great Christian Plan that enables you to 
help build a bulwark against chaos and godlessness throughout 
the world—and enables you to receive a guaranteed income all 
your life. For free booklet, write today to Dept. £207, THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 

















"Now 7 Kuo Why Thousands 
of Churches Use Chunch 
Serutce Hymns” 


oeWRITES AN EASTERN MINISTER 


HA 


wnen } st ae queen tom S 

canes <6 bacutitel bymoe would fil Gur cherch i? 's needs. 

eo = tay AS 
People's . and then the 60 

condings coavineed ona. je ore delighted.” 





Write today for your FREE EXAMINATION COPY 
NOW ONLY $1.30 each, $105.00 per 100 pius shipping 


RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 


120 Ninth St. Winona Lake, Ind. 

West Branch: 1151 E. Hyde Park Bivd., Inglewood, Cal. 
Nome Title 
Nome of Church. 


AAd, 











City. Zone. 
Song books now used. 
We will need new boots about. 


—————E 











' 
! 
1 
' 
! 
' 
! 
i 
i 
' 
' 
' 
' 
i 
! 
! 
! 
L 


he 
© 





often neglected and obscured, but is 
of great importance in the life of the 
believer. It is definitely stated to be 
a part of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit into the body of Christ, a part 
of the one baptism; and whatever 
mode of water baptism is practiced 
it should be understood that such bap- 
tism is a symbol, among other things, 
of our circumcision in Jesus Christ. 
The rite of circumcision is a pe- 
culiar thing, but not without great 
spiritual teaching and illumination. 
It was to Abraham that God first 
made known the practice, and it was 
then clearly stated that it was to be 
a token of the covenant between God 
and Abraham (Gen. 17:11). No 
member of a family of which the 
males were not circumcised might 
partake of the passover of God (Ex. 
12:44, 48). Even from the early 
history of the children of Israel there 
is definite mention of this rite or 
practice in a spiritual sense. We are 
not astonished, however, that the 
people lost sight of the spiritual by 
looking only at the carnal ordinance. 
The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit, and even in the 
more enlightened age of the Lord 


Jesus Himself men cnntesin low- 
ered their eyes to things instead of 
lifting them to the invisible. When 
He spoke of raising the temple in 
three days they thought of masonry. 
When Nicodemus heard of the new 
birth he asked a question about 
obstetrics. The woman of Samaria 
thought of H,0 when the Lord spoke 
of water ; and when He continued on 
the subject she turned her mind to 
plumbing, so that she might not have 
to come to the well to draw. When 
the Lord said that He had meat to 
eat that the disciples knew not of, they 
looked at one another wondering who 
had brought Him lunch. When He 
spoke to the people of giving them 
His flesh to eat, they thought of can- 
nibalism.. When He announced their 
doom to the leaders of the Jews, say- 
ing that He would go where they 
could not follow, they asked them- 
selves if He were announcing His 
intention to commit suicide. What 
are you going to do with men and 
women like that? What are you going 
to do with yourself? Have you 
learned to look to the spiritual, to 
expect the supernatural? When shall 
we learn to cease from man, in whose 
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A GRIM CHRISTMAS FACES HEBREW CHRISTIANS 
IN EUROPE AND PALESTINE 


Life for Hebrew Christians in Europe and in the Holy Land is very 
grim. One of these Hebrew Christians, living behind the iron cur- 
tain, wrote: “Life is very hard here. After the tortures I suffered 
in the Nazi camps, my heart has been injured. I earn monthly only 
600 florins, equal to $6.00. Food is hard to obtain and prices are 
exorbitant. My wife and child are ill from starvation diet.” 


Another writes: ““We have no greater joy than when we receive your 
glorious food cartons. We would have starved long ago had we not 
received help from you ia America.” 


From Palestine where there is an appalling food shortage an earnest 
The Rev. Jacob Peltz Hebrew Christian writes: “We have three children. It is often 
a decent meal, as victuals are very scarce. 
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Land, yet we have firm faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. We are so thankful for all you are 
doing to help us in our struggle to be true to Christ.” 
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nostrils there can never be more than 
one breath at a time, and come to 
Him, the Holy Breath, who makes us 
alive forevermore, and who gives to 
us to discern spiritually the things of 
the Spirit? 


Circumcised Hearts 

When Moses repeated the law in 
the ears of the people, shortly before 
he handed over to Joshua the respon- 
sibility of leadership, he said to them, 
“The Lord had a delight in thy fath- 
ers to love them, and He chose their 
seed after them, even you above all 
people, as it is this day. Circumcise 
therefore the foreskin of your heart, 
and be no more stiffnecked. For the 
Lord your God is God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, 
and a terrible, which regardeth not 
persons, nor taketh reward . . . Love 
ye therefore the-foreigner . . . Thou 
shalt fear the Lord thy God, Him 
shalt thou serve” (Deut. 10:15-17, 
19, 20). Here was a missionary call 
to love the world; here, were com- 
mands of God given to induce the 
people to live holy lives. 


Throughout the prophets the great 
exhortations to holiness were fre- 
quently bound up with a reference to 
circumcised hearts. Jeremiah cried to 
the people, “Break up your fallow 
ground, and sow not among. thorns. 


Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, | 


and take away the foreskins of your 
heart . . . lest My fury come forth 
like fire, and burn that none -can 
quench it, because of the evil of your 
doings” (Jer. 4:3, 4). And when 
Jeremiah wished to reproach them 
because they had no heart for the 
Word of God, he-said, “To whom 
shall I speak, and give warning, that 
they may hear? behold, their ear is 
uncircumcised, and they cannot 
hearken: behold the Word of the 
Lord is unto them a reproach; they 
have no delight in it” (Jer. 6:10). 
Ezekiel also speaks of evil, of pol- 
luted deeds as being the actions of 
uncircumcised hearts. In telling of 
the glory of the Lord that is to fill 
the house, he reminds them of their 
past sins: “Ye have brought into My 
sanctuary strangers, uncircumcised 
in heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, 
to be in My sanctuary, to pollute it, 
even My house, when ye offer My 
bread . . . and they have broken My 
covenant because of all your abomi- 
nations” (Ezek. 44:7). 


But I need not do all your con- 
cordance work for you. Suffice it to 
say that the word “circumcise” . is 
more a New Testament word than 
an Old Testament one, for while-the 
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verb and the noun together, in all 
forms, are found thirty-two times in 
the Hebrew Testament, they are to 
be found fifty-five times in the New. 


Sins of the Flesh Put Off 


On the eighth day of His life on 
earth our Lord Jesus Christ was 
taken to the temple and circumcised. 
He who was the eternal Son, sent 
from the Father, was also made under 
the law that He might redeem them 
that were under the law (Gal. 4:4). 
For this cause He permitted that a 
knife should touch Him, and that 
thus early He should know the shed- 
ding of blood. His heart, thank God, 
was the heart of holiness and needed 
no circumcising. It was impossible 
‘ that our Lord should have sinned. 
His circumcision was His first suf- 
fering for us. It was not, of course, 
the redemptive suffering for sin, 
which was accomplished alone on the 
cross. But read again the so-impor- 
tant verse from Colossians, a verse 
which you have rarely heard used as 
a text, but which is the key to a great 
section of Biblical teaching on holi- 
ness: “In Christ also ye are circum- 
cised with the circumcision made 
without hands, in putting off the body 
of the sins of the flesh by the circum- 
cision of Christ” (Col. 2:11). 


It is the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
that places us im the circumcision of 
Christ, and it is the circumcision of 
Christ which puts off the body of 
the sins of the flesh. This is the 
metaphorical way of stating that we 
have a nature of sin that must be 
dealt with by the knife. God wishes 
us to deal categorically with sin. Too 
many Christians are like the small 
boy who thought it would be too cruel 
to cut his dog’s tail off all at once, so 
decided that he would cut it off one 
inch at a time! God never speaks in 
the Word of the slow starvation of 
the sins of the flesh. They are to go 
under the knife. We are to come to 
the place in our Christian experience 
where we determine that we shall be 
given over to Christ for a life of 
holiness. That determination involves 
a surgical intervention. Your heart 
must be circumcised. The flesh must 
be cut back. The thing must be dealt 
with as a whole, and not piecemeal. 
The reason for this is the nature of 
the cancerous tissue of the sin of the 
flesh. Sin will spread with a horrible 
metastasis unless we allow the Holy 
Spirit to use the knife. Whenever 
there is the first symptom of an out- 
break of the flesh, our action must be 


amputation. Evil cannot be dealt with 


in any other way. 


Decemrer 1951 


I remember hearing, as a boy, a 
blackboard talk on the subject of bad 
habits. The speaker wrote the word 
“habit” in large block letters, and 
then began his talk. After a while he 
erased the letter H, and lo, we saw 
that there was “a bit” left. When the 
A was rubbed out, the “bit” was still 
there. Off went the B, but there “it” 
was. Finally, he erased the T, and we 
were confronted with “I.” If we had 
started there in the first place, the 
word would have had little meaning. 


Be Not Conformed 


In my forthcoming book, The In- 
visible War, I have a chapter on the 
sins of the flesh, as compared with 
the sins of the world and those that 
come directly from the Devil. I point 
out that while we are commanded to 
wrestle, to fight, to resist the Devii, 
and while we are ordered to be not 
conformed to this world, we are told 
that we must flee youthful lusts, flee 
fornication, abstain from fleshly lusts 
that war against the soul. It must be 
surgery. 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
while it does not include the eradi- 
cation of the old nature of sin in the 
days of our present experience, does 
include the circumcision of the heart 
and the cutting away of the body of 
the sins of the flesh. We must learn 
once for all that our attitude toward 
sin within must be a ruthless one. We 
must give it no quarter. We must 
make no provision for it. We may, 
by nature, draw back from the knife, 
but when we go to Him for the sur- 
gery we will find that it is the path- 
way to cleanness and fertility. The 
unsaved world, of course, will think 
it strange that you run not with them 
to the same excess of riot. This we 
can readily understand. Our greatest 
astonishment, perhaps, will come 
when we learn that there are multi- 
tudes of the uncircumcised who pro 
fess to follow the Lord Jesus Christ 
but who want nothing to do with that 
separation from the sins of the flesh 
which necessitates the knife. There 
may be some such that are truly 
saved, but theirs shall be a low place 
in Heaven forever, saved yet so as by 
fire, with all of their works burned 
away. These are called carnal, fleshly, 
by the Holy Spirit. 

If you would be joined to the Lord, 
and in the center of His will, you 
must learn that the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit includes our identifica- 
tion with Jesus Christ in His cir- 
cumcision. 

THe END 
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THOUSANDS OF CATHOLICS 


doubt their religion. Many are being saved. Give them 
Reasons Why | Conscientiously Cannot Be a Roman 
Catholic. A 24-page pamphlet by Michael J. Anzalone, 
evangelist and former Roman Catholic. An ex-lawyer 
pastor-evangelist says this pamphlet contains more docu- 
mented facts than anything he has ever seen. Excellent 
also for Protestants. For maximum distribution please 
accept very special offer of 20 copies for $1. 100 copies 
for $4, postpaid. Order direct from M. J. Anzalone, 
Box 54, Niagara Sq. Station, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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“MADE FLESH .. .” 
(Continued from Page 8) 


If Christ was made like unto His 
brethren, and made of a woman, He 
was also ‘‘made under the law. . . 
Perhaps for our generation this is 
the thought that we dislike, forget- 
ting that the athletes with the multi- 
dollar income have the wit to per- 
ceive that no man need begin to 
dream dreams of getting anywhere 
in sport, nor in the high-paid enter- 
tainment industry, without hard 
work. Law is essential to man’s life. 
It only represents the deepest com- 
mon sense of things, as Abraham 
Lincoln with his childlike clarity of 
vision often showed. 


Kinship But Also Discipline 

It was not the law that irked the 
soul of the Saviour, but the extras 
that a nervous body of ecclesiastics 
had devised—a fence to screen the 
law. Have we ever appropriated the 
thought that Jesus, by being born 
into a particular generation of dis- 
appointing men devoid of sense or 
vision, was aware of that particular 
historical situation in an acute way ? 
Of course, the law and discipline, 
as it bore on Him, and the stupidity 
with which it was interpreted and 
administered, was only a _ cross- 
section of the blindness of the race 
in every age, but He began by ac- 
cepting the wearisome synagogue 
service, went on to pay the Temple 
dues, and in the end was. made a 
victim of men’s hate in that eruel- 
est of all forms, crucifixion, which 
‘‘happened,’’ as we say, to be the 
contemporary form of execution. 

‘*Made under the law’’—not least 
the words were true when law was 
travestied, and man’s poor expedi- 
ency, in getting rid of Jesus Christ, 
wrought out Divine necessity. As in 
the greatest tragedies, there lurks 
that element of irony which only 
the beholder sees—an irony irradi- 
ated with grace—for here, through 
processes of law that were high- 
handed, there will be wrought out 


an exalting of the law that makes 
it honorable, and yet in doing this 
will lift men to a plane above the 
law. By being made under the law, 
and doing it no violence, the Son 
by His submission has raised above 
the law all who are drawn to Him. 
No mere martyr to human folly is 
He, like Socrates, Savonarola, Lin- 
coln, or Gandhi, but on the loom of 
time He wrought that weaving which 
puts law and grace together, work- 
ing God’s pattern into the very tex- 
ture of the nature that is renewed 
through the faith of Him and by 
the operation of the Holy Spirit. 


Serpent, Scapegoat, Sin 
Yet last of all, there comes the 


climax of identification. ‘*Him who. 


knew no sin God made to be sin on 
our behalf,’’ and there is no easy 
way out by suggesting that the 
thought is of a sin-offering. The 


‘parallelism of the meaning involves 


that the contrast between ‘‘sin’’ and 
‘‘righteousness’’ shall be given its 
full value, therefore anything less 
than the staggering truth is quite 
ruled out. Jesus had said, ‘‘The 
prince of this world cometh and 
hath nothing in me,’’ yet somehow 
this One who was holy, . harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners, was 
to gather into Himself the deep in- 
fection, as Arnold von Winkelreid 
gathered to his breast the Austrian 
spears and made a path to victory 
for the Swiss soldiery. 


In this context an English writer 
tells of an American statesman from 
whose past there rose to haunt him 
on his deathbed the memory of some 
ghastly blunder, some indelible sin, 
which proved a torture in his dying 
hours. Asking for a dictionary, the 
dying man explained that he wanted 
to look up the word ‘‘remorse.’’ 
There was no dictionary in the room. 
So ‘said the physician, aiming to 
quiet the mind distraught. ‘‘Take a 
eard then,’’ said his patient, ‘‘and 
write on it the word that best sym- 
bolizes my soul. Write it in large 
letters. Underscore it—the word re- 
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION 


“Few of the commentaries that have been written on this profound and mysterious 
book are as sound and as simple as this one.’"—Moody Monthly. ‘“‘Recently it was my 
privilege to teach the book of Revelation, verse by verse, on the radio. In prepara- 
tion for this series of studies, reference was made to a great many commen 
ancient and modern. I found none more helpful for the purpose desired 
nection, than Mr. Humberd’s commentary of which this Bor'ch. edition is 
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morse.’’ It was done as he requested, 
and he gazed upon it with absorbed 
attention, and then returned the 
card to the doctor’s hand. ‘‘ What 
shall I do with it?’’ asked the physi- 
cian, wondering. ‘“‘Put it in your 
pocket, ”? was the reply, ‘‘and when 
I am gone, take it out, and look at 
it, and say, that is the soul of John 
Randolph.’’ 

A case of remorse, we say. Yes, 
that is. what some men have made 
themselves—gnawing, incarnate re- 
morse. But God would not have sent 
His Son unless He had designed that 
we should be made something better 
than that. 


Where then do we begin? 


Just and holy is Thy name; 
I am all unrighteousness. 


As surely as John Randolph’s soul 
was symbolized by remorse, so truly 
is unrighteousness God's verdict 
on our human plight. That is what 
we are. But listen! ‘‘God hath made 
Him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him.’’ It is 
difficult to say which is the more 
daring and audacious statement to 
accept. Incredulously we exclaim 
““HIM ... SIN!’’ and then, just 
as uncomprehendingly we mutter, 
‘““RIGHTEOUSNESS ... ME, 
turned into the righteousness of 
GOD! Incredible!’’ Yet that is what 
shall be. 

Through the lowliest doors, Christ 
entered into human life. From the 
inside, God the Son explored our 
human lot, and knows it altogether. 
He was tempted; He can succor. 
But the breath-taking conclusion to 
the story is this: God the Son has 
even thrust ahead where no man 
yet has gone, and has explored the 
waste land—that wild wilderness 
and those vast caverns of sin and 
death. And because He has been 
there and settled finally what no one 
else can do, He brings me back word 
that into that dread region I need 
never, never go. 

All that has been written could 
be expressed in three brief sentences. 

Christ identified Himself with all 
that was frail in me. He was made 
flesh. 

Christ identified Himself with all 
that was foul in me. He was made 
sin. 

That I might identify myself with 
all that is fair in Him. ‘‘That we 
might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him.’’ 

Nothing less than this was what 
God had in view at Bethlehem. 

THE Enp 
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM is one of the most cherished pos- 
sessions of our American way of life, and tolerance of 
enother's spiritual beliefs is its practical expression. 


but-are you Too tolerant? 


@ When under the cloak of religion o group undermines 
the political, social and economic welfare of our nation, 
there can be no tolerance sincere Americans. 





Dept 
160 FIFTH AVE. NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 











WHY DID | 


one of our workers. As 





K. Paul Yphantis 
Executive Secretary 


E. J. Evans, Pres. 

E. Henry Edwards, Treas. 
Vv. Raymond Edman 

J. Oswald Smith 

David Otis Fuller 





A young woman in Greece, dying with cancer, was gloriously. led to the Saviour by 


NOT KNOW THIS BOOK EARLIER? 


she was poring over the Scriptures, she remarked, "How sorry | am 
that | did not know this Book earlier. How sweet it is." Another 
Spirit-filled worker who led a high official there to Christ writes, 
"It did not take me long to realize that the Holy Spirit had pre- 
pared his heart and sent me to tell him the words which would lead 
him to the Redeemer and be saved. We continued talking together 
of the love of God until, like ripened fruit, he fell into the arms of 
Sweetest Jesus.” 

For over thirty-one years, our Association under God has been 
proclaiming the Words of Life to a nation hungry for God. Our 
many workers are reaching countless multitudes with the Gospel and 
meeting with ready response. The harvest is truly great. More 
workérs now await to be thrust into ripened fields. Remember 
earnestly in your prayers the Athen's Good News Children's Camp 
which has become a soul- -saving center. A refugee boy at the Camp 
writes, “How unruffled life is when one has the peace of God in 


his heart." 
: GREEK AMERICAN 
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


88 Tremont Street E.S. Kerr 
Boston 15, Mass. P. O. Box 6, Galt, Ont. 
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OUR HOPE now in its S8tb year, 


is published to belp people get better acquainted with the 


wonderful Word of God. 

NOW—as always—we purpose to bring you clear, easy-to-read 
expositions of the Word. We cannot spare space for ideas or activi- 
ties of secondary importance—our one purpose is to expound what 
the Scriptures say. 

For the months rakend ad we have lined up an excellent series of articles 
and studies by leadirg Bible teachers, including regular contributors, 
i.e., ur M. Smith, Herbert. Lockyer, Lehman Strauss, and 
Merril F. Unger, and, of course, Editor E. Schuyler English and 
Publisher Frank E. Gaebelein. 

Each large issue will be packed with Verse-by-Verse studies, Pro- 
phetic Helps, Current Events in the Light of the Bible, Questions 
and Answers, Book Reviews. Every page is Bible-centered. The kind 
of magazine every Christian home should have—a must for Christian 
workers and pastors. Take advantage of our Pre-Christmas intro- 
ductory offer—9 big issues—only §2.00 


Sample Copy—Only 25c¢ 
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. SERVEL 


a gift for missions 
everywhere 

because it runs on 
kerosene! 


Missionaries in every part of 
the world can rely on the 
SERVEL KEROSENE REFRIG- 
ERATOR for keeping food 
fresh, for preserving medi- 
cines and vaccines. Servel has 
no motor to wear or break 
down; it operates on a sim- 
ple silent kezosene burner. 
It gives years of dependable, 
low-cost refrigeration. For 
prices and descriptive fold- 
ers, contact your mission 
board in the United States. 








Servel, inc., 20 Pine St., New York 5, N. Y. 





TOMORROW , 
(Continued from Page 17) 

One of the most appalling charac- 
teristics in American life today is 
the way the gangster elements are 
buying into legitimate business with 
the profits of their corruption. Be- 
yond any question the gangsters 
now have hundreds and hundreds 
of millions of dollars invested in 
private enterprise that is legitimate. 
For example, control of the Minne- 
apolis-St. Paul Transit Company, 
which operates all of the street cars 
and buses in the Twin Cities, has 
been bought up by criminals. The 
revelation of the facts in Colliers 
magazine (September 29, 1951) 
gives all of the nauseating details 
as to how the deal was consummated. 


One of the chief objects of crim- 
inal interest is real estate in large 
metropolitan areas. Many of the 
hotels in Miami Beach are owned by 
gangsters. Whole blocks in Manhat- 
tan, including hotels and apartments 
where gambling can go on unchecked 
and unmolested are owned by the 
syndicates which operate gambling 
and prostitution rackets. The Al 
Capone interests bought control of a 
mid-western life insurance company, 


- through which they have loaned to 


some of their front men sufficient 
money to purchase hotels and busi- 
ness properties in large cities in 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 


In Ohio, at least, one of the most 
advertised loan companies is entirely 
run by gangsters. They operate in 
the usual loan company manner, 
with excessive interest on small 
loans. One of their principal ways 
of operating is most hideous in its 
implications. A victim who likes to 
gamble is lured into one of their 
gambling games. He loses all that 
he has with him and begins to sign 
I.0.U.’s. The gamblers are very 
well-informed about the property of 
the victim, and when he has lost an 
amount which they deem to be about 
all that he can stand for, he is es- 
corted, sometimes with a pistol in 
his back, to the office of the loan com- 
pany where he signs the legal forms 
for borrowing, and is handed the 


- actual cash by the finance company. 


His bodyguard then escorts him 
back to the gambling joint where he 
picks up his I.0.U.’s. When he can- 
not make his payments, the loan 
company forecloses on his property 
in a perfectly legal fashion and turns 


the property over to its real estate 
department. 


Men high in these crime syndicates 
are closely allied with political 
bosses, and their henchmen are fre- 
quently the ward leaders for the 
political machine which is in control 
of the city. 


In Minneapolis, one of the leading 


thugs of the city, who owns (under 
front names), night clubs and tav- 
erns, got into a brawl in a hotel 
lobby with a sober, respectable citi- 
zen whose wife he had insulted. 
When the man came up to where 
the gangster was annoying his wife 
he was pushed around until he 
slugged the gangster on the chin. 
The police were called and arrested 
. .. the decent citizen. He was fined 
ten dollars! 


In the world of morals Hollywood 
has set the tone, and television is 
following. A little over thirty years 
ago Fatty Arbuckle was implicated 
in a sex case involving a girl who 
was a minor. His pictures were with- 
drawn from the market and the 
studio took a big loss. Last year 
when a Hollywood actor, Errol 
Flynn, was implicated in a similar 
case the movie company pushed his 
films in production to cash in on the 
publicity, and teen-agers lined the 
sidewalks to get in to see the man 
who had seduced a fifteen-year old. 
When Franchot Tone and Tom Neal 
got into a brawl over Barbara Pay- 
ton she admitted that she spent the 
night with one and then the other, 
while Tone’s wife’s lawyer cross- 
examining him in a divorce action, 
asked how many times he had seen 
the Payton woman naked, and drew 
the answer, ‘“‘I couldn’t estimate, 
but I would say frequently.’’ 


The effect of this upon the youth 
of our nation can be illustrated by 
the sad story of a fourteen-year-old 
boy. He came to me with a problem. 
He was totally defeated in his secret 
life and was practicing self-abuse 
constantly. The horrible story came 
out that he had gone to a Saturday 
night Christian youth meeting where 
Jane Russell had ‘‘testified.’’ He 
had gone to her to ask her to auto- 
graph his Bible. Her dress was cut 
very low and when he went home he 
began to look in all the magazines in 
the house for pictures of her. A few 
days later when he had thirty or 
forty of them, he spread them out 
on his bed; he had enough pictures 
of this supposedly-‘‘converted”’ 
movie actress to reconstruct almost 
her entire body, naked. To say the 
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generous Moody annuities offer you many advantages besides returns 
: that match commercial investments. After signing an annuity 
returns agreement, you are free from bother and worry; whereas 


stocks, bonds, mortgages and other securities require time for 

’ supervision as well as knowledge of financial matters. For 44 
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remained the same, regardless of wars, depressions or other ‘ 

“ economic conditions. You are not bothered with coupons 

annuities or making out ownership certificates. Moody annuities are 

“burglar-proof” because they are worthless to anyone except 

the true owner. i oy ee eee payments continue 
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The final chapter, 
while not over- 

$1.75 looking present 
grim realities, sounds a hopeful and 
encouraging note for the future. 


FOUNDATIONS of the FAITH 


A Study in Christian Doctrine 
DAVID J. FANT, Editor 

In the midst of today’s great 
spiritual revival, here is a restatement 
and explanation of our basic 
‘ belief. While not 
designed as an 
exposition of the 
Apostle’s Creed, 
the great affirma- 
tions of that his- 
toric formula are 
recognized—from 
the revelation of 
God as Creator 
and Heavenly 
Father, to the 
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least an already weak character had 
been further undermined. where he 
had expected strengthening. 


When the gangsters who are in 
the narcotics racket want new cus- 
tomers they entice high school girls 
and boys and soon have addicts who 
will steal or become prostitutes to 
satisfy their horrible cravings. The 
nation has been rocked by the dis- 
covery of the extent of this addic- 
tion among teen-a-gers, but has it 
been shocked enough? 


When the Denver Woman’s Club 
tried to take action to study the 
eause of the sharp rise of sex-crimes 
in the Colorado city, their efforts 
drew derisive criticisms from some, 
but among Time’s ‘‘Letters to the 
Editor,’’ there were two writers, at 
least, who comprehended the rela- 
tion of cause and effect. One said, 
‘“Wouldn’t [the women] be wiser 
to suggest blinding these unfortu- 
nates so they could not see our 
sereens, movies, comic books, bath- 
ing suits, and some of our advertis- 
ing?’’ Another wrote: ‘‘. . . From 
pre-puberty, we American males are 
nurtured on a diet of interminable 
tribute to womanly legs, eyes, lips, 
hair, and teeth . . . then a line of 
morality is drawn over which we 
dare not pass. Such inconsistency 
may well result in a dangerous con- 
fusion. This is not meant to condone 
rape but to point out that a sizable 
share of the responsibility for such 
crimes must rest with a nation in 
which balloon brassieres are fash- 
ion, and girls like Dagmar and Jane 
Russell can command a larger salary 
than the nation’s president .. .”’ 


But this immoral accent on sex 
had caused a restlessness in the na- 
tion which had become a factor in 
the great divorce rate. One out of 
five marriages were ending in di- 
vorees, and with the psychological 
confusion tearing at the children of 
such unions the rate of neuroticism 
and insanity had climbed so fast that 
more than one-half of all the beds 
in public institutions in the United 
States, including all hospitals and 
homes, were now given over to psy- 
chiatric cases. 


The nation had been shocked 
when it discovered that ninety of 
the cadets at West Point had been 
found guilty of violating the honor 
code of the Academy. It was demon- 
strated that cheating had been go- 
ing on in the Academy. But, as one 
observer pointed out, this had not 
happened all at once, If there were 


ninety in 1951, there must have been 
fifty in 1950, thirty in 1949, twenty 
in 1948, ten in 1947, and so on. These 
had not been caught. The nation 
knew in its heart that cheating was 
common in our schools and colleges 
and that thousands and thousands 
of our students were guilty. The 
sports columnist of the New York 
Times, Arthur Daley, stated that the 
state of affairs at West Point does 
not differ essentially from that in 
any school which goes in for ‘‘big 
time’’ football, since sport on that 
seale cannot be carried on without 
undermining the educational pre- 
tentions of a school and making a 
mockery of its claims to be amateur 
in its athletic program. ‘‘Intercol- 
legiate sport is rotten to the core,’’ 
wrote Mr. Daley, ‘‘and the Army 
episode proves it. The recruiting of 
athletes had become so completely 
out of hand—pious platitudes and 
hypocritical mouthings to the con- 
trary—that the entire system was 
careening downhill and out of con- 
trol, heading for a crash. It has 


come. . . . Educators have lost sight 
of their primary goal, which is edu- 
eation. . . . Athletes enter a school 


under most unfavorable circum- 
stances. Men who should be their 
moral leaders wink at the rules. The 
boys begin their college careers in 
an atmosphere of deceit, hardened 
to ‘get away’ with things, since they 
are privileged characters. The sports 
world is just a microcosm which re- 
flects the utter lack of moral stand- 
ards and ethical principles in the 
world at large... . The West Point 
scandal . . . is just a symptom of a 
disease that has been festering below 
the surface for decades.’’ 


Not only was there this scandal 
of cheating, but there was the very 
great scandal of alcoholism in our 
colleges. The scandal, of course, is 
not limited to our colleges. It has 
been announced that $150 per per- 
son for every man, woman, and child 
in the state of Connecticut was spent 
on alcoholic beverages during the 
year 1950. The total expenditure 
in the country approached the sum 
of ten billion dollars. Undoubtedly 
the cost to the taxpayers in taking 
eare of the effects of this national 
debauch runs into hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars for social welfare, 
increased insurance premiums, and 
loss of material property due to ac- 
cidents. Autopsies have revealed 
that a very high percentage of all 
persons involved in accidents have 
at least some traces of alcohol in 
their brains. Yet the radio, televis- 
ion, and the press, both newspapers 
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and magazines, lulled to silence by 
the lush plum that is brought to 
them from liquor advertising, will 
not tell the public the truth about 
the effects of aleohol upon the human 
system which modern science is un- 
covering with every experiment. 


Dr. Alexis Carrel, Nobel Prize 
winner, and long an ornament of the 
Rockefeller Institute Medical Re- 
search, thought most bitterly on this 
subject. This year, seven years after 
his death, a volume of his was pub- 
lished in France, La Conduite de la 
Vie. In it the great French scientist 
shows his hatred of wine. He says, 
for example, ‘‘The tissues of human 
beings are so constituted that they 
always deteriorate under the influ- 
ence of aleohol.’’ He classes wine 
with the bubonic bacillus, the virus 
of yellow fever, and tuberculosis, as 
a deadly and evil thing. He says the 
intoxication of parents at the time 
of coitus is a veritable crime since 
it often dooms children to incurable 
nervous or mental disorders. He in- 
sists that mothers should be informed 
of the dangers to the unborn child 
during pregnancy and the nursing 
period which alcoholic drink brings. 
He says that marrying into a family 
touched with alcoholism is a cardinal 
transgression of the laws of propa- 
gation of the species, one which en- 
tails an endless series of calamities 
and sorrows. At times he flames out 
against the alcohol poisoners, ‘‘more 
subtle in their technique of murder 
than our barbarous ancestors, these 
distillers and vineyardists, who con- 
spire with the politicians to increase 
the consumption of alcoholic drink.”’ 
He demands a legal revolution. 
Drinking drivers who kill a passer- 
by should be tried for murder. This 
would qvickly act as a deterrent to 
getting drunk. The state should 
protect its citizens against alcoholics 
as it does against the germs of ty- 
phoid or cholera. Thus Alexis Car- 
rel, one of the greatest biological 
chemists of the generation. 


- But how could the President of 
the United States make a speech 
which would include the informa- 
tion we have given here? Time called 
Mr. Truman that ‘‘Bourbon-drink- 
ing, poker-playing Baptist.’’ It is 
well-known that he is more faithful 
to the Kansas City and Missouri 
political machines than he is to his 
oath of office as President of the 
United States.With Harry Vaughan, 
go-between for the log-rolling boys, 
it has been possible for those who 
are ‘‘in’’ with the machine to have 
the cream from the Reconstruction 
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Finance Corporation and the gov- 
ernment contracts. There have been 
the deep-freeze appliances to the 
White House, and a mink coat for 
the secretary whose husband handled 
some of the percentage deals. 


An honest President might be 
able to speak out most of the truths 
which we have set forth. He would 
not be expected to explain the cause 
of the low state of the nation. That 
ean be set forth only by a student 
of the Word of God. The fact is 
that the nation has largely aban- 
doned God. Little by little we have 
become a secular nation. The law of 
separation of church and state was 
meant to eliminate church control 
of government. But government sup- 
port of parochial schools, and simi- 
lar transgressions of the principle, 
have moved the nation into the chan- 
nel of a pagan state. Suits have been 
brought by atheists to eliminate 
from our schools the reading of the 
Bible, the book, which, by a thousand 
secular testimonies, is the one book 
which has had the greatest influence 
upon our language, our literature, 
and our customs. 


Theological liberals have under- 
mined the faith of the nation in the 
Word of God. With the denial of the 
inspiration of the Bible the au- 
thority of the Word of God departs 
from the nation. With that depart- 
ure goes the hold of the moral law 
over the hearts and consciences of 
men. With that decline come in im- 
morality, dishonesty, and a thousand 
forms of fravd and chicanery. Into 
that vacuum come ‘a score of -false 
religions and the rise of totalitarian 
forms of religion which must ulti- 
mately take our freedom and control 
us completely. j 


Moreover, it is too late to do any- 
thing about it on a national scale. 
We have drifted into the rapids and 
the eataract lies just be!ow us. The 
nation will not get out of it. We are 
in the hands of God for judgment. 
It is the duty of the believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ to testify against 
this wicked and perverse generation 
among whom we shine as lights in 
the world, holding forth the Word 
of life. It is the duty of the believer 
to preach the Gospel to individuals, 
in order to save as many as possible 
out of the wreck before the wreck 
comes. The hope of the individual 
is present salvation. The hope of the 
Chureh is the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. For the wor'd there 
is no hope; there is nothing but 
judgment. 
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asked by young believers. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from Page 22) 

CONSOLIDATION 

A father in Durand, Wisconsin, 
William C. Fox, took his two sons 
out of public school because, in a 
consolidation with a parochial school 
five nuns, as the school superin- 
tendent put it, ‘‘more or less stayed 
on as a matter of convenience and 
because of the teacher shortage.’’ 
The state superintendent of schools 
said that there are twelve public 
schools in Wisconsin where nuns, in 
costume, are teaching. The state, of 
course, pays all the bills, and the 
salaries of the nuns. 


IN THE NAME OF HUMANITY 

A news item that was buried at 
the bottom of page 33 of the New 
York Times is of far more impor- 
tance than meets the eye. Fulton J. 
Sheen proposed ‘‘that the United 
Nations subsidize the world’s under- 
developed areas, not in the name of 
any country, but in the name of 
humanity.’’ Economically, of course, 
there is only one nation on earth that 
could even begin to pay the bill for 
such a subsidy and that would be 
the United States. What Sheen is 
proposing, of course, is that the 
United States subsidize the Roman 
Catholic areas, for any attempt to 
get the vast credits that would be 
necessary for such subsidy would 
see Catholics jockeying for control 
and administration. 
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The Philadelphia Bible Institute 
recently formed through the union 
of the two well-known Bible Schools 
of Philadelphia is now well along in 
its first term. Hundreds of day 
students are enrolled and already 
the School is taking an important 
place among institutions of its kind. 
In the opinion of the Editor of 
Eternity the Philadelphia Bible In- 
stitute has one of the finest faculties 
in the -country and the Editor 
strongly urges young people who are 
planning to enter a Bible Institute 
to consider the Philadelphia Insti- 
tute. People who are considering 
giving funds to this type of work 
should remember this School with 
their gifts. ’ 


We overlooked it at the time, but 
we would like to include mention in 
this record, of a letter written early 
this year by the Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches after a 
meeting of the executive of that 
council in France. The letter en- 
dorsed Karl Marx’s creed, ‘‘From 
each according to his ability, to each 
according to his need,’’ saying that 
the roots of the idea were in the 
teachings of Jesus. 


CHAPLAIN’S ORDERS 


A Protestant woman working in 
the wards of an army hospital bring- 
ing cheer and comfort to the patients 
was ordered by the Roman Catholic 
chaplain to look at the identification 
blanks on the end of each bed and 
to avoid speaking to anyone who was 
marked as a Roman Catholic. 


Can you imagine the scream to 
high heaven if a Protestant should 
order a Roman Catholic visitor not 
to speak to any Protestant? I told 
the worker in question to give a 
flower to such a patient and say, 
**T am sorry that I am not able to 
tell you what wonderful joy and 
peace Jesus Christ has brought to 
me but I am ordered by your priest 
not to speak of it to you.’’ 


All of our readers who may be 
officers in the armed services or 
members of whose families are offi- 
cers should know about the Officers’ 
Christian Union. The 0.C.U. was 
organized in Great Britain in 1851 
and is a vital force in the armed 
services of that country. The work is 
now international in character and 
the American branch is doing ex- 
cellent work. 
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This group holds an annual dinner 
for Cadets and Midshipmen follow- 
ing the Army-Navy football game in 
Philadelphia. Outstanding Christian 
leaders address these gatherings 
which are an excellent means of 
reaching future leaders in the armed 
services. This year Major General 
William K. Harrison, Jr., Command- 
ing General, Fort Dix, is the main 
speaker. A limited number of non- 
members can be entertained and 
tickets can be obtained through 
Eternity office. 


ORIGIN OF LIFE 


Dr. Harold F. Blum, of the Na- 
tional Cancer Institute, and a mem- 


ber of the faculty of Princeton 
University, has published a new book 
entitled, ‘‘Time’s Arrow and Evolt- 
tion.’’ In it Dr. Blum discusses the 
origin of life. Unwilling to give any 
credence to divine creation, Dr. Blum 
is foreed to theorize and asks: Did 
life originate in a gas? In water? 
Did it drift here from space? Did it 
start in ammonia? He sets forth as 
**proved’’ that molecules were built 
before there was life, and holds that 
this molecule building was the first 
step toward life. 


Light and heat alone, he says, 
are sufficient to cause much of the 
building of complex molecules. But 
light and heat are not enough to 


build the complex molecules that are 
alive. For that, something additional 
is needed. He thinks all that is 
needed is a favorable place. The 
various theories of place are then 
set forth: gas, water, drift, am- 
monia. 


Interestingly enough there is one 
section of his book which reveals his 
bias and prejudice and which sells 
out his whole position. It is set forth 
as a curious fact that there is evi- 
dence that life originated a very long 
time ago and that this process never 
has been repeated. It seems to have 
happened once and never again. He 
states that there are good theories 





WORLD RELIEF AND EVANGELIZATION 


Any Relief Program Which Ignores The Spiritual 
Hunger Does Not Meet The Whole Need 
... AND NOW THE FAR EAST... 


Since the war’s end, The World Relief Commission has concentrated on Christian 
relief in Europe. But now Communist aggression has reemphasized the tremendous 
spiritual need in the Far East, at the same time 
of physical need. Not for humanity’s sake alone, but for the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
sake, we are responding to this need. In Korea, the Philippines, Japan and India, 


we are giving practical expression to the 


nes of the Lord Jesus to thousands who have not yet acknowledged Him as 


How much more we can send and how soon we can send it depends on your help. 


that doors have opened for the relief 


and witnessing to the love and 





WHO AM I? 
Teo us, just another war orphan perhaps. But 
Jesus knows and yearns over the thousands of 
orphans such as this who are calling to us for help 
KOREA 
Within the last few weeks, over four thousand pounds of clothing There are calls 
have gone to Korea from the World Relief Commission and an- among the Filipinos 
other shipment is presently on the way. Pinned to or in the Manila area. Large 
a pocket of each garment is a Gospel of John, in the Korean Appeals are being met 
language. 
JAPAN 
Food packages and clothing are being supplied to Korean pastors The problem of general relief for India 
in Tokyo, to workers among Chinese and needy Japanese. licized. To this land of famine, our Christian 
Among native Christian teachers and many of whom are reaching in South India, mission hospitals, 


married with families, need for relief is urgent. 
World Relief and Evangelization 


ANY RELIEF PROGRAM WHICH IGNORES THE SPIRITUAL HUNGER DOES NOT MEET THE WHOLE NEED 


This spiritual hunger is our 


i care, which we meet with a Christ centered testimony accompanying the material relief 


particular ’ 
which you supply through food packages and used clothing for distribution by our evangelical representatives. 


This spiritual hunger exists in many countries among millions of individuals whom we can help. 


All gifts to the World Relief Commission are deductible for 
income tax purposes. 
The World Relief Commission is not a social agency, but a channel through 
Christian brethren, 


which Christians aid needy 


missionary effort, bear a testimony to the Gospel to other needy ones who 


have never professed 
Send ail money (not clothing) 
te: 
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YOUR CHRISTMAS GIVING 


For the Christian, Christmas is a time of joy and a time of rejoic- 
ing. Over the years it has become a time for giving of gifts. 

This rear at Christmas let us remember our fellow Christians in 
Europe. Theirs will be a very frugal Christmas. Why not include these 
faithful families on your gift list? A cash gift given at this time will 
help them during a time of real financial difficulty and can be your 
way of giving a truly Christian Christmas gift. 

Gifts of clothing can be sent through the N.A-E.’s World Relief 
Committee. Cash gifts alone, however, can solve their critical financial 
problem. 


This Committee will act as your forwarding agent for your cash 
« Christmas gifts. 
Please send your checks and gifts to: 


COMMITTEE FOR FINANCIAL AID TO EVANGELICALS ABROAD 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 


Donatp GreY BARNHOUSE Paut A. Hopkins 
Chairman Treasurer 














DID YOU KNOW 


that in 1890 DR. C. I. SCOFI 
founded a mission for the evangelization of CENTRAL Pay > foreign missionaries 
in 35 residential stotions, over 400 native pastors, evangelists and Bible women, two Bible 
testlcntes, 2 bespital and 2 Rodle Sresdeast and many theesands of believers witness to 
the power @ gospel. Many souls are being saved. Your Church, Sunday School or 
Missionary Society should know about this work. 
Send for free literature and information te 
THE CENTRAL AMERICAN MISSION 
3611 CONGRESS AVENUE ALLAS 19, TEXAS 
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spiritual exposition of the International Sunday 
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that life must be originating spon- 
tanecusly all the time, but he con- 
fesses that there is no evidence 
whatsoever. 


I wonder, sometimes, what will be 
the reaction of such men who are, 
God says in 2 Peter 3.5, ‘‘willingly 
ignorant’’ of divine creation, when 
they face the judgment bar of God 
and the evidence that is set forth in 
divine revelation. Undoubtedly this 
hatred of truth arises from hatred 
vf God (Rom. 8:7). 


“AUTHORITARIAN SPIRIT” 


That the doctrine of political con- 
trol is an essential Roman Catholic 
doctrine is flatly stated by Mon- 
signor Thomas J. McCarthy, direc- 
tor of the Bureau of Information, 
of the National Catholic Welfare 
Council. Writing as official spokes- 
man of the hierarchy in connection 
with the issuance of Paul Blansh- 
ard’s new book, ‘‘Communism, 
Democracy and Catholic Power,’’ 
Msgr. McCarthy says, ‘‘. . . Blansh- 
ard’s assumption that a distinction 
ean be made between the church’s 
religious life and what he chooses to 
eall her ‘system of power’ underlies 
the whole thesis of the book. News- 
week (in a review which the Chureh 
spokesman is criticizing) accepts 
Blanshard’s assumption without 
question: ‘The target of his attack 
is not the religion, but the authori- 
tarian spirit of the organization 
... Actually, Blanshard’s target is 
the Catholie religion. The ‘avthori- 
tarian spirit’ which he fears and 
denounces derives from the stagger- 
ing claims of the church herself.’’ 


The priest then goes on to restate 
the ancient claims of Rome to be 
divinely established, and therefore 
to speak as God and to dominate as 
God in all realms of life. The issue 
could not be more plainly stated, and 
the confession could not be in more 
outspoken language. Rome states, 
officially, ‘‘Yes, we are arthari- 
tarian and we have every right to 
be. When we speak it is God speak- 
ing. We are utterly totalitarian.’’ 
Therein lies the great danger to our 
liberties—a far gveater danger than 
that which might come to us from 
Russia. 


HIERARCHY FOR SOUTH AFRICA 


The Cape Times, leading news- 
paper of South Africa, tells of the 
Roman Catholic celebrations upon 
the appointment of the first Roman 
Catholic hierarchy in that land 
which has been 98% non-Catholic. 
The Pope recently created an entire 
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hierarchy for the land, and the 
Cardinal from Portuguese East 
Africa was the chief guest at the 
ceremonies. Several new Archbish- 
ops and Bishops were created, some 
of them with almost no diocese. So 
much effort was put forth on the 
celebration that a crowd of 20,000— 
large by South African standards— 
came to see the final procession. It 
was two miles long, headed by school 
children of all races. This fact alone 
is remarkable in South Africa and 
shows the farsightedness of the 
Roman See which realizes that racial 
segregation must ultimately be de- 
stroyed in the whole world, and they 
are getting in on the ground floor as 
the exponents of it. Following the 
school children came all of the clergy 
of South Africa, including the 
Bishops and the Archbishops, many 
of them newly created, following in 
their purple robes. Then came a 
float bearing the monstrance con- 
taining the piece of bread which 
Rome teaches had been turned into 
God. The Portuguese Cardinal knelt 
before it, as did many non-Catho- 
lies ‘‘out of courtesy.’’ 


LIBERAL CENSORSHIP 


It has been discovered that ap- 
proximately 325 letters addressed 
to commissioners of the General As- 
sembly of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church even those sent through the 
United States mails were deliberately 
held up by leaders of the Assembly 
and not delivered to the commis- 
sioners because the letters opposed 
the National Council of Churches. 
The envelopes were stamped ‘ 
fused’’ and returned to the writer. 


He then wrote the men at their 
home addresses and received many 
statements that they had not re- 
fused the letters which had evidently 
been censored and deliberately with- 
held from the men to whom they 
had been addressed. Here is an 
illustration of the ‘‘ethics’’ of the 
liberal ministers. 


FAILURE OF BRITISH SOCIALISM 


An interesting sidelight on the 
failure of British socialism is to be 
found in the medical report of the 
Commissioner of Metropolitan Police 
for London. The increase in police 
manpower days lost from work be- 
cause of certain illnesses before and 
after World War II are as follows: 
Muscular rheumatism (with myal- 
gia, lumbago, and sciatica), 144.9 
* per cent increase; colic (with diar- 
rhoea, enteritis, etc.) , 196.9 per cent ; 
dyspepsia, 359.3 per cent; duodenal 
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ulcers, 510.5 per cent; neurosis, 
debility, ete., 180.5 per cent; vari- 
cose veins, 366.7 per cent ; and, most 
startling of all, tuberculosis, no less 
than 483.5 per cent. There are two 
possible conclusions from these fig- 
ures: either the British police have 
taken to malingering and hypochon- 
dria under socialism, or the labor 
government’s vaunted food controls 
and free medical services have made 
the average British Bobby a less 
healthy specimen that he was in the 
Bad Old Days of Stanley Baldwin. 
In either case it is no advertisement 
for the planned economy. 





Interested in special discount prices 

for quantity orders of the small Sco- 

field Bible for your Church or Sunday 

School? Write to 

ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 

1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
for information 








Speaking to the first International 
Convention of Roman Catholic Wom- 
en’s Teaching Orders, with lead- 
ers of forty orders attending, the 
Pope recently made the statement 
that Catholic teaching nuns would 
have to change the style of their cos- 
tumes in order to attract young 
people. He further stated that there 
are various customs in some of the 
orders which corresponded to con- 
ditions which are now past, and 
which only stand in the way of 
present day educational work. He 
seid that heads of orders should act 
with courage. Almost immediately 
life magazine published a photo- 
graph of a model dressed in a new 
nun’s habit designed by Hattie Car- 
negie, one of the highest priced 
designers in New York. The costume 
was stream-lined, with a little toque 
hat, and a waist designed to show the 
figure of the nun, with a flared skirt. 


When the southwest part of the 
United States was first settled the 
pope granted a dispensation to all 
Catholies living in the region allow- 
ing them to eat meat on Fridays. 
The reason was obvious, there were 
no fish in the great plains of the 
Southwest. Now Archbishop Byrnes 
of Santa Fe, New Mexico, has re- 
voked the privilege stating that the 
present pope, ‘‘In these disturbing 
times wished all Catholics to unite 
in the abstinence in tribute to 
Christ’s passion and death.’’ 

We remember that the Holy Spirit 
said, ‘‘Meats for the belly, and the 
belly for meats; but God shall de- 
stroy both it and them’’ (1 Cor. 
6:13). How foolish then to think 
that putting fish into the mouth in- 
stead of meat could ever be con- 
sidered as an act of worship, 
veneration, or even a tribute of 
respect. 
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ETERNITY 
1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 


I heartily agree that ETERNITY is the appropriate 
Christmas gift. Please find $ enclosed. Enter the 
subscriptions as noted bélow and send Christmas greeting cards 


in my name. 
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As Gift from 
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As Gift from 


ETERNITY 


The Me une of Christian Gouth 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
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the transformers in this crate 
were addressed to RUSSIA! 


TODAY, by an act of Providence, they are in 
the hands of pioneer missionary radio station HCJB 
as part of the 100,000 watt expansion program 
which will reach 300 million people with the gospel 
of Christ! 


The address you see above was actually on the 
crate which brought three modulation transformers 
to us. By Divine Providence they were rerouted to 


HCJB, Quito, Ecuador. 


Obviously, these transformers had originally 
been destined for a far different role. 


We can only praise God! 





Modulation transformers are used to change radio fre- 
quencies by combining audio frequencies with them. In 
stepping up the power range of HCJB to 100,000 watts, 
HCJB purchased three 50,000 watt modulation trans- 
formers and their accompanying reactors for use in the 
advance program. 


$115,000 has been received for this increase in power. 
We are purchasing materials just as rapidly as funds per- 
mit to complete this project. By purchasing needed equip- 
ment now, much money is béing saved. Please join: us in 
prayer and gifts for the remaining $165,000 needed. 





Free illustrated book 
“Storming Ear Gate” will give you details of this 
gigantic effort to reach every nation with the Gospel. 











Address your communication to HCJB, Advance Program Dept., Box 109, Wheaton, Illinois 


he Voice of the Andes 


operated by 


World Radio Missionary Fellowship, Inc. (1931) 
Clarence W Jones—Reuben E. Larson, Co-Founders 








trains you 
to meet 


a 


srowing need 


-MUSIC COURSE 
Moody’s CHRISTIAN EDUCATION M 


There’s an increasing need for men and women trained 
in both Christian education and music. This tuition-free, 
three-year course gives you practical training-in each 
field, plus a thorough study of the Word of God. 


You learn how to teach, and how to organize and 
manage Sunday schools, vacation Bible schools, weekday 
church schools, and youth work. Emphasis is on doing. 
For instance, you make a model tabernacle, plan 
flannelgraph backgrounds, learn camp crafts, 

teach vacation Bible school in local churches, etc. 


Music training is on a conservatory level. Private 
lessons are available in piano, organ, voice, 
composition, or orchestral instruments. Musical 
organizations include the Moody Chorale, glee club, 
orchestra and oratorio chorus. Credits are 
transferable for all subjects in theory, applied 
music and music literature. 


Practical Christian work assignments give students 
opportunities to serve as choir leaders, organists, 
pianists and vocalists, as well as experience in many 


kinds of children’s and young people’s work. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELISTIC 


Write today for catalog and picture book. MOODY 
Address office of Admissions, BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 


Room ET227. 








